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JOHN HEARLE MBE 1925-2016 
A EULOGY 

 
When the first archaeological discoveries were made in John and Ann’s garden at the Old 

Vicarage in the late 1990s, John soon recognised the potential significance of the finds 

and the need to support further larger scale investigations. Setting up the Mellor 

Archaeological Trust in the year 2000, which John chaired until near his death, he worked 

tirelessly to raise funds to support several memorable summers of excavation. These were 

true community events made possible with a series of successful Heritage Lottery Fund 

applications, ever larger in scale and expertly orchestrated by John. They allowed 

hundreds of volunteers to experience the excitement of digging prehistoric and Roman 

remains in the lovely setting of John and Ann’s garden and adjacent fields. The challenge 

for the professional archaeological team from the University of Manchester Archaeological 

Unit, who led the training and recording on site, was how much of their beloved garden 

would John and Ann allow to be dug up. Well, the answer was, ultimately, pretty much all 

of it - bar one or two precious flower beds and the rhododendron patch which was 

definitely out of bounds!  

 

Federation members 
The following groups are members of the Federation: 
Bolton Archaeology and Egyptology Society, Bury Archaeological Group, Cheadle & Gatley U3A, Darwen 
Local History Society, Glossop and Longdendale Archaeological Society,  Historic Grafitti Project, Holcombe 
Moor Heritage Group, Littleborough Historical and Archaeological Society, Manchester Region Industrial 
Archaeology Society, Mellor Archaeological Trust, Middleton Archaeological Society, Moston Archaeology 
Group, Peel Tower Research Group, Prestwich Heritage Society, Royton Lives Through the Ages, the 
Friends of Castleshaw Roman Forts, South Manchester Archaeological Research Team, South Trafford 
Archaeological Group, Tameside Archaeological Society, Wigan Archaeological Society, Wilmslow 
Community Archaeology 
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John standing in the drive at Mellor Old Vicarage 
 

Prior to this excavation the Stockport area was a ‘black hole’ of knowledge for the late 

prehistoric and Roman periods. Over ten years of archaeological investigations 

transformed understanding not only of the origins of settlement in the Mellor area but also 

across a wide swathe of the central Pennines and North West Region. Not many people 

would have allowed such a long running and thorough intrusion of their private garden, but 

John’s commitment and enthusiasm for heritage went even further than this when he 

donated part of the garden, which holds the displayed remains of an Iron Age ditch and 

round house, to the public. This fantastic legacy from John means that the local and wider 

community will continue to enjoy and understand the remarkable archaeological remains 

at the Old Vicarage.  

 

John and the Mayor of Stockport at the official opening of the heritage garden at the Old Vicarage 
on 30th September 2012 
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John was constantly looking for ways to engage the community with the exciting 

archaeology. One of these was the annual archaeology open weekend event, usually the 

first weekend in September, which saw up to 1,500 visitors come to the site. With able 

support from Ann, Trust volunteers, and an army of well marshalled and enthusiastic 

helpers, these events were much anticipated and enjoyed by all who took part. But John 

also widened knowledge and participation in a host of other ways: such as encouraging 

schools and disadvantaged groups to visit, publishing books on the archaeology and 

history of the site and wider Mellor area, and promoting a detailed website and videos of 

the excavations. John was keen to make sure that the many interesting finds from the 

excavations were properly reported on and conserved. Serendipity meant that Stockport 

Council open a new museum in Stockport town centre, just as the Mellor archaeological 

project was completing – this meant that the finds are on display in the Story of Stockport 

museum for anyone to see. 

When John received his MBE for services to archaeology in 2010 it was a well-deserved 

recognition of his drive and determination to facilitate archaeological investigations in 

Mellor and engage as many people in the area’s heritage as possible. But John was also 

an ambassador for archaeology and delivered many talks not only on Mellor but also on 

the important role of community archaeology. He was very concerned at cuts to the 

profession and was a passionate correspondent in its defence. As a representative of 

Mellor Archaeological Trust, he played an active part in the Greater Manchester 

Archaeology Federation of local societies 

 
John and the archaeology team from Manchester University standing on the new footbridge over 
the Iron Age ditch, part of John and Anne’s garden donated to the people of Stockport 
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Given that John achieved all of this in his retirement, you would forgive him if he had 

chosen to stand down after overseeing the completion of the Mellor Heritage Project. But 

not a bit of it! John had yet more to give to Mellor’s heritage. Again working tirelessly, and 

despite an initial set back, he was able to work with the Canal & River Trust to successfully 

obtain Heritage Lottery funding for the ‘Revealing Oldknow’s Legacy’ project. Many of you 

will have seen the ongoing transformation of Oldknow’s Mellor Mill site at Roman Lakes. 

Once completed, this will be another great community heritage asset, a legacy of John’s 

vision, determination and fund raising. But even this wasn’t the end of John’s work. His last 

act was to put Mellor’s Heritage on a European stage by being part of a successful pan-

European funding bid that looks at the effect of environmental change on archaeological 

monuments. 

There can be few people who have achieved so much in their later years, and given so 

much to their local heritage. John, and Ann with her wonderful passion for and 

commitment to local history, made such a dynamic partnership for the benefit of Mellor’s 

heritage. Their work has touched the lives of so many people in the local and wider 

community. John’s legacy will live on for decades to come. 

By Norman Redhead 
July 2016 
 
 

Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service 
A summary for the year 2015-16 

 

Introduction 
The following report is for the fourth year of the Greater Manchester Archaeological 

Advisory Service, which is based at the University of Salford. The three staff at GMAAS 

provide archaeological planning advice to the ten Greater Manchester Planning Authorities 

and maintain the Historic Environment Record. 

 

The Greater Manchester Historic Environment Record (GM HER) 

The database now has 18,445 individual entries comprising: monuments, find spots, listed 

buildings, local historic interest buildings, historic places and ancient landscapes. There 

are also 54,000 records for the Historic Landscape Characterisation dataset. These are 

supported by over 87,000 images and a substantial paper archive and library. 

Over the past year 53 grey literature reports have been entered onto the database, 237 

new Monument records created and 4735 existing Monument records updated. 42 new 

event records have been created, 16 new listed buildings entered, and GMAAS have 

responded to 31 consultations from Historic England on proposals for listing or 

amendments to existing designations.  
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A key role of the HER, as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework, is to advise 

applicants and their agents on the location and character of known heritage assets within a 

proposal area. GMAAS have provided HER data to 117 development enquirers (12 more 

than last year); additionally, advice has been provided on appropriate archaeological 

mitigation. Where there is an archaeological interest, the developer will often appoint an 

archaeological consultant to compile a report; this usually involves a visit to GMAAS to 

seek information in the HER library of archaeology reports and publications which 

supplement the HER database. There were 39 visits to the GMAAS office to consult the 

HER library. 

The HER now has 2,569 grey literature reports in its library. These mostly report on the 

results of archaeological investigations undertaken as part of the planning system. They 

include Environmental Statements (ES), Heritage Statements (HS), Desk Based 

Assessments (DBA), Building Surveys (BS), Evaluations such as geophysical survey and 

trial trenching (EVAL), Excavations (EXC), Surveys (SURV) and Watching Briefs (WB). It 

is estimated that there is a backlog of around 850 reports waiting to be entered onto the 

HER database.  

GMAAS has been commissioned by Historic England to carry out a heritage audit of 

surviving textile mills. This is based on reviewing the mills identified in the original 1980s 

survey undertaken by GMAU and the RCHME. At that time around 1000 survived and 

these were entered on to the GM HER, which makes them a material consideration in the 

planning process. However, 95 mills were also afforded listed status. The new study aims 

to report on how many are extant, what condition they are in, and how much floor space is 

used/empty. The first stage is a desk based survey but also includes a more detailed, pilot 

study of Oldham borough; this will include site visits and preparation of individual survey 

sheets together with a summary report. The first stage will be completed in June 2016, 

with the second stage to include site visits to the other authorities in Greater Manchester, 

with a view for the whole project to be finished by early 2017. 

 
Regent Mill, Failsworth - an example of a grade 2 listed mill in Oldham District 

Planning Work 
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GMAAS were consulted on 59 Written Schemes of Investigation (WSI) supplied in 

accordance with archaeology planning conditions. This is an 18% increase on such 

consultations in 2014-15. These set out an agreed programme and methodology of 

archaeological works for the investigation process and post-investigation analysis, 

dissemination of results and archive deposition. An agreed WSI does not in itself satisfy a 

planning condition but does formally identify each stage of the archaeological process to 

be implemented in order to meet the requirements of the condition. Progress towards 

fulfilment can then be monitored against the WSI. 

During the last year, GMAAS undertook 64 monitoring visits to archaeological 

investigations being undertaken on development sites. The purpose of these visits was to 

check that archaeological work was being undertaken in accordance with the agreed WSIs 

in order to comply with planning conditions. The visits also allowed discussion of further 

mitigation requirements or adjustments to the agreed methodologies based on the nature 

of the evidence being revealed, and to make sure professional standards were being 

adhered to.  

Over the last year GMAAS have received 151 reports to place in the HER (8 more than 

last year). These have to be checked by GMAAS staff to make sure they properly 

represent the heritage interest of the study area and conform to professional standards. As 

might be expected, by far the largest contribution is for Manchester which reflects the high 

level of development in the city centre. The breakdown of report types by district is set out 

in the following table: 

 
 ES HS DBA BS EVAL EXC SURV WB TOTAL 
BO 1  4 2  2 2  11 
BU   1  1    2 
MA  7 33 8 8 5 2 3 66 
OL  2 3 2 2 1   11 

RO   6  1    7 
SA  1 7 2 6 5  1 22 
ST   4 4 3  2 4 17 
TA   1      1 
TR   3 1 1  1  6 
WI   5 1 1  1  8 
TOTAL 1 10 67 20 23 13 8 9 151 

Breakdown of report types by district 

 
The archaeological work was undertaken by 38 separate organisations, which reflects the 

wide range of archaeological contractors and consultants operating in Greater Manchester.  

In the year to March 31st 2016 the LPAs in Greater Manchester received 18,738 planning 

applications. This is an increase of 1,462, or c.8.5% on the previous year. Despite this not 

insignificant increase in the overall number of planning applications being received by the 

LPAs, the number and rate of consultations received by GMAAS has only risen slightly. In 
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the same period GMAAS was consulted by the LPAs on some 291 planning applications, a 

slight increase in number on the previous year (281). At c.1.5% of all planning applications 

received by the LPAs however, this is a slight percentage fall on 2014-15 (1.6%). Over the 

past 12 months the rate of planning application consultation has, on average, been just 

over 24 per calendar month, which is a slight increase on 2014-15 (23).  

Arising out of the LPA planning consultations, GMAAS have offered a range of 

recommendations in respect of the need or otherwise for further information or work. Of 

the 291 consultations received by GMAAS 162 (56%) were judged to have no impact upon 

the archaeological interest. For the remaining 129 (44%) GMAAS recommended that 

some form of further archaeological work (assessment, evaluation, excavation, watching 

brief, building recording) should be undertaken. This compares with 123 in the previous 

year. 

In a number (20) of consultations GMAAS recommended that a planning application 

should not be determined by the LPA until an archaeological assessment and/ or 

evaluation had been completed and submitted. This is just under 7% of the consultations 

received by GMAAS. For the remaining 37% GMAAS recommended that the 

archaeological interest could be dealt with as part of a conditioned programme. In all such 

cases GMAAS provided suggested wording for the necessary condition based upon the 

model condition which is now set out in paragraph 37 of English Heritage’s (now Historic 

England) Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning: Note 2: Decision-Taking 

in the Historic Environment. 

In addition to the planning application consultations, in 2015-16 GMAAS responded to 

some 52 pre-application consultations. Of these 17 resulted in recommendations that there 

was no impact, and that no further archaeological work was necessary. Of the remaining 

35, some 28 resulted in recommendations for pre-submission desk-based or building 

assessment and 7 in a recommendation for a conditioned programme of works.  

The trend noted in the last few months of 2014-15 for previously dormant, large 

development schemes to become active continued into 2015-16. This has had 

consequences for the workload of GMAAS staff.  Site meetings, briefs, site visits and 

reading the resulting assessments and fieldwork reports for these sites have taken up a 

significant amount of staff time. 

 

Planning Case Studies 

 

The following section briefly describes a selection of case studies of archaeological 

projects from last year that have come out of the planning process. These are selected to 

illustrate the diversity of project types and outcomes. As with the previous year, the bulk of 
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the work has taken place in the historic cores of Manchester and Salford, but Wigan is also 

noteworthy in relation to a number of large housing schemes coming forward. 

Following on from a desk based assessment and archaeological evaluation at the 

Montcliffe Quarry extension site, National Museums Liverpool Archaeology Field Unit 

undertook a targeted excavation of a geophysical anomaly prior to quarry ground works 

commencing. This turned out to be a Neolithic hearth associated with a scatter of 103 flints, 

dating from c 2500 to 1750 BC. 

 

 
Neolithic hearth site at Montcliffe Quarry (National Museums Liverpool Archaeology Field Unit) 

 
At the former Welsh Baptist Chapel on Upper Brook Street, near Manchester University, 

Phoenix Exhumations Ltd have recorded and removed 95 burials from the well-ordered 

graveyard at this site, which is due for residential development. This was originally a 

Unitarian Church established in 1838. GMAAS identified the need for an appropriate 

scheme of removal, record and analysis. 

 

      
Individual burial vaults at the Welsh Baptist Chapel – many of the burials were in lead coffins 
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Despite extensive disturbance from the construction of the BBC North buildings in the 

1970s, archaeologists from Pre-Construct Archaeology were able to record some 

interesting archaeological features at the Oxford site during ground remediation. One of 

these comprised the remains of a brick clamp kiln, overlain by 1840s workers’ housing. 

This is the first time such a kiln has been revealed in Manchester. These kilns used locally 

sourced clay and were built adjacent to building sites in the late 18th and early 19th 

centuries as Manchester rapidly expanded. 

 

 
The ‘tiger stripe’ effect of burnt clay and soot-lined flues at the base of the brick clamp kiln site, cut 

by the brick foundations of workers’ housing 

 
Salford Archaeology has also evaluated the site of Castle Irwell in Salford as part of a 

flood defence storage basin scheme. The site included a prominent sandstone outcrop 

occupied by a mansion in the early 19th century, but shown as being a ‘Roman Camp’ on 

an early map. The outcrop was totally levelled for Manchester Race Course in the early 

20th century. Evaluation followed by open-area excavation has revealed the extensive 

foundations of the cottage and heated glass houses at the foot of the outcrop as well as a 

ditch-like feature which may be prehistoric in origin. 

 

             
Castle Irwell: remains of the cottage and glass house (left) and the terminus of the ditch feature 

being excavated (right) 
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Ahead of construction of new offices for Stockport Homes at Edward Street opposite the 

town hall, Wardell Armstrong archaeologists recorded the remains of a once famous and 

unusual Stockport landmark. This was a windmill erected in the 1780s to power a cotton 

mill. Despite the site having already been redeveloped for car show rooms in the 1920s, 

there were impressive foundations for the windmill and fragmentary remains of the 

adjacent cotton mill. There was a lot of local interest in the site, especially from Stockport 

Heritage, so guided tours were organised prior to removal of the remains for a basement 

car park. 

 

 
Aerial view of completed excavation of the windmill and cotton factory during the public access 

event (courtesy of Wardell Armstrong) 

 
As part of a large-scale housing development scheme a programme of archaeological 

works was conditioned ahead of development activity on land near Walmsley Farm, Leigh 

in Wigan district. Geophysical survey and evaluation trenching revealed in-situ medieval 

and post-medieval archaeological deposits across parts of the site. Selected areas were 

subject to open-area excavation between November 2015 and January 2016. A series of 

cut features including pits and gullies and a relict plough soil produced medieval evidence 

in the form of pottery sherds. The site has also produced remains relating to post-medieval 

coal mining in the area. The medieval pottery has yet to be analysed in detail, but it seems 

to reveal activity from the late 12th to 14th centuries. This is a very rare type of site in the 

context of Greater Manchester. 
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The stripped area of archaeological interest at Walmsley Farm (courtesy of Adam Thompson, 

Salford Archaeology) 
 
Community Engagement 
 

GMAAS and the Centre for Applied Archaeology organised a Greater Manchester 

Archaeology Day at Peel Hall on 28th November 2015, supported by the Greater 

Manchester Archaeology Federation. The event was attended by 168 people who saw 

presentations by eight speakers on a range of archaeological projects carried out over the 

previous year. The Head of School welcomed delegates to the University. There were also 

a number of displays from local societies and the Centre, as well as book sales and 

refreshments. The number of participants has increased year on year. 

 

Dig Greater Manchester 

 

CfAA have undertaken the two end-of-project showcase excavations at the Hart Hill 

mansion site, Buile Hill Park, Salford, and Radcliffe Tower, Bury. These have involved 

hundreds of school-children and adults over a 5-week dig period. Radcliffe Tower is a 

Scheduled Monument which is being consolidated as part of a Heritage Lottery Funded 

scheme led by Bury MBC (worth £267k). The surrounding manorial hall site will be 

interpreted and presented to the public within a newly created heritage park, all based on 

the archaeological findings.  
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A large number of remarkably-well preserved jars and bottles from the late 19th century were 

discovered during the Hart Hill excavations 
 

    
Excavating medieval remains at Radcliffe (left) with one of the finds – a 14th century flagon (right) 

 

Revealing Oldknow’s Legacy 
 
This is a partnership project between the Canal & River Trust and Mellor Archaeological 

Trust which has won a grant of £1.5 million from the Heritage Lottery Fund. GMAAS have 

provided archaeological advice. It is focused on three key sites in Marple and Mellor which 

epitomize Samuel Oldknow’s extraordinary industrialization of this area at the end of the 

18th century. The CRT have repaired and presented the Marple Aqueduct while MAT are 

undertaking community excavation and presentation of Mellor Mill at the Roman Lakes 

park, with archaeological expertise provided by Salford Archaeology. The third site is 

Marple Lime Kilns, a Scheduled Monument which is on Historic England’s At Risk 

Register; this is the subject of various surveys and community events with a view to 

developing a management plan to protect and present it in the future. 
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Remains of the late 18th century tramway near Marple Lime Kilns (left) and Mellor Mill (right) 

 

Publications 
 

The Greater Manchester’s Past Revealed Series has seen two more publications 
produced over the last year: 
Greengate: The Archaeology of Salford’s Historic Core – No. 13 
‘Hell upon Earth’: the archaeology of Angel Meadow – No. 14 
 

                          
 

Conclusion 
 
It can be seen from the figures in this summary report that GMAAS have dealt with an 

increased planning advice workload over the year compared with the previous year. This 

reflects the boom in new development in the area.  Yet, this is against a back ground of a 

further cut in the GMAAS budget, of 12.4% from 1st January 2016. The pressure on staff 

time and resources to deal with this is unsustainable and requires attention. 

The Centre for Applied Archaeology, which GMAAS forms part of, has cemented its place 

in the School of Environment and Life Sciences and has been encouraged to draw up a 

degree course in archaeology which is expected to commence in September 2017. The 

new degree will be called Archaeology and Geography with Professional Practice. 

Norman Redhead 
Heritage Management Director (Archaeology) 
July 2016 
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Project Legacy Tameside 
 
Two members of TAS undertook the CBA training for this project in 2015. A website 

dedicated to the project has the ability to record on line information on WW1 sites. 

(http://www.homefrontlegacy.org.uk/wp/) 

The first stage was to identify documentation which referred to potential sites uses during 

the first world war. Searching microfilms of the local newspaper of the time covered in 

depth the activities abroad and locally to support the British war effort. This gave clues to 

many sites for example the use of areas to train artillery. For example a ladies group set 

up to support the wives of soldiers.  A visit to a WW1 drill hall in Ashton under Lyne 

encountered a retired soldier who remembered a story of practice trenches in Tameside.  

An assessment in 2014 of Tameside's Lidar data discovered an anomaly at a known WW2 

rifle range. A re-evaluation of the lidar image suggested to the south of the main practice 

firing area distinctive parallel anomalies that it could be trenching, which would bring its 

use back to WW1. A brief visit confirmed the lidar data. TAS has received permission from 

the landowners to survey the site. TAS advertised the project including an article in a local 

newspaper, one reader’s response was the archivist of a scout group. They discovered 

documentation from WW1 where scouts back filled practice trenches at the same rifle 

range.  

An interior standing building survey 

has been completed for the Ashton 

Armoury in Ashton under Lyne. This 

incorporated features such as an 

armoury, rifle range and an intact 

superstructure dated 1886. 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial within the Ashton Armoury 

 
 
 



15 

    
WW1 discoveries at known WW2 rifle range                     Internal survey of Ashton Armoury 
 

 

The main hospital at the time was being used for wounded soldiers: Ashton Infirmary. 

However the demand was excessive so Auxiliary hospitals (over 3000 throughout Britain), 

were formed for the duration of the war. The British Red Cross provided much of this care. 

In Tameside facilities were converted from normal functions, such as residences to a 

school: Richmond House, Rycroft Hall, Albert House, Early Bank House and the 

Mechanics Institute. Many of the buildings still survive and hopefully a survey will be 

planned for these buildings in due course.  

Armament production in the Tameside area was on a large scale and we know of the site 

of the large TNT explosion in Ashton under Lyne not far from here.  We have information 

about Heginbottom Mill which was converted to make artillery shells. A member of the 

public contacted us regarding a member of their family being involved in the shell 

production as a young girl. 

The practical side of the project is expected to take a couple of years. 

 

 

Timperley Old Hall Farmhouse 

Excavation of the remains of the Timperley Hall Farmhouse constitutes the final phase of 

the Timperley Old Hall project. It extends the investigation beyond the date, c 1800, when 

the buildings on the moated site were demolished and the New Hall and a farmhouse, with 

farm buildings and workers' cottages, were built to the north and west of the moat.  

The Tithe Map of 1836-51 shows the position of the farmhouse attached to the threshing 

barn, however the 1875 OS map shows them as separate buildings.   

The farmhouse was extended in 1852 by the addition of a wing, porch and gardens on the 

west side of the original house and the west facing porch became the front entrance. The 

farmhouse was in turn demolished in 1948, having been a working dairy farm and milk 

delivery business during most of the 20th C, including the WW2 period. One of Hugh 
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Bradbury’s grandsons, Mr Ben Bradbury, has been helpful in interpreting the floor plan as 

we uncovered it, although of course it is over 60 years since he last lived there. 

Although nothing of the old farmhouse is visible above ground, the approximate position in 

relation to the existing buildings is known from the 1910 OS map. 

 
 
 

 

Cropped part of 1910 OS map showing the 

farmhouse , with 1852 extension  

The only photograph that has so far been found 

of the building is that taken of the west  

elevation and illustrated in the report on the 

moated site excavations (Refs 1,2).  

  

The floor plan as it emerged from the excavation is shown below, in a hand-drawn 

reduction from the original site drawings and is compared to the plan drawn up from 

memory by Mr Bradbury.  There is good agreement between the two plans, except for the 

kitchen/scullery arrangement. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Floor plan revealed by excavation 
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Sketch from Mr Bradbury, redrawn to same orientation as floor plan above 

 
The full report is still in progress. 
 
By Michael Waite – South Trafford Archaeological Group 

References 
i). P Faulkner (ed) : “Timperlie: The history and archaeology of Timperley Old Hall” , STAG , 2005 
ii). D.Pierce, P North, M Nevell, B Burton  “Timperley Old Hall, excavation of the  moated platform” , Greater 
Manchester's Past Revealed #8, Centre for Applied Archaeology , Univ Salford   

 
www.engagingwithcommunications.com 
 
Nigel Linge, Professor of Telecommunications, University of Salford is keen to develop and 
document Manchester’s telecommunications heritage.  The map & information following is still a 
work in progress.  He would very much like to hear from people who can help him expand his 
knowledge and improve the information he currently holds.  If you can add to his database, please 
contact him by email (n.linge@salford.ac.uk) or telephone (0161 295 4759) or follow me on Twitter 
(@NigelLinge) 

 

 



18 

 
1.  John Pender and Company (29 Dale Street, Manchester 1847).  John Pender was born in 

Glasgow but made his fortune as a Cotton Merchant in Manchester.  He invested in the 1857/58 

Trans-Atlantic Telegraph Cable and was pivotal in the more successes 1865/66 cables.  Thereafter 

he established the world’s largest telegraph company – The Eastern Telegraph Company – which 

eventually became Cable and Wireless. 

2. The Eastern Telegraph Company office (20 Norfolk Street, Manchester).  The Eastern 

Telegraph Company was the world’s largest telegraph company, formed by Manchester based 

cotton merchant, John Pender.  It is not known when the Manchester Office was opened by the 

company was formed in 1872. 

3. The offices of Mr. Thomas Hudson – hardware merchant.  He was the recipient of the first 

telephone installed in the UK under license from the Post Office. This was reported in the 

Manchester Weekly Times of the Saturday 26th January 1878. 

4. Manchester’s first telephone exchange (almost the first in the UK), Faulkner Street.  

Opened by the Lancashire & Cheshire Telephonic Exchange Company in 1879 and believed to be 

the garden/car park adjacent to the Chinese Arch.  The HQ of this company was reported as being 

38 Faulkner Street in the late 1880s. 

5. Entrance to Manchester’s under-ground nuclear bunker (George Street, Manchester).   

Guardian Telephone exchange and network of under-ground tunnels. 

6. Telephone House (26 York St, Manchester).  Home of the Peterloo Telephone exchange 

that formed part of the UK’s first public radiophone service – the precursor to today’s mobile phone.  

Known as the South Lancashire Radiophone Service opened on 28th October 1959.  The adjacent 

building – now named “the exchange” housed the Rutherford Telephone Exchange which was 

linked to the Guardian underground tunnels.  Both buildings still exist but are no longer part of BT 

7. City Tower (Piccadilly Gardens) is a major broadcasting site for radio and was in the 1990s 

Europe’s largest microwave communications hub.  Microwave is used to provide high capacity 

point to point links and forms an important part of today’s mobile phone networks. 

8. Dial House (Chapel Street, Salford).  Home to the Central, Blackfriars and Deansgate 

telephone exchanges.  This exchange formed part of the UK’s first national computer packet 

switching network – Experimental Packet Switch Stream (EPSS) opened in 1977 and was the first 

telephone exchange in Manchester to go digital with the introduction of System X in April 1986. 

9. Manchester Victoria Station.  The Manchester & Leeds Railway Company (later Lancashire 

and Yorkshire) opened Manchester’s first electrical telegraph offices in Oldham Road Station 

(1842) and here at Victoria (formerly Hunts Bank) Station in 1844.  Railways pioneered the 

development of electrical communications through the telegraph and Victoria station also became 

home to the Lancashire and Yorkshire School of Signalling.   It is also here where in 1852, the 

English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Co. opened one of Manchester’s first public telegraph offices. 


