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Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service 

A summary for the year 2014-15 

Introduction 
 
The following report is for the third year of the new Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory 
Service, which is based at the University of Salford within the Centre for Applied Archaeology. The 
three staff at GMAAS provide archaeological planning advice to the ten Greater Manchester 
Planning Authorities and maintain the Historic Environment Record. 
 
Greater Manchester Historic Environment Record (GM HER) 
 
The database now has 18,142 individual entries comprising: monuments, find spots, listed 
buildings, local historic interest buildings, historic places and ancient landscapes. There are also 
54,000 records for the Historic Landscape Characterisation dataset. These are supported by over 
70,000 images and a substantial paper archive and library. 
Over the past half year 72 grey literature reports have been entered onto the database, 184 new 
Monument records created and 4937 existing Monument records updated. 73 new event records 
have been created, 10 new listed building entered and GMAAS have responded to 17 
consultations from English Heritage on proposals for listing or amendments to existing 
designations.  
The HER now has around 2,350 grey literature reports in its library. These mostly report on the 
results of archaeological investigations undertaken as part of the planning system. They include 
Environmental Statements (ES), Heritage Statements (HS), Desk Based Assessments (DBA), 
Building Surveys (BS), Evaluations such as geophysical survey and trial trenching (EVAL), 
Excavations (ES), Surveys (SURV) and Watching Briefs (WB). It is estimated that there is a 
backlog of around 900 reports waiting to be entered onto the HER database.  
 

Federation members 
The following groups are members of the Federation: 
Bolton Archaeology and Egyptology Society, Bury Archaeological Group, Darwen Local History Society, 
Glossop and Longdendale Archaeological Society, Holcombe Moor Heritage Group, Littleborough Historical 
and Archaeological Society, Manchester Region Industrial Archaeology Society, Mellor Archaeological Trust, 
Middleton Archaeological Society, Moston Archaeology Group, Peel Tower Research Group, Prestwich 
Heritage Society, Royton Lives Through the Ages, the Friends of Castleshaw Roman Forts, South 
Manchester Archaeological Research Team, South Trafford Archaeological Group, Tameside Archaeological 
Society, Wigan Archaeological Society, Wilmslow Community Archaeology 
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A key role of the HER, as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework, is to advise 
applicants and their agents on the location and character of known heritage assets within a 
proposal area. GMAAS have provided HER data to 105 development enquirers; additionally advice 
has been provided on appropriate archaeological mitigation. Where there is an archaeological 
interest, the developer will often appoint an archaeological consultant to compile a report; this 
usually involves a visit to GMAAS to seek information in the HER library of archaeology reports 
and publications which supplement the HER database. There were 42 visits to the GMAAS office 
to consult the HER library. 
  
Following on from production of the GM Historic Environment Record Audit last year, the HER 
Officer has compiled an Action Plan which has been validated by English Heritage. This has 
identified as a priority the need to tackle the considerable backlog of archaeological reports and 
individual site information that needs to be entered onto the HER. This will require additional 
resourcing. Other key aspects of the Action Plan include producing a manual, enhancing existing 
data, digitising archive and making selected data available online. Much of this could be 
undertaken through a Heritage Lottery Funded project, but there would need to be security of 
contract for GMAAS and some match funding to facilitate a realistic bid. 
 
Planning Work 
 
GMAAS were consulted on 50 Written Schemes of Investigation (WSI) supplied in accordance with 
archaeology planning conditions. These set out an agreed programme and methodology of 
archaeological works for the investigation process and post- investigation analysis, dissemination 
of results and archive deposition. An agreed WSI does not in itself satisfy a planning condition but 
does formally identify each stage of the archaeological process to be implemented in order to meet 
the requirements of the condition. Progress towards fulfilment can then be monitored against the 
WSI. 
 
GMAAS undertook 73 monitoring visits to archaeological investigations being undertaken on 
development sites. The purpose of these visits was to check that archaeological work was being 
undertaken in accordance with the agreed WSIs in order to comply with planning conditions. The 
visits also allowed discussion of further mitigation requirements or adjustments to the agreed 
methodologies based on the nature of the evidence being revealed, and to make sure professional 
standards were being adhered to.  
 
Over the last year GMAAS have received 143 reports to place in the HER. These have to be 
checked by GMAAS staff to make sure they properly represent the heritage interest of the study 
area and conform to professional standards. The breakdown of report types by district is set out in 
the following table: 
 
 

 ES HS DBA BS EVAL EXC SURV WB TOTAL 

BO   3  2    5 

BU   2 1 1 1 2  7 

MA 1 2 21 3 5 5  3 40 

OL  1 2 3 3 1  1 11 

RO  1 5 1 3 3 1  14 

SA   11 2 5 5 1 1 25 

ST  3 3 9 3  4  22 

TA   2 2 1    5 

TR   2 2 1    5 

WI  2 3 2 2    9 

TOTAL 1 9 54 25 26 15 8 5 143 

 
Breakdown of report types by district 

 
The archaeological work was undertaken by 32 separate organisations, which reflects the wide 
range of archaeological contractors and consultants operating in Greater Manchester.  
 
GMAAS received 29 consultations from planning officers on requests to discharge archaeological 
planning conditions. Usually, discharge is only recommended when all the archaeological works 
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have been implemented. At the end of the process this will involve GMAAS being in receipt on a 
satisfactory report of the investigation results. It will also be necessary to demonstrate that the 
archive of the investigation has been or will be deposited with an appropriate record centre or 
museum, and that the results have been disseminated in a manner commensurate with their 
significance. The latter can range from just depositing the report with the HER to producing 
information boards, a popular booklet or even a more academic monograph. 
 
In the year to March 31st 2015 GMAAS were consulted by the Greater Manchester planning 
authorities on 281 planning proposals. 120 of these had no archaeological impact whereas 105 
required conditioned programmes of archaeological work. A further 17 proposals needed 
predetermination desk based assessments, sometimes followed by evaluations, before the 
archaeological interest could be properly determined and mitigation strategies devised. Ultimately, 
123 (44%) of the 281 planning application consultations received by GMAAS resulted in a 
recommendation for some form of archaeological intervention. 
 
In addition to the planning application consultations, in 2014-15 GMAAS responded to some 43 
pre-application consultations. Of these 12 resulted in recommendations that there was no impact, 
and that no further archaeological work was necessary. Of the remainder 25 resulted in 
recommendations for pre-submission desk-based or building assessment and 5 in a 
recommendation for a conditioned programme of works. Only 1 resulted in a direct 
recommendation for the physical preservation in situ of the archaeological remains.  
 
As a final point, it should be noted that in the last few months of 2014-15 a number of large 
development schemes that had lain dormant for a number of years became active. As a result, 
archaeological conditions attached to their consents from previous years began to require GMAAS’ 
attention. Site meetings, briefs, site visits and reading the resulting assessments and fieldwork 
reports for these sites have taken up a significant amount of staff time. 
 
Planning Case Studies 
 
The following represent a few of the archaeological highlights that have come out of the 
archaeological planning system. 
 
The Metrolink Second City Crossing has seen a programme of archaeological works undertaken to 
mitigate the impacts of the development. Of especial note was the archaeological work undertaken 
at two former burial sites: Cross Street Chapel and St Peter’s Church. GMAAS have worked 
closely with the archaeological contractor, CfA (Leeds), and TfGM to minimize impact or, where 
impact is unavoidable, to ensure sensitive and appropriate archaeological recording takes place. 
Archaeological desk based research found that a portion of the former Cross Street Chapel 
graveyard lies sealed under a late 19th century widening of Cross Street. This has led to a 
programme of careful excavation and recording of around 250 burials spanning the 18th and 19th 
centuries. The work has been undertaken in an exemplary manner under very challenging site 
conditions. At St Peter’s it was established that the footprint of the church contained wall-to-wall 
intact burial vaults. Archaeologists and TfGM liaised to protect the burials under a concrete raft 
which will carry the new Metrolink lines and platforms. 
 

 
Excavation and recording of coffins and human remains at Cross Street (courtesy of CfA) 
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NOMA and the Cooperative have put forward a large-scale development scheme for the car park 
site at Miller Street, adjacent to the new Cooperative HQ. This will impact on the site of Arkwright’s 
Mill, one of the first cotton mills in the world to use steam power. A Time Team project in 2005 
established that good remains of the mill site exist. GMAAS worked with Oxford Archaeology North 
on an extensive evaluation of the site. This process was essential in understanding the significance 
of the site and its component parts so that the impact of development could be properly understood. 
It also informed the assessment of the site as a potential Scheduled Monument. The investigations 
demonstrated that the power house features and wheel pit were well preserved and of high 
significance but that the mill body itself had been rebuilt and extended after a mid-19th century fire 
and was of only local interest. The result was that the site will not be Scheduled; public benefit will 
be best served by allowing a full and detailed excavation of the remains prior to development, with 
a scheme of publication and extensive digital and physical interpretation to follow – all secured 
through a planning condition and pre-application agreement between EH, GMAAS and the 
development consortium.  
 

 
Evaluation of the engine and boiler house at the site of Arkwright’s Mill, established in 1783 

 

GMAAS attended a site meeting at the late 18th century Grade 2 listed Brownhill Bridge mill in 
Dobcross, Saddleworth, to discuss implementing the listed building consent for conversion to a 
dwelling. Following an earlier comprehensive historic building survey by Garry Miller, it was 
determined that relatively small-scale archaeological recording was required during the works. 
GMAAS also advised on key historic elements which should be consolidated and presented in the 
landscape scheme. These include the former packhorse route in front of the building, water power 
features and the packhorse bridge. 
 

 
The grade 2 listed Brownhill Bridge Mill, Dobcross 
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Stansfield Mill, a historic textile finishing site at Summit near Littleborough, was abandoned several 
years ago following a major fire. A scheme for demolition, ground remediation and housing 
development has been accompanied by a programme of archaeological works set out by GMAAS. 
This involved a desk based assessment, historic building assessment and targeted archaeological 
excavation. The latter, undertaken by Chris Scurfield, recorded remains of an early 19th century 
bleaching croft with evidence for drains and pressure kiers. 
 

 
Excavation of the bleach croft at Stansfield Mill 

 

The historic core of Salford has seen a lot of new development in recent months. An 
archaeological planning condition secured the open-area excavation of land in the heart of 
medieval Salford, at Nos. 12-16 Chapel Street, prior to redevelopment for apartments. The work 
was carried out by Pre-Construct Archaeology in accordance with a Written Scheme of 
Investigation agreed with GMAAS on behalf of Salford City Council. Several buildings and features 
of medieval and early post-medieval date were found but of most interest was a late medieval 
stone walled structure which is provisionally interpreted as the manorial bake house.  
 

 
Excavations at 12-16 Chapel Street, Salford 

 

In accordance with the overarching archaeology condition attached to Salford Central 
developments, CfAA have undertaken various investigations on the site of the remarkable New 
Bailey Prison next to Salford Central Station. This was a reform prison designed in 1790 to a radial 
plan and by the 1820s was self-financing through the work of the prisoners. It was massively 
enlarged in 1815, and a previous excavation revealed well-preserved remains of this extension in 
the form of workshops, cells and exercise yards. Recently CfAA have returned to the site to 
undertake the third large-scale excavation ahead of development. Again, well-preserved remains 
were found and this time a two-week period of community archaeology was factored in. The 
developers , Muse Developments, have used the archaeology for good PR and have committed to 
publishing the results of the work carried out so far. 
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Aerial view of the excavated remains of New Bailey Prison 

 

GMAAS have advised on the final phase of works at this the ‘Peaches’ housing development on 
High Street and Hillgate in Stockport. As part of the public realm works, three interpretation boards 
were erected to commemorate the site’s history and archaeology. This included one on the site of 
the former High Street Chapel and graveyard (shown below). 
 

 
 

In August 2014 GMAAS were consulted on an application for the restoration and conversion of 
Chaddock Hall, a significant Grade 2 listed 17th century building, and barn. A programme of 
archaeological works was conditioned on the consent. However, following an act of arson the hall 
was severely damaged by fire. Working with archaeologists from Wardell Armstrong, GMAAS have 
sought to obtain as detailed a record of the hall as is possible given its structural condition. Work is 
ongoing recording the elevations, photographically recording the interior and recording the burnt 
timbers as they are removed. 
 

 
Chaddock Hall following the arson attack 
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GMAAS have been heavily involved with promoting community engagement with the archaeology 
of Greater Manchester. This topic will form a separate article in the next newsletter. 
 
The Greater Manchester’s Past Revealed Series has seen three more publications produced over 
the last year: 
 
‘Iron & Steel in Openshaw: excavating John Ashbury’s Carriage and Iron Works’ – No. 11 
‘An Ancient and Historic Place: the Archaeology of Cheadle’ – No.12 
‘Greengate: The Archaeology of Salford’s Historic Core – No.13 
 

GMAAS are pleased to announce that the Ashbury’s booklet has been awarded the Association for 
Industrial Archaeology’s annual award for commercial publication. 
    

               
 

   The covers of the three latest Past Revealed booklets 

 
Conclusion 
 
It can be seen from the figures in this summary report that GMAAS have continued to operate at 
maximum capacity over the last year. It is apparent that some parts of Greater Manchester are 
seeing a surge of new development, whilst other parts are very quiet in planning proposal terms. 
The historic centres of Manchester and Salford are particularly vibrant in terms of new 
developments of apartments, hotels and offices, whilst major infrastructure projects for railways, 
roads and trams are generating large volumes of archaeological work. It is anticipated that this 
upward trend in development and commercial archaeology will continue due to greater devolution, 
more infrastructure projects and the need to build large numbers of houses.  
 
Meanwhile GMAAS’ annual grant will fall by 12.4% from January 1st 2015, following on from a 40% 
reduction in 2012 and a frozen budget thereafter. This will have an impact on service provision. 
Sadly, the future for services funded by local government continues to look bleak. 
 
Norman Redhead 
Heritage Management Director (Archaeology) 
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Young Archaeologist Club Activities in 2015 – Clare Pye 

 

This year YAC is largely following a late medieval/Tudor theme, and summer means that YAC likes 

to get out into the field. Highlights have been digging at Radcliffe Tower with Dig Greater 

Manchester and a visit to Hall i’th’Wood, Bolton. 

 

The YAC members were especially pleased to be working at Radcliffe Tower, as they don’t often 

get the opportunity to work on a medieval site next door to a scheduled monument. While they 

weren’t able to get down into the deep trenches, they could view the complicated medieval 

archaeology from the side, and then clean the surface of the later yard area. They had prepared 

for this dig at Radcliffe with a session at STAG the previous month, helping Kerry Beeston to sort 

some of STAG’s extensive collection of late medieval and Tudor pottery. This meant they were 

able to identify some of the finds at Radcliffe that Kerry was able to show them. 

 

The other visit they enjoyed was to Hall i’th’Wood. They were able to work out the phases of its 

building from the outside, identifying the original timber framing and the early twentieth century 

restoration, imagine what life in the Great Hall was like, including learning how to spin, and enjoy 

the tour round the Hall. However, the highlight was undoubtedly the visit to parts of the Hall the 

public doesn’t see, to go up into the roof space and under Carolanne King’s trained eye, spot the 

carpenters’ marks and other graffiti that survived up there away from the Leverhulme/Ould 

restoration of the main part of the Hall. 

 

Our most recent excavation has also been with Dig Greater Manchester, though not a Tudor house, 

but Hart Hill in Buile Hill Park, where, despite the thundery showers, they worked on the 

conservatory area and made some nice finds, including an almost complete lid for the hot-pot pot 

found earlier. 

 

However, October was a complete change. Taking advantage of the exhibition, Gifts for the Gods 

at the Manchester Museum, they had a session mummifying oranges. Again Kerry led the work, 

gaining valuable feedback for the sessions she was planning for the Manchester Science Festival. 

Inspired by the cat mummies, many of the oranges became cats’ heads, complete with linen ears, 

but following the Egyptian tradition that the outer appearance was not necessarily a true 

reflection of what was inside. 

 

    
 

YAC at Radcliffe                    Buile Hill lid 

Manchester YAC cleaning the surface of the farmyard     The hot pot lid that YAC found in the conservatory

       area of Hart Hill House 
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GMAF Newsletter  – Neil Coldrick and Robin Heywood  
Holcombe Moor Heritage Group– October 2015 

 
Our “Bottoms” site is at the floor of an upland river valley, directly adjacent to Holcombe 
(Red) Brook which borders the site on its eastern side. Up until roughly a hundred years 
ago it was farmland. It is now part of the MoD’s Training Area and is left unattended and 
allowed to grow wild. The site is roughly rectangular in shape with the bank of a millpond 
across its northern end, an old overgrown road to its western side and evidence of a leat 
system. On its easterly side the brook cuts across at the south east of the site and cuts off 
the land parcel along its southern side. Beyond this there is a footbridge. A public footpath 
passes just off the site down its western side to the footbridge. A recent flora survey found 
22 types of flowering plants and shrubs, 3 types of ferns, 7 types of grasses, rushes and 
sedges, 2 mosses and horsetails and 5 types of trees. None of the plant species are rare 
to the area or to Britain.  
 

Figure 1: Bottoms in relation to Holcombe, Peel Tower and MOD land (red triangles) 
(N at top) 
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Figure 2: 1st Edition 6” Ordnance Survey Map of 1850 (N at Top) 
 
The army first acquired the 900 acre site in 1912 and since then has used the land for 
military training, including live firing on the 600m range. Their usage has preserved many 
of the historic field boundaries but has also entailed the demolition of several post-
medieval farm buildings.  
 
Robina McNeil, Greater Manchester County Archaeologist, produced a report about part of 
Holcombe Moor -entitled “Cinder Hill – a survey of the evidence”. The report is not dated, 
but is thought to have been written in the late 1980s. She described the area including 
Bottoms and Cinder Hill Factory, but noted “the army is currently carrying out a 
programme of reconstruction and restoration, which when completed will make the site 
comprehensible as an early working site”. She talks about a “hammer pond”, “wheel pit”, 
“blast furnace”, “tilt hammers” and “bloomery”. Her description of the area we know as 
Bottoms suggests more was visible at that time than in 2010. 
 
The building that we are excavating was first recorded in 1782. In a 1794 Survey of 
Tottington Lower End there is mention of “One Engine House” as part of “Sinder Hill Farm” 
belonging to Lawrence Brandwood. It appears on many maps from the late 18th century to 
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recent times, but by the early 19th century it had been converted into two, then three, 
cottages. Until last month no conclusive evidence had been found to support the 
documentary evidence that the site was used as a factory building. The recent discovery 
on our site of two machined shafts and a pair of in-line wooden rollers thought to be from 
an Arkwright Water Frame has changed all that!  
 
Excavations 2010-2015 
Once we had stumbled across “Bottoms” in 2010 we organised a day for examining the 
site and recording it, followed by a geophysical survey and a flora survey.  A series of test 
pits were dug over the last weekend of October 2010 by volunteers of the Holcombe Moor 
Heritage Group. We returned in 2013 to dig some more. 
 
The main thrust of the 2013 excavation was the removal of tons of demolition rubble from 
within the range of three cottages. This took place over the course of the digging season in 
2013 and subsequently ended up with the removal of rubble from the central bay of the 
building and the partial removal of rubble from the eastern bay. Upon removal of the rubble 
from the central bay, it became obvious that there was fairly substantial damage to the 
flagged floor of the building, although the cause of the damage was unknown. The original 
width of the east bay cannot be determined as the east wall is not in place, having been 
eroded by the Holcombe Brook over the years. The site is not easily accessible over the 
winter months. 
 

The excavation in 2014 was carried out from March to the end of October on one weekend 
per month. In contrast to the trial trenching of previous seasons it was carried out as a 
larger open area excavation with a 5m grid surveyed in around the site. We fully revealed 
the flagged flooring of the central and eastern bays of the building, together with standing 
walls and other masonry features including a complicated (and as yet not entirely 
understood) structure - attached to the North wall. At the south end of the site the 
excavation also revealed two complete flag-topped drains. In close proximity to the drains 
an area of slag was excavated which produced medieval pottery and charcoal, which has 
been carbon dated to the early 12th century. Apart from the medieval pottery the bulk of the 
ceramics recovered in 2014 date to the 18th and 19th centuries. A large quantity of 
window glass was recovered consisting of both thick cast glass and fine thin glass. Several 
buttons, coins and various other metal objects were recovered, mainly from the demolition 
rubble. 
 
2015 has seen the removal of tons of demolition rubble from the west bay along with 
continued excavation of the medieval layer south of the building, revealing more sherds of 
“Pennine gritty ware” pottery along with iron smelting slag. April 2015 saw a visit by Dr 
Gerry McDonnell, a specialist in archaeological metal working. He was very impressed by 
the site and after a close examination of the slag samples, he confirmed that we were 
most likely looking at a water-powered bloomery site from the medieval period. It was very 
interesting to listen to his ideas for the site and has given us food for thought.  
 
The damaged flagstone floor in the central bay was lifted at the north end of the range to 
reveal a 2 metre deep wheel pit that had later been backfilled during the conversion of the 
wheelhouse to cottages. Confirmation was provided outside the south of the building by 
finding the cut for the tail race.  
 
Future work 

Next year may see some more of the uneven floor in the central bay investigated, and we 
will certainly need to unpick the complicated north wall, look at the stone feature outside 
the west wall and continue to try to understand the south end of the site.  
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We are grateful to the Ministry of Defence who have facilitated access to the site and has 
co-opted members of our Heritage Group on to the MOD Holcombe Moor Training Area 
Conservation Group. We have also worked closely with organisations that have previously 
undertaken work on the Moor, including Oxford Archaeology North, Greater Manchester 
Archaeology Unit and The Centre for Applied Archaeology Salford. We have had 
significant encouragement and advice from all these sources, as well as from local experts, 
and are most grateful for their input. 
 
 

Bottoms site in 2013. Looking south along central bay. Red Brook at left. 
 

20.08.15 From a slightly higher level, looking south over central bay. Hawthorn tree gone. 
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Shaw Cairn – Chris Jones  
 

Further excavations were carried out at Shaw Cairn, Mellor (centred on National Grid Reference SJ 

9870 8725), in the summer of 2015 by members of the Glossop and Longdendale Archaeological 

Society and the Mellor Archaeological Trust under the general supervision of Peter Noble.  Two 

trenches were excavated to the north and west of the Bronze Age cairn in June with a further trench 

being opened immediately east of the cairn in September. 

 

The first excavation (Trench 1) involved the re-opening a trench started, but not completed, in the 

summer of 2014 on the site of what was thought to be a small satellite cairn to the north of the main 

cairn itself.  The results proved to be inconclusive and only a single fragment of worked flint and 

two possible prehistoric potsherds were recovered.  What appeared to be the remains of a tree root 

hole had been recorded in 2014 and were examined again.  It remains uncertain whether this feature 

was the focus for the creation of a small cairn or whether the irregular stone spread was derived 

from the deterioration of the main cairn to the south.  It has even been proposed that some if not all 

of the stone was part of a geological feature.   

 

A second trench (Trench 2) was excavated immediately to the west of the main cairn in an attempt 

to discern its extent in this area and to uncover any evidence for a kerb, which had been recorded 

elsewhere around the cairn.  Once again this proved to be inconclusive with the spread of stone 

from the cairn petering out to the west and no evidence for a kerb having survived.  Only a single 

flint flake was recovered. 

 

 
 

Trench 1 (“root hole” bottom right below tape) 
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Trench 2 (main cairn to the left) 

 

The aim of the August work (Trench 3) was to investigate and record further an area to the east of 

the cairn which in a 2008/9 excavation produced a large number of small thinning flint flakes.  

These had been interpreted as the remains of flint tool production carried out prior to the creation of 

the main cairn itself.  As well as finds being recorded in 3D where observed during excavation, all 

the spoil was sieved with reference to half metre squares so as to recover and locate finds as far as 

was practically possible.  This process was extremely successful with 37 flint flakes, some of them 

burnt, being recovered from an area measuring less than 5m by 1m.  Along with the flint a probable 

spoil heap associated with excavations in the 1970s was also identified, while the remains of a stone 

spread appeared, at least in part, to have been deliberately laid rather than merely the remains of the 

cairn’s destruction.  It is hoped to return to this area in the future to find the extent of the flint 

scatter and the stone spread. 
 

 
Trench 3 from the main cairn 
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Tameside Archaeological Society Ltd 
 

Boar Flat is now in the post excavation stage with further on going evaluation of all of the flints that 

were recovered to be assessed. A report will be forthcoming within the year. 

 

In May 2015, a request was made to TAS by Mrs Jean Cox the owner of Grange farm, Mottram In 

Longdendale. TAS was asked if we could investigate a series of flints which were recovered from 

one of her adjacent fields of her property (SJ 9836 9642). A further request had been made by Mrs 

Cox to see if we could shed some light on the historical background on her house and barn. 

 

The study area is situated north west of the intersecting roundabout of the M67 and the A57 located 

as a house and barn with outbuildings. Presently, the farm land is used for horse grazing during the 

spring and summer months. 

 

Permission was granted to do a series of test pit evaluations within a geographical location within 

one of the fields. A geophysical survey would be done of the field to assess the possibility of any 

below-ground archaeology. 

 

A series of test pits targeted areas of geophysical anomalies. !6 test pits were placed into the field 

along with four 1 x 4m trenches. Each individual area produced information regarding flints and 

features, especially within the small trenches.  The test pits produced some interesting finds such as 

hammer stone and a lump of rock with a cross in it.  

 

With the positive results obtained, it was decided to open up a larger evaluation trench, measuring 1 

x 12m, where a better understanding of the below ground archaeology could be understood. The 

geophysical results obtained from the area to be opened up gave positive information. A series of 

flint finds were recovered through this process together with a glass bead of possible Roman (2
nd

 

century AD) date. These finds will be assessed further by an expert at GMAAS. 

 

Further work is ongoing with the support from the land owner and her son. Further work to be done 

includes a building survey of the barn which is referred to by Brunskill as a Field Barn. 

 

      
 
Trench 3 Indicating a possible raised bank          The rear of the house and barn at Grange Farm 
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Exploring the Landscape Archaeology of Warburton: 

community participation & impact 

 

Front cover of the landscape archaeology book on Warburton launched in June 2015. 

On Saturday 6
th

 June several dozen people gathered to hear a set of talks on the history of 

Warburton in the local parish rooms as part of the Warburton History Day. Amongst the events was 

the launch of a book on the archaeology and history of the landscape of Warburton, the culmination 

of seven years of writing and 20 years of research. 

Warburton is a historic township that lies on the border of East Cheshire and Trafford, Greater 

Manchester, in North West England. Today it is best known for the busy toll-bridge that crosses the 

now dry river bed of the Mersey, and its two parish churches. Yet the rural township hides a rich 

landscape history with origins in the late prehistoric and Roman periods. The roots of the book 

partly lay in my fascination with this landscape. As a boy I remember my parents driving out at a 

weekend to buy eggs and potatoes from the old corn mill, and I even cycled around the township in 

the summer holidays. As a raw young professional archaeologist I was shown around the medieval 

timber church on a wet December afternoon in 1988, the graveyard at the time being studied by 

GMAU. In the early 1990s I was drawn back to the township as an increasing number of 

farmhouses were converted into private dwellings. These required recording and studying as part of 

the planning process, a job I was happy to be involved with through UMAU. I came to realise, as 

others had done before me, that the Warburton landscape was special (it had been in the hands of 

one family for nearly 700 years, the Warburton-Egertons, until 1918 and there was a wealth of 

documentary material available) and that it kept its secrets close: a Tudor wall painting had only 

recently been rediscovered in one of the farmhouses, whilst every time I recorded a building yet 

another previously unknown timber structure would emerge. Thus, when the Department of 

Archaeology at the University of Manchester was looking for a new undergraduate training project 

in 1995 and I was in need of a lowland piece of rural landscape to compare with the Tameside 

material I was working on, Warburton sprang to mind immediately. 
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The result was the Warburton Archaeological Survey project. This landscape project was designed 

to partner the Tameside Archaeological Survey, as an example of a rural community little touched 

by industrialisation – or so I naively thought. The aims were threefold: to study the archaeology of 

the church; to record the archaeology of the local buildings; and to examine the impact of humans 

on the landscape, especially in the last 1000 years. This was to be done in partnership with the local 

archaeology society, the South Trafford Archaeology Group (STAG), and with the local village 

community. Over 30 test pits were dug in front and back gardens: several hundred acres of fields 

walked, moss land remains sampled, the church recorded and dendro-dated, and over 50 buildings 

surveyed (sometimes during the winter when the snow would blow through the ruined roof of the 

building being studied). Even Channel 4’s Time Team was invited in to help after metal detecting 

revealed a cluster of Roman finds (broaches, coins and a silver arm bracelet now on display at 

Manchester Museum). I though the project might last five years, perhaps ten if we included the 

publication of the material. 20 years later new material is still being gathered: the work on the 

church and the landscape was finished in the first decade but opportunities still arise to look at the 

buildings with the help of the local group. 

Although I moved to Salford University in 2009 Warburton would not go away. In the autumn of 

2008 and the spring of 2009 I led a series of adult education courses for the Altrincham branch of 

the Workers Educational Association (WEA) on the archaeology and history of Warburton. The 

origin of the current book lies in that course when several members of the class decided to explore 

further the township’s history. This built upon archaeological and documentary work already 

undertaken. The team members for the book were Marjorie Carney, Jenny Cracknell, Jim Haworth, 

Chris Hill and Denise Jubb. I don’t think we realised it would take seven years to complete the book 

(over 30,000 words long), and that we would have to leave so much out. The volume has chapters 

on the development of the landscape and village, the latter starting as a linear arrangement of late 

medieval farmsteads that coalesced around a village green in the 16
th

 century; the archaeology and 

history of the old church (one of only 29 surviving medieval timber churches and chapels in 

England and Wales); the buildings of the area which include a dozen cruck-framed structures – one 

of the highest concentrations in the southern part of the North West; and a study of the people of the 

parish from 1600 to 1900 using the manorial, parish, and probate documents. Together this 

information provides a detailed record of a rural community on the edge of the great industrial and 

social changes of the post-medieval period. 

  

Excavations at Onion Farm Cottage, a cruck-framed timber house at Moss Brow, in 1999. 

The rich archaeological and historical landscape of Warburton is currently threatened by 21st 

century development in the form of the proposed high-speed railway line from Birmingham to 

Manchester. A feeder line is projected to cut across this rural township from north to south, 

potentially altering its character permanently. Such threats to the landscape of Warburton are not 

new. One hundred years ago in 1912 Geoffrey Egerton-Warburton observed that: ‘Although much 
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of the neighbourhood has become semi-urban and any idea of rural seclusion is destroyed, at least 

in summer, by the crowds that find their way to it from Manchester and the other large towns, yet 

the Cheshire village of Warburton … is a real country place still. Howe [sic] long it will remain so 

is another thing. One salt works has been set up at Heatley about a mile away and we are now 

(1912) promised another, while there is every prospect of land being let for works in Warburton 

itself. Who knows, in a few years perhaps the whole place may be reduced to the desolation of 

another Widnes. Then, when it has become a rare thing to find even a blade of grass on the dreary 

black waste or to see any bird but a grimy sparrow, a record of what was once here may be a strange 

reading’ (Egerton-Warburton, G., In a Cheshire Garden: Natural History Notes. London & 

Manchester: Sherratt & Hughes, 1912). This apocalyptic vision of the future of Warburton did not 

come about in the 20
th 

century. Whether the 21st century will be different remains to be seen but I 

suspect that my association with Warburton is not yet finished. 

Dr. Michael Nevell: https://archaeologyuos.wordpress.com/ 

 

Members of the Greater Manchester Archaeology Federation 

 
The eagle eyed among you will have noticed two new members of the federation.  Below are a few 

brief details about the groups. 

 

What is PeToR – Dave Stanley, Chair 

 
Recently the Federation graciously voted to allow PeToR to join the Greater Manchester 

Federation for Archaeology.  However I am sure that some of you would like to know a little more 

about the Group and how we came to be formed. 

For those of you who are wondering what PeToR stands for it is The Pele Tower Research Group. 

 For a number of years I have been interested in Pele Towers but it wasn’t until we were 

researching the Tower at Radcliffe as part of the Radcliffe Project that a number of things became 

apparent.  

At this stage for those who might be wondering Pele Towers have nothing to do with Peel’s Tower 

which stands on top of Holcombe Hill near Ramsbottom, which is a 19
th

 Century monument built 

to commemorate Sir Robert Peel who at one stage of his life lived in Bury and later became Prime 

Minister and is also responsible for founding the modern day Police Force (which is why the Police 

are sometimes referred to as Bobbies or Peelers).   

Sizergh Castle, Cumbria showing Pele Tower with attached hall and later additions. 
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Pele Towers seem to appear from the first part of the 14
th

 Century and occur (with a few 

exceptions) in the North of England and on the Scottish Borders. 

However despite there being a number of books about Pele Towers a lot of the information is 

either speculative or contradictory, to such an extent that it could be said that it is a very brave 

person who expresses in print an opinion on them. Which might explain why such renowned 

names as Professor R.W Brunskill in his book on Vernacular Architecture and Professor N.J.Higham 

in his publication A Frontier Landscape the Northwest in the Middle Ages, whilst recognising their 

existence, do not go into any depth on the subject. 

The publications which do include Pele Towers also tend to include Castles and other structures 

and in certain cases are an incomplete list or in others list structures which upon examination have 

never been Pele Towers.  As a result of this it is very difficult for anyone researching either 

defensive structures, from the 14
th

 and 15
th

 Century, or Manor Houses to be able to get a clear 

picture of the number of each type of structure that exist. When this is coupled with the lack of 

verifiable dating evidence for a lot of these structures, it can readily lead to erroneous conclusions 

being reached. 

The one thing that is obvious when researching Pele Towers is that with the majority of them, 

whilst a floor plan may have been completed, there are no records of the actual vernacular 

features that the buildings might possess, which in turn makes it impossible, without either visiting 

each site or searching for photographic evidence, to look for comparison sites or structures when 

researching into a particular site. 

This becomes even more important when we consider that a lot of the surviving examples of Pele 

Towers form the medieval cores of Stately Homes, farms and other buildings throughout the 

North and without a means of dating the Tower, it becomes difficult to give a start date for the 

whole structure. 

The aims of the Group are:- 

a) To enable research into Pele Towers, Solar Towers and Tower houses, both extant and also 

the sites of Towers and to promote a greater understanding of the importance and role of 

Pele Towers. 

       b)   To study and understand the development of Pele Towers. 

       c)    To develop and maintain methods of recording the Vernacular Architecture of Pele Towers 

and undertake research into the various types of Towers and their impact upon their environs. 

       d)    To encourage the Public, Local Groups, Societies and Schools to get involved in the 

researching and recording of Pele Towers. 

In order to accomplish these we will be studying the Architecture of surviving examples of Towers 

and also carrying out research into establishing where there are lost examples. With a view to 

ultimately being able to publish a comprehensive list of Pele Tower sites. In the course of this work 

it should be possible to identify the evolution of Towers from the simple Pele Towers into the 

more elaborate Tower Houses and define what features enable us to differentiate between each 

subgroup, so that eventually we will be able to identify each site as either Pele Tower, Solar Tower, 

Tower House or Bastle and also establish whether there were any conjoined Pele Towers as has 

been suggested by some authors.             

We also intend to establish a simple system of recording features which will enable researchers in 

the future to compare various sites and hopefully establish a means of dating the structures where 

the documentary evidence is poor or missing. This will enable researchers and Local Archaeology 

Groups to investigate buildings of medieval origin, within their areas, and both identify where Pele 

Towers are present and also carry out a survey to enable them to date the portion of the building 

which contains the Tower and using a simple method record the findings. 

This will enable a complete database to be built up covering the Towers of Northern England. 

As you may see, this will be a major project that will help us gain a better understanding of the 

development of the North during the mid to late medieval period and will enhance our knowledge 

of manorial sites.    
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Wilmslow Community Archaeology 

 
This is a small independent group operating from a base in Wilmslow Parish, East Cheshire. 

Founded in 2007, initially to study the gravestones in St.Bartholomew's, Wilmslow, but has since 

then branched out, taking in other aspects of archaeology and history in Wilmslow and Handforth. 

 

The aim is to get a better understanding of the past of Wilmslow Parish (which includes 

traditionally: Wilmslow, Styal, Stanneylands, Dean Row, Finney Green, Lacey Green, Morley, 

Oversley Ford and Ullerswood, Fulshaw, the Hough, the northern part of Alderley Edge, which was 

originally known as Chorley and Lindow, Row of Trees and Davenport Green). 

 

Because the historical sources for the area tend to be quite slim, they intend to focus on 

archaeological methods, such as landscape surveys, study of the graveyards and standing buildings 

and small excavations when necessary. However, when possible they try to tie their findings in with 

the known historical records and thus get a better understanding of what went on in Wilmslow since 

the Bronze Age. 

 
While there are some qualified historians and archaeologists in their midst, they try and make room 

for the research interest for all of our members. So newcomers can join in the existing projects or 

develop their own ideas and directions and contribute their own skills, or learn new ones. The main 

idea is working together towards better understanding the area where we live. 

 

Fieldwork is organised as well as research days, and have in the past organised events for the 

Festival of British Archaeology and Family Fun days around the research in cooperation with other 

organisations in the parish, including various Youth Groups, the local Parish Church, the Wilmslow 

Historical Society. 

 

There are monthly lectures on various topics at St. Bartholomew’s and guided tours, either as stand 

alone events or part of the programme of various societies or adult education venues. 

 

 
 

The group has published a number of small guides on the aspect of the history and archaeology of 

the area and are offering short articles on the family history of some former Wilmslow residents. At 

the moment they are working at publishing the results of some of their watching briefs and 

excavations. 

 

http://www.mancent.org.uk/wilmslowcommunityarchaeology.html 

 


