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Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service 

Summary of activities for the year from April 2013 to March 2014 

 

GMAAS had a busy year, witnessing a marked increase in development control work as the 

economy recovered. The team also moved offices, from Joule House to the top floor of Adelphi 

House. This has given the 3 staff more office space and a dedicated room to hold the Historic 

Environment Record with space for consultants to work in. The address is now: 

Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service 

College of Science & Technology 

Room 307, Adelphi House 

Adelphi Street 

University of Salford 

Salford 

M3 6EN 

Other contact details remain the same: 

gmaas@salford.ac.uk  Tel: 0161 295 5522 

http://www.salford.ac.uk/cst/research/applied-archaeology/greater-manchester-archaeological-

advisory-service 

 

Federation members 
The following groups are members of the Federation: 
Bolton Archaeology and Egyptology Society, Bury Archaeological Group, Darwen Local History Society, 
Glossop and Longdendale Archaeological Society, Holcombe Moor Heritage Group, Littleborough Historical 
and Archaeological Society, Manchester Region Industrial Archaeology Society, Mellor Archaeological Trust, 
Middleton Archaeological Society, Moston Archaeology Group, Prestwich Heritage Society, Royton Lives 
Through the Ages, the Friends of Castleshaw Roman Forts, South Manchester Archaeological Research 
Team, South Trafford Archaeological Group, Tameside Archaeological Society, Wigan Archaeological 
Society. 

 

mailto:gmaas@salford.ac.uk
http://www.salford.ac.uk/cst/research/applied-archaeology/greater-manchester-archaeological-advisory-service
http://www.salford.ac.uk/cst/research/applied-archaeology/greater-manchester-archaeological-advisory-service
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Planning Work 

 

GMAAS were consulted on 333 of the 19,952 planning applications across the ten Greater 

Manchester Planning Authorities. Arising out of these consultations, GMAAS offered a range of 

recommendations: 

 

Desk-Based Assessment 49 

Building Recording 43 

Evaluation 44 

Area Excavation 34 

Watching Brief 26 

No Impact – no requirement 147 

 
GMAAS have noticed that not only has there been an increase in new applications with an 

archaeological dimension, but also in the number of long-standing planning permission development 

sites that are now coming forward. There are undoubtedly hotspots of development, such as central 

Salford regeneration areas, Manchester city centre, large housing schemes in Wigan and Stockport, 

and various large-scale transport infrastructure projects. 

 

 

Archaeological excavations in the nave of Manchester Cathedral during the recent underfloor heating scheme 
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A gyrocopter aerial view of the New Bailey Prison site excavation undertaken ahead of a new multi-storey 
car park development (courtesy of SUAVE Aerial Photography and CfAA) 

 
The Greater Manchester Historic Environment Record 

 

GMAAS completed an inventory of the archive to inform a Heritage Data Audit grant aided by 

English Heritage and, ultimately, to aid a bid for a Heritage Lottery Fund grant to digitise the 

archive, enhance the database and place it online. Our initial challenge has been to organise and 

catalogue the archive so that we know exactly what we have. We are greatly indebted to John 

Pitman who has volunteered his time and expertise to help with the cataloguing. 

 

The results of archaeological investigations undertaken by contractors are set out in technical 

reports commonly referred to as ‘grey literature’. These provide the evidence that archaeological 

conditions have been satisfied, with copies being lodged for public/research consultation with the 

Greater Manchester HER. Local archaeology societies and researchers are also encouraged to 

deposit reports on their work with the HER. GMAAS holds around 2000 such reports. Whilst many 

of these have been entered onto the HER database there is still a considerable backlog to deal 

with, estimated at about 800 reports. Each year around 100 new reports on archaeological field 

work are generated. A crucial task for the HER Officer is to enter report summaries as ‘events’ on 

the database, and to update existing monument entries and compile new monument records 

arising from these archaeological investigations. Over the past year 36 grey literature reports have 

been entered, 34 new Event records created and 3580 existing Monument records updated. Other 

sources of data have been used to update the HER, including 682 entries for locally listed heritage 

assets in Salford and Stockport (including new records and updates to existing), and 32 new 

entries for statutory listed buildings. English Heritage have consulted GMAAS on 38 proposals for 

listing buildings or amending existing National Heritage List entries. 

 

A key role of the HER, as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework, is to advise 

applicants and their agents on the location and character of known heritage assets within a 

proposal area. GMAAS have provided HER data to 93 development enquirers; additionally, advice 
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has been provided on appropriate archaeological mitigation. Where there is an archaeological 

interest, the developer will often appoint an archaeological consultant to compile a report; this 

usually involves a visit to GMAAS to seek information in the HER library of archaeology reports 

and publications which supplement the HER database. 

 

Advice and Dissemination 

 
GMAAS plays an important role in providing advice on archaeology in Greater Manchester. This 

often takes the form of development site meetings to offer advice on archaeological best practice 

and mitigation, but also includes monitoring visits to check on progress of archaeological works. 

GMAAS representatives attend peer group meetings and provide an input to AGMA meetings as 

appropriate, as set out in the Service Level Agreement. Overall, GMAAS staff attended 224 

meetings over the year. 

 

Dissemination of research, making sense of the archaeological work being undertaken across 

Greater Manchester, and providing training sessions and workshops to enhance understanding of 

archaeological practice, are all part of the remit of GMAAS. 29 lectures and presentations were 

given by GMAAS staff in 2013-14. Staff are often invited to give talks to local heritage groups on a 

range of topics related to Greater Manchester’s archaeology. 

 

GMAAS helped organise the Greater Manchester Archaeology Day at The Old Fire Station at 

Salford University on 30th November 2013. The event was full to capacity (100 attendees) and a 

range of archaeological investigations were described. The Vice Chancellor, Professor Martin Hall, 

gave a welcome address. 

 

GMAAS provided advice to 3 important and large scale community archaeology projects: Dig 

Greater Manchester, the Radcliffe Heritage Project (focusing on the site of the medieval manor and 

tower), and Revealing Oldknow’s Legacy. The latter is a partnership project between the Canal 

and Rivers Trust and Mellor Archaeological Trust to explore, consolidate, present and raise 

awareness of the late 18th century industrial heritage of Samuel Oldknow, involving the key late 

18th century sites of Marple Aqueduct, the at-risk Scheduled Monument of Marple Lime Kilns, and 

the archaeological site of Mellor Mill. The Oldknow’s Legacy HLF bid was successful, with £1.5 

million being awarded. GMAAS also advised the Cheadle Civic Society over their landscaping 

scheme for Cheadle Green, facilitating an excavation by South Manchester Archaeological 

Research Team of a medieval building. 
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Publications 
 
The Greater Manchester’s Past Revealed Series saw three more publications.  
 
Timperley Old Hall: the excavation of a moated platform – 8 (South Trafford Archaeology 
Group & Mike Nevell) 
Coal, Cotton and Chemicals: the industrial archaeology of Clayton – 9 (Oxford Archaeology 
North) 
Dunham Massey: the archaeology of the Dunham Estate – 10 (Oxford Archaeology North) 
 
GMAAS initiated this series and write a foreword for each booklet. The series provides a format for 

publishing significant archaeology from developer-funded, research or community projects in an 

attractive, easy to read, well-illustrated style. As well as describing the archaeology of the particular 

site in question, the booklets provide a historical framework for the wider area. Where relevant, 

they set out the archaeology planning background and the scheme of new development. Much of 

the archaeology is from the industrial period when the Manchester area rapidly developed as an 

industrial power house. The processes and characteristic remains from that period are defined in 

simple terms, and the social impacts of industrialisation are described. 

 

 
The covers of the 10 GM Past Revealed booklets published to date 

 
Conclusion 
 
The second year of operation for GMAAS has seen the service consolidate its position at the 

University of Salford. As the economy improves a clear pattern of an increasing workload has 

emerged. The annual statistics show a significant increase in planning applications, consultations 

(both from LPAs and pre-application), and archaeological field work activity. 

 
Norman Redhead, Heritage Management Director (Archaeology) 

Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service 
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Council for British Archaeology - Listed Buildings Casework 

 
At the last Federation meeting on Saturday, 13th September, 2014, Claire Price who is the 
Listed Buildings Caseworker for the CBA, gave a presentation on her work and was kind 
enough to send her notes for inclusion in the Newsletter: 
 
The CBA receives more than 4000 planning applications for listed building per year.  We assess 

these applications and flag up any concerns with local planning authorities.  This is our statutory 

role as one of six national amenity societies. 

Much of our listed building casework is carried out by local agents: historic building interest groups 

who know the heritage in their area and make site visits, assess cases and provide comments on the 

CBA’s behalf. 

As well as receiving notifications from local planning authorities, the CBA also responds to 

enquiries from members of the public who have a concern about a historic building in their area. 

The CBA is the only national amenity society which uses an archaeological perspective when 

assessing listed building applications.  This means that we prioritise the history of the building and 

what it tells us about people’s use of the building in the past.  The CBA regards historic evidence 

within a building more highly than aesthetics, and considers a community’s view of a building 

important.  We deal with all kinds of built heritage, regardless of age or type. 

1. If you feel a listed building is under threat from a planning application, let us know. 

We can help you make an effective case to protect heritage, or we may take action ourselves. 

2. Keep an eye on consultations for Listed Building Consent 

The CBA is looking to improve levels of consultation in many areas.  You could help by monitoring 

applications in an area. 

3. Become a Local Agent 

If you are part of a historic buildings interest group who is commenting on listed building consent 

applications, talk to the CBA about the role of a Local Agent and its benefits. 

4. Spread the word! 

Many people do not associate archaeology with built heritage.  Helping to spread the word about 

the work of the CBA with listed buildings gathers a broader spectrum of archaeological supporters, 

and helps more groups get involved with protection of listed buildings in their areas. 

Keep up with CBA casework 

As well as through the CBA newsletter and the regular Casefiles feature in British Archaeology, 

you can follow the CBA’s casework online: 

• http://new.archaeologyuk.org/speak-up/ 

• @CBAcasework on Twitter 

• Casework Claire posts in CBA and ArchaeologyUK on Facebook 

• Email: casework@archaeologyuk.org 

 

If you feel that you could help Claire or she could help you to protect a local listed building, 
she would love to hear from you – preferably by email due to the volume of her task, 
assisted by only one assistant. 
 

 

mailto:casework@archaeologyuk.org
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Central Way, Altrincham 
 

A phone call from a member of the public advised STAG that “something archaeological” had been 

uncovered in Shaw’s Road, Altrincham. 

A visit to the area revealed that Central Way was being revamped for additional market stall spaces, 

as part of a larger general improvement scheme for the Altrincham Market Site. 

The area undergoing redevelopment was centred on Grid Ref. SJ 7678 8782. 

A discussion with the site foreman established that the west side of Central Way was to be leveled 

and provided with surface drainage channels to accommodate space for a line of market stalls.  The 

work at the north end of the site (Shaw’s Road) did not involve disturbance of previous foundation 

layers but an uncovering of an earlier stone track way running north/south for an approximate 

distance of forty metres was generally parallel one metre to the west side of Central Way and just 

below the intended finish level of the development from the south end. The track way turned to the 

west to coincide with an existing alley giving access to Greenwood Street at its mid point.  This 

involved a total ground surface rise of approximately three metres. The exposed area of the road 

surface was photographed and measured and details of construction were added to an overlay. 

Where a contemporary broken drain cover was removed, it was reported that an even earlier 

cobbled surface existed 0.30m below the present track way. 

A visual inspection of the cleared area and spoil heap resulted in recovery of a number of artefacts 

for potential dating of the statigraphy.  This collection was further enhanced with recoveries 

obtained by the construction team retained for our inspection and analysis. 

At the south end of the site, installation of one of the surface drains involved cutting a slot across 

the track way surface.  This appeared to be the only intrusion during the work undertaken by the 

redevelopment scheme. 

The road from the Old Market Place, certainly established when Altrincham was granted its Charter 

in 1290, via Market Street itself, leading to Norman Place, the Narrows and the Firs, is considered 

to be the original route connecting with Chester Road before the construction of the Dunham Road 

access. 

The historic part of Altrincham associated with Windy Harbour is at the junction of the route from 

the Old Market Place in Shaw’s Lane connecting to George Street.  The Unitarian Chapel was one 

of the main burial grounds in Shaw’s Lane from 1816 to 1872 when it moved into new premises 

south of the Brick Layers Arms, between Central Way and George Street.  Next door, no.17, was on 

the corner of the junction with Central Way.  Initially the Chapel Hall, it became the Clarion Club 

in 1905, the Shakespeare Theatre in 1906 seating 200 persons, the Central Theatre from 1907 to 

1909 and was then refurbished as the New Central Hall Cinema, 1909 – 1938, under Weiskers 

Picture Palace.  Even by 1914, it was known as the ‘Bug Hut’ or ‘Flea Pit’. 

 

 

    
 Road surface as excavated                   Dimensions of excavated road surface 1892 map with development area 
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The finds were cleaned, sorted and, where possible, identified and photographed as 

follows: 
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These finds are not untypical of other finds in the Altrincham area and the wide date spread can be 

explained by the fact that ceramics can be used for over 20 years before they are broken and 

discarded.  The only find of any interest is the part ladle in bag M, as of late no other ladles have 

been recovered in the North West. 

The conclusion that STAG came to is that the curved track way exposed by the development 

probably dates from the fourth quarter of the 19
th

 century between 1892 and 1910. The cobbled 

surface revealed in the test pit 0.3m below the curved track way could be the surface of the yard 

shown on the 1892 map, which would have been established at some time between 1852 and 1892. 

The finds, which are all unstratified, are consistent with this. 

The entire site was finally covered by a layer of tarmac to ensure that all archaeological features 

would be thoroughly protected for the foreseeable future. 

(The above is a condensed version of a full report that is now available on STAG’s website and 

copies have been deposited in Trafford Libraries) 
Jane Darwin – South Trafford Archaeological Group 
 
Pingot Valley Project  
Location:-  The site lies 4 kilometres west of Wigan near in the district of Pemberton. The valley itself lies at 
the bottom of Brook Lane which leads from the village of Lamberhead Green towards the Winstanley Estate. 
 

 
 
A Brief History:- 
A small community lived there for many years but the last buildings were demolished in the 1950’s and the 
area has been left to become overgrown with brambles and hawthorn bushes. In the 18

th
 century the valley 

was alive with industry, coal mines dotted the Orrell and Pemberton area and mine owners built wagonways 
to transport the coal first down to the River Douglas and then later to the Leeds and Liverpool Canal. This 
was well before the age of steam and coal wagons were pulled by horses although this wasn’t too difficult as 
it was all generally down hill. However, when one of the local mine owners, Clarke, wanted to develop his 
mining operations further south onto the Winstanley estate, he was forced to build a viaduct over the Pingot 
Valley (known locally as the Arches). This worked successfully for a while but early in the 1800’s the 
Napoleonic Wars were in full swing and Clarke was struggling to find enough horses and fodder (at the right 
price) to transport his coal. He needed a full team of horses to pull the wagons up the incline from the viaduct 
to Ormskirk Road. His original thought at first to have a static engine to winch the wagons up, but speaking 
to his colliery manager, Robert Daglish, he changed his mind. Daglish persuaded him to send him to 
Middleton to have a look at Blenkinsop's new-fangled locomotive (by 1812 two of these 5 ton engines had 

Clarke’s Wagonway 
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run successfully on colliery lines in the area). Daglish, having built static engines at the Haigh Foundry for 
Lord Lindsey's mines on the Haigh estate, was quite an experienced engineer and so on his return he was 
able to build his own machine under licence which was in operation the following year. The wagonway rails 
were upgraded with cast iron 'fish-belly' types mounted on stone blocks and a rack down one side to engage 
the locomotive's driving pinion. Daglish’s engine however, at 6.5 tons, was much bigger and thus able to pull 
12 wagons with 3 tons of coal up the incline at 3 mile an hour.  
 

 
Daglish’s ‘Walking Horse’ – drawing commissioned by Derek Winstanley 

 
This was the very first locomotive to operate in Lancashire and only the third in the world. It must have been 
quite a novelty at the time - the locals called it the ‘Walking Horse’ owing to the steam snorting from its 
valves and beam linkages rocking to and froe. By 1816 Daglish had three machines in operation running 
them successfully for the next three decades. This, by his own estimates, saved the company £500 a year.  
 

 
 
The Arches, consequently, is considered by many to be the very first viaduct in the world to have carried a 
steam locomotive.  The structure no longer exists as it was demolished in the 19

th
 century. However there is 

an embankment and the direction of the line is known and the Wigan Archaeological Society’s ambition is to 
locate the remains of the piers. 
 
Progress 
Our first activity on the sight was to see if we could locate the lime kiln that had been detected by a local 
historian. It’s marked on the 1849 6inch OS map but the HER record suggests it no longer exists. What we 
found was the remains of a stone arch embedded in the roadside embankment representing the lower 
section of the kiln where the material was extracted. Lime Kilns were used to produce lime mortar (or wash) 
or lime fertilizer. We don’t know for sure what this one was used for, however its location hard against the 
wagonway embankment suggests the railway was being used to supply it with the necessary raw materials. 
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On a subsequent visit we were also able to locate the old Pingot Well which had been capped in the 19

th
 

century. This had been done on the orders of the Water Parliamentary Committee because of fears of 
contamination. This had nearly caused a riot at the time but the water from the well was considered the best 
quality in the area and people came from far and wide to fill large barrels loaded on to horse and carts.  
 

 
 
The well was found to be still capped by a large stone slab but it has been move by someone which enabled 
us to peek inside. This showed that it was brick lined with an open sluice at one end draining the spring 
water into the Smithy Brook a couple of metres away. The well is surrounded on two sides by a low stone 
wall forming a sort of triangle with the Brook. The only access appears to have been from the south across 
the Brook which is culverted at this point. 
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On our next visit we carried out a plain table survey to record the features we had discovered. This enabled 
us to produce an accurate map which we could use to overlay older maps which we could use to identify 
locations of other buildings and features. We could also speculate the location of the viaduct piers as they 
progressed across the valley. On our most recent visit we went in search of any evidence of the piers on the 
ground. Unfortunately the vegetation was against us and we made the decision to return later in the year 
when it has died down.  
 

 
 

The remains of the piers would be quite a significant find for us however there are also a number of other 
buildings, cottages and a large barn which would be just as interesting to discover. This valley also happens 
to be in the path of a new, long proposed, bypass linking the M6 Orrell interchange with Wigan town centre, 
so anything we can demonstrate still survives the more the professionals will have to go on in advance of the 
development.  

 
 
Bill Aldridge – Wigan Archaeological Society 
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A RECENT MEDIEVAL BUILDING EXCAVATION AT CHEADLE GREEN, CHEADLE, STOCKPORT 
 

Archaeologists have made an amazing discovery at Cheadle Green which takes the history of this 
part of village back to over 700 years ago! Following on from the successful community dig of the 
mid-18th century Cheadle Hall site in 2010, archaeologists from the South Manchester 
Archaeological Research Team and Salford University have returned to the Green to excavate the 
site of a row of cottages and stables just to the north of the hall, and behind the Institute. As 
expected, hand-made brick foundations were found but what came as a real surprise were the 
remains of a much earlier building which had been incorporated into the later cottages. This 
building would have been a timber framed structure supported by a dwarf stone wall. 
 

 
SMART members carrying out the excavation at Cheadle Green 

 

20 sherds of late medieval pottery were found, some in a deep grey soil layer, whilst others came 
from the surface of a brown clay deposit which may have been a floor. Most of the pottery was 
Midlands Orange Ware of 14th to 15th century date, but there were also 5 sherds of Pennine Gritty 
Ware, dated 12th to 14th century. Additionally two very distinctive and unusual ceramic finds came 
to light: a glazed medieval floor tile and a Midlands Purple Ware type glazed ridge tile fragment. 
One of the most surprising discoveries was the fragment of medieval glazed floor tile. This was 
formed of two re-fitting pieces measuring 133mm wide by 25mm thick. The tile had an impressed 
leaf motif with line decoration at each corner. Similar examples are known from Furness Abbey 
and Norton Priory and are dated to the 15th century. 
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Some of the late medieval pottery (includes a slightly later Midlands Purple Ware sherd) and the glazed floor tile 
(thanks to OAN for tile picture and finds report) 
 

These finds, along with the large size of the building, suggests a high status. Is this an early hall site, 
overlooking the ancient road junction, or did it belong to a wealthy yeoman farmer? At this stage 
we cannot be sure, but what is certain is that the Cheadle Green landscaping scheme has thrown 
up another fascinating piece of Cheadle history. The building footings will be marked out in the 
Green and explained through an information panel. As part of the Civic Society’s 50 year 
celebrations a booklet will be produced before Christmas on the archaeology and early history of 
Cheadle, including more details on the Green excavations. The booklet will be in the Greater 
Manchester Past Revealed Series. 
 
Norman Redhead –GMAAS 
 

Archaeology in Crisis – Dr Michael Nevell 
 
Archaeology in England is in the middle of its worst crisis ever according to Jane Greenville of the 
CBA. Speaking at the CBA winter meeting in London in February 2014 she highlighted the cuts in 
local authority budgets which make it possible that the provision of county archaeological services, 
established in the 1970s and 1980s, may turn out to be just a generational phenomenon. This 
warning comes at a time when local councils have been setting their budgets for the financial year 
2014/15. One of the trends is the cutting of planning services, including archaeological planning 
advice and conservation officer posts. The announcement on the 4th March of budget cuts by 
North Yorkshire County Council that will include a reduction in the budget of the Waste and 
Countryside Services unit of £470,000 which encompasses archaeology is just a recent example. 
Other councils that have announced cuts affecting archaeological services in the last 12 months 
include Cheshire West and Chester, the City of York, and Teesside. A disproportionate number of 
these are concentrated in councils in the midlands and north. 
A series of joint surveys by ALGAO, IHBC and English Heritage down to February 2014 provided 
figures for the 86 English local Authorities involved in archaeology provision.1   As of the 1st April 
2014 local authority staff will have fallen by just under 12 per cent, the largest ever annual fall. The 
number of such posts, at 295, is now below 300 for the first time this century, having reached 410 
posts in 2005 and 401 in 2008. North West England was amongst the worst-hit regions. Although 
only representing around 7 per cent of the profession in England in 2012/13 local authority 
archaeology staff were responsible for enabling over £120 million in archaeological project income 
for the heritage sector, covering around 6000 projects, supporting over 60 percent of the c. 5500 
professional archaeologists in Britain in 2013.  
This crisis is made worse by the uncertainty surrounding the future of English Heritage, recent cuts 
to university archaeology courses and departments, and cuts to the funding local museums and art 
galleries. Thus, every professional sector of archaeology is being affected, which is why the All 
Parliamentary Party Archaeology Group has undertaken an enquiry into the future of local 
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government archaeology planning advice.2 82 organisations submitted written evidence in 
February and face-to-face evidence was given in March, with a report due to be presented to the 
Culture Minister in May. Inexplicably, the only sector not to give evidence was university 
archaeology, neither collectively nor individually, once again emphasising the growing disconnect 
with the rest of the sector, and in particular professional archaeology which the universities 
helped to found in the 1970s and 1980s. 
The consequences of these local government cuts could be a two tier system, a north-west/south-
east division in archaeological provision based upon wealth rather than need or importance.3  Does 
this matter? After all cuts are being made in schools, hospitals and social services budgets across 
England. YES it matters – because archaeology is a finite resource and its loss can’t be replaced. 
Archaeology is for all as it is about our shared historical journey, and such losses diminish our 
shared cultural heritage. 
What can CBA North West members do? Highlight the importance of archaeology to your local 
council and MP whenever possible. Keep an eye on local planning applications that should include 
archaeology but don’t. Finally, lobby for the Historic Environment Record and the planning advice 
that goes with it to be made statutory.   
1. http://www.helm.org.uk/guidance-library/fifth-report-la-staff-resources/5th-rep-LAStaff.pdf 
accessed 14 February 2014. 
2. ‘The future of local government archaeology services: an inquiry for the Minister for Culture, 
Communications and Creative Industries, led by John Howell MP and Lord Redesdale and supported 
by The Archaeology Forum: call for written evidence.’ See 
http://www.archaeologists.net/sites/default/files/node-
files/The_future_of_local_government_archaeology_servicesCALLFORWRITTENEVIDENCE.pdf 
accessed 14 February 2014. 
3. As foreshadowed by Norman Redhead (former County Archaeologist for Greater Manchester 
and now senior Cultural Heritage Manager for the Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory 
Service based at the University of Salford) in 2012: ‘The state of Local Government Archaeology’, 
Current Archaeology Issue 267 (2012), 48-49. 
 
Manchester YAC - clare.pye@manchester.ac.uk 
 
The Manchester branch of YAC has had a successful few months, combining digging with sessions 
in the Manchester Museum. 
We have been having quite a Mesolithic time of it. In April we went to Alderley Edge to imagine 
what it would have been like trying to find food at that time of year, viewing the possibilities of 
game from Castle Rock and building shelters from fallen branches.  

 
YAC on Alderley Edge building Mesolithic shelters 

http://www.helm.org.uk/guidance-library/fifth-report-la-staff-resources/5th-rep-LAStaff.pdf
http://www.archaeologists.net/sites/default/files/node-files/The_future_of_local_government_archaeology_servicesCALLFORWRITTENEVIDENCE.pdf
http://www.archaeologists.net/sites/default/files/node-files/The_future_of_local_government_archaeology_servicesCALLFORWRITTENEVIDENCE.pdf
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We followed this up with work on Mesolithic artefacts in the Manchester Museum in April, and in 
June went prospecting for their footprints on Formby Sands. 
 

 
Possible Mesolithic footprints on Formby Sands 

 
July was Castleshaw, one of the few really wet days during the dig. We all realised how lucky we 
were to be allowed to actually dig on a Roman site; normally the adults keep such sites to 
themselves!  So, a little rain did not put off the hardier members of the group, and they cleaned 
one of the Roman roads, looked at the finds, marvelled at the geophysics equipment and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, although the meeting broke up a little earlier than planned as the 
rain was coming down harder after lunch. In September, we followed this up with a look at the 
artefacts from previous Castleshaw digs at the Museum, including the Beaker pot. 
However, during the summer, we have received bad though not unexpected news from YAC 
headquarters at the CBA. We all knew that the CBA could not continue to protect YAC from the 
cuts resulting from the British Academy’s withdrawal of support from the CBA.  This means that 
from 2015, YAC branches will have to raise money for YAC central to support the services they 
provide for us; checking leaders, organising First Aid training and insurance. CBA/YAC have yet to 
tell us how much they need each year, but we need to make more money. 
We have had a meeting with our parents at Manchester, and they have made a number of 
suggestions on how to provide sustainable support for YAC. We are luckier than some other 
branches as the Museum does not charge us to meet there. If any groups can think of ways 
(preferably sustainable and not over complicated), then do get in contact with me at the Museum  
 


