




Cheadle Civic Society was formed in 1964 to 
protect the village. Plans were monitored, litter 
picked, bulbs planted, paths cleared. Larger 
projects were undertaken, including those on 
the White Hart Gardens, High Street fl ower 
displays, Makers’ Markets, and the Diamond 
Jubilee Celebrations. The Society’s 50th 
anniversary project to renovate Cheadle Village 
Green gave us the opportunity to explore the 
history beneath the surface of the grounds of 
Cheadle Hall.

The Society had previously funded an 
excavation of the remains of Cheadle Hall, 
which had stood in the grounds immediately 
behind the Green. This proved to be of great 
public interest, with a large attendance 
and providing the opportunity actually to 
participate in the digging.

Cheadle residents have shown that they are very 
interested in their village history, and with that in 
mind, the Society funded further archaeological 
investigations at the Green, on the site of the 
Cheadle Hall cottages and stable area, making 
very interesting discoveries.

I hope that you will enjoy reading about what 
was found and other projects that have been 
undertaken around Cheadle, together with an 
account of the village’s most important early 
historic buildings.
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Foreword

Cheadle and Gatley Urban District Council 
Coat of Arms

The central red ‘W’ is derived from the arms of the de 
Chedle family, and the central wheatsheaf refers to 

the Earls of Chester. The two gold lozenges are from 
the arms of the Stopford or Stokeport family, whilst 

the white bulls represent the Bulkeley family, and the 
ermine eagle crest symbolises the Moseleys 
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Introduction

Cheadle is an ancient manor, formerly in north Cheshire, that has its historical origins in Anglo-
Saxon times. This booklet will show how evidence of human settlement extends back much 
earlier though, with stone tools and weapons, and burial remains from the prehistoric period, 
as well as a number of Roman fi nds. The fi rst archaeological investigations in the village took 
place as recently as 2005, and since then there have been several important archaeological 
projects. This booklet provides an opportunity to present the results of this important work, 
which is transforming our knowledge of early Cheadle.

Since its inception 50 years ago, Cheadle Civic Society has championed the cause of heritage, 
striving to understand, share and protect the village’s rich legacy of history and buildings that 
make it such a distinctive place in which to live and work. This booklet has been funded by 
the Society as part of its 50th anniversary celebrations. It provides a wonderful and timely 
opportunity to present current knowledge of early Cheadle through its historic buildings, fi nds 
and recent archaeological discoveries. 

View along Cheadle High Street from the tower of St Mary’s Church, looking towards Cheadle Green
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The Setting
Cheadle is situated on the western edge of the Metropolitan Borough of Stockport, some 6km to the 
south-west of Stockport town centre, and 15km south of Manchester. Topographically, Cheadle lies 
on the north-eastern edge of the Cheshire Plain, in the shadow of the Pennine hills that rise steeply to 
the east of Stockport. The historic core of the village occupies slightly higher ground overlooking the 
shallow valley of the River Mersey. The village centre retains its strong historical character, refl ected 
in the large number of listed buildings, whilst post-War housing developments on the periphery 
have wrought a signifi cant expansion of the urban area. This has been coupled with a growth in the 
modern road network, and particularly the M60 motorway, which takes a route between the village 
and the River Mersey.



































































































Location of principal historic 
buildings and sites of 

archaeological interest in Cheadle. 
Contains Ordnance Survey data 

© Crown copyright and database 
right 2014
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EARLY Origins

The earliest fi rm evidence for human activity around Cheadle is represented by 
a few chance fi nds that date from the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods (c 10,000 
to c 2300 BC). These include two polished stone axes, one found in Cheadle 
and the second at nearby Gatley, and a small fragment of worked fl int that was 
discovered during an archaeological excavation at Cheadle Bleach Works in 
2009. These artefacts are all likely to have been lost by transient hunter-gatherers 
who passed through this part of the Mersey Valley. 

The earliest indication of more permanent settlement in the region dates to the Bronze Age (c 2300 
to c 700 BC), when small farming communities evolved across north-west England. The strategic 
position of Cheadle, occupying an elevated situation overlooking the confl uence of the River 
Mersey with the Micker Brook, may have been recognised as a favourable location for prehistoric 

settlement. Firm evidence for 
a Bronze-Age community in 
Cheadle is provided by the 
discovery of three ceramic 
urns, each containing cremated 
human bones, which were 
unearthed during building 
work in 1872 at Brooklyn 
Crescent off Massie Street.



Tiny fragment of worked fl int that was 
discovered during archaeological work 
carried out at Cheadle Bleach Works

The most visible remains of the 
Bronze Age in the region are funerary 
monuments known as round barrows, 

a good example being Brown Low 
barrow near Mellor. The urns found 
at Cheadle may have originally been 

contained in a similar mound

A local example of a large prehistoric stone axe hammer. This was  found 
in Woodbank Park, Stockport (Stockport Museums)
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It is quite possible that there was a small settlement in Cheadle during the Iron Age, which spanned 
the years from c 700 BC until the arrival of the Romans, but physical evidence is lacking. The nearest 
known Iron-Age settlement in the area is at Mellor, where a major programme of archaeological 
excavation, since 2000, facilitated by the Mellor Archaeological Trust has revealed remarkable remains 
of a hilltop settlement. Other known Iron-Age settlements in the region include those at Castlesteads 
in Bury, and Great Woolden Hall near Cadishead in Salford, both of which have topographical 
characteristics comparable 
to Cheadle, and were only 
confi rmed as ancient settlement 
sites as a result of archaeological 
excavation. These were small-
scale settlements sited on 
promontories overlooking a 
river and defended by ditches. 
Occupation of them continued 
into the Roman period, and it is 
possible that a similar settlement 
may have existed in Cheadle.

Iron-Age roundhouses being excavated at the Mellor hilltop site, 
showing a reconstructed roundhouse (one-third scale)

Aerial view of Castlesteads promontory 
site near Bury .5.



THe Roman Period

The Roman army arrived in the 
North West in the early AD 70s, 
and built a series of forts across 
the region, connected by a 
network of well-built roads. 
One of these roads, linking the 
Roman fort at Manchester with 
Buxton, may have passed through 
Cheadle. The existence of this 
road was inferred by antiquarians 
in the nineteenth century from the 
name ‘Street Lane’, which is now 
Cheadle Road. 

Physical evidence for the course 
of the road was drawn from 
the discovery in the 1880s of a 
surface composed of compacted 
gravel on Ack Lane East in 
Bramhall, which is on a parallel 
alignment to Cheadle Road. 
Further to the south-east, an 
excavation at Walnut Tree Farm in Woodford by the former University of Manchester Archaeological 
Unit (UMAU) revealed another section of a gravel road, which had a width of 7.5m and a cambered 
surface, typical of Roman construction. There are also nineteenth-century accounts of an ‘old paved 
road’ beneath the modern road across Cheadle Heath, which may have been part of the Roman road 
between the forts at Chester and Melandra, near Glossop.

In addition to the position of the village on the line of these roads, there are tantalising indications 
of there having been some form of Roman settlement at Cheadle. Three Roman coins were found 
on a building site in 1939 at the corner of Massie Street and High Street, close to the presumed 
junction of the Roman roads, and two sherds of pottery, recovered from an archaeological 
evaluation to the rear of the White Hart hotel in 2005, were identifi ed provisionally as Roman. 



























































































Location of Roman fi ndspots in Cheadle, and the projected routes of the 
Roman roads, with an inset showing the main Roman settlements in the 
North West and the associated roads. Contains Ordnance Survey data © 

Crown copyright and database right 2014
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Another possible Roman object was discovered at a meander 
of the Micker Brook near to Downs Bridge. This coarse 
ceramic vessel with a very unusual long, cylindrical neck is 
of uncertain provenance, although experts agree that it could 
be Roman.

A collection of Roman fi ndspots lies to the north of the 
village centre, including a coin dated to the reign of Galerius 
(AD 305-11) that was discovered in the grounds of the Barnes 
Convalescent Hospital in 1948. Two more coins, thought to 
have been issues of Constantius II (AD 324-37), were found 
on the west bank of the Micker Brook at Red Rocks in 1972. 
Another two coins were discovered a short distance to the 
north-east in 1981, together with a fourth-century issue that 
was found near Cheadlewood Farm on Manchester Road. 
This cluster of coins lay close to a shallow point on the 
Micker Brook, raising the possibility that this had been an 
ancient ford or crossing point.

Roman artefacts have also been unearthed to the south of the village, 
including a coin of Gallienus (AD 253-68) that was found on the south 
bank of the Micker Brook near Broadway in 1962. Perhaps of greater 
interest, however, are the fragments of a rare glass object that have been 
discovered on Schools Hill, providing a tantalising hint of a high-status 
Roman site.

Possible Roman pot found near Downs 
Bridge (Pat Seddon)

Fragment of a 
Roman glass 

vessel discovered 
on Schools Hill by 

Pat Seddon

The Roman coins discovered on Massie Street included a fi ne radiate of Postumus 
(AD 259-68), and a worn issue of Constantine I (AD 307-18; Pat Seddon) 
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Early Medieval Cheadle

The character of occupation across most of north-west England following 
the collapse of formal Roman administration in the early fi fth century 
until the Norman Conquest in 1066 remains largely obscure. This 
period is often referred to as the ‘Dark Ages’, refl ecting the paucity of 
literary and cultural output from Western Europe as a whole, and was 
characterised by a decline in trade and population, particularly in the 
established urban centres. 

Germanic settlers, referred to collectively as Anglo-Saxons, migrated to 
Britain during the fi fth century and established a series of small kingdoms. 
These then coalesced into larger polities, with Cheadle becoming part 
of the powerful Kingdom of Mercia, lying close to its boundary with 
the pre-eminent Kingdom of Northumbria. Mercia was converted to 
Christianity during the latter part of the seventh century, as a condition 

of King Penda of Mercia gaining the support of Oswy of Northumbria. It was during this period that 
Chad, a monk from the priory at Lindisfarne, is thought to have visited Cheadle to preach Christianity. 
It has also been suggested that the village became 
known subsequently as ‘Chedle’, a corruption of 
Chad Hill, in recognition of St Chad’s teachings.

Rare physical evidence for early medieval 
activity in Cheadle is provided by the superb 
example of a stone cross that is currently housed 
in St Mary’s Church. Free-standing crosses were 
a common and important form of early Anglo-
Saxon Christian monument, although very 
few survive. They were probably used to mark 
places of worship, creating imposing reminders 
of the Christian message, whilst embodying the 
wealth of the church community. The Cheadle 
example may be one of these. Alternatively, 
given its architectural style, it may be an Anglo-
Scandinavian mortuary cross.

 
































 



St Chad

The Anglo-Saxon Heptarchy
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There are confl icting accounts of the circumstances of the discovery of the cross in Cheadle. John 
Earwaker, the notable Cheshire historian, attributed the discovery to some workmen who were 
excavating a large brickfi eld opposite Barnes Convalescent Hospital in 1875 and unearthed fragments 
of at least one stone cross at a shallow depth. According to Earwaker, the fragments were left lying 
on the ground and were recovered by Richard Bangay, a local doctor, who moved them to his house. 
Another account, provided by Fletcher Moss in the 1890s, attributed the discovery to a Mr Bailey, a 
well-known local antiquary, who considered the fragments to be parts of two crosses. Moss noted that 
Dr Bangay bought the more complete cross and arranged for it to be taken to York, although ‘the other 
and much older cross’ was also taken away. It is thought that Dr Bangay’s intention was to place the 
cross over his wife’s grave, but this never happened and the cross was transferred to York Museum. 
It was returned to Cheadle in 1961 and was 
eventually placed in the Savage Chapel of 
St Mary’s Church, although the whereabouts 
of the smaller and older cross referred to by 
Fletcher Moss are unknown.

The cross in St Mary’s Church is thought to date 
to the later part of the tenth or eleventh century, 
although it could possibly be earlier. Only the 
top half of the cross survives, which comprises 
fan-shaped arms, central bars, and a carved 
shaft. The fan-shaped arms are typical of crosses 
found in East Lancashire, West Yorkshire, and 
Cheshire, and the example from Cheadle can 
be compared with the remains of crosses found 
at Lyme Hall in Cheshire, and one preserved in 
St Peter’s Church in Bolton. The fi ve bosses on 
each of the two main faces of the Cheadle cross, 
however, are quite a rare form of decoration, 
and may suggest links with Ireland, where they 
are more common. They are thought to be a 
symbolic representation of Christ’s wounds, 
and may have been painted; it is of note that 
traces of a red pigment were observed on the 
Cheadle cross, suggesting that it may once have 
been painted in a bright colour.

The Cheadle cross at York 
Museum in 1919 (Pat Seddon)
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The Medieval Manor

Following the Norman Conquest in 1066, Cheadle was held by the father of Gamel, a free 
Englishman who was answerable to the Norman lord, Hugh d’Avranches, the fi rst Earl of Chester. 
The settlement was of suffi cient importance to be mentioned in Domesday Book of 1086, in 
which it is recorded as Cedde, a manor that was valued at ten shillings. This was approximately 
three miles long and half as wide, incorporating the area occupied today by Cheadle and Cheadle 
Hulme, and contained about ten households. Most of the land is likely to have been wooded at this 
time, although there were areas enclosed for hunting purposes, and also ploughed fi elds. 

Cheadle had passed to the de Chedle family by the mid-twelfth century, who remained lords of the manor 
until the early fourteenth century. Following the death of Geoffrey de Chedle in 1294, the estate passed 
to Robert de Chedle, who died in the early 1320s without a male heir, and left the estate to his wife, 
Matilda. She held the manor until 1326, when it was divided between her daughters, Clemence and 
Agnes. Agnes, who was married to 
Richard de Bulkelegh, inherited the 
northern half, which became known 
as ‘Chedle Bulkeley’ and Clemence 
inherited the southern half, which was 
fi rst known as ‘Chedle Holme’ but later 
became ‘Cheadle Moseley’.

The land is likely to have been slowly 
cleared of woodland and further areas 
brought under the plough during this 
period, allowing agriculture to expand 
and the local population to increase. 
The most important buildings in a 
medieval manor were the church, the 
manor house, and a corn mill. There is 
good evidence to show that Cheadle 
had all these essential components of 
a medieval settlement.

The mid-nineteenth-century Cheadle Bulkeley and 
Moseley township boundary, superimposed on 

Greenwood’s map of 1818. This gives an idea of 
the extent of the medieval manor.10.



The Medieval Church and the Priest’s House
Cheadle was a more signifi cant place than Stockport in the late Anglo-Saxon period. The church 
may have originated as a minster (collegiate church) at this time, although there is not yet the 
archaeological evidence to support this theory. The fi rst historical reference to a church in 
Cheadle dates to c 1200, when the records of the Lichfi eld diocese mention ‘Hamo the Priest, 
Parson of Chedule’. Whilst very little is known about the church then, it is likely to have been a 
timber structure with a stone tower that occupied the site of the present parish church. 

On the north side of the churchyard was a cottage called 
the Priest’s House, which may well once have been the 
priest’s residence. The building was cruck-framed and 
clearly medieval in origin, perhaps dating to the fourteenth 
century. Its close location to the church would have allowed 
easy access for the priest to conduct his daily offi ces. A 
photograph of the Priest’s House, taken before the building 
was demolished in the 1870s to enable the graveyard to be 
extended, shows that the cottage was a simple two-storey 
thatched structure with a single-storey outbuilding attached. 
Some timber framing can be seen on the gable end of the 

outbuilding, and in the wall 
adjacent to the entrance. 
Edward Berren, the rector of Cheadle, lived in the Priest’s 
House with his wife Mary and their two daughters in the early 
seventeenth century. Mary died in 1622, and her gravestone is 
one of the earliest in the churchyard. 

Important surviving remains from the medieval period include two 
stone crosses in St Mary’s churchyard. Neither is complete, but 
they are nonetheless of considerable historical interest. One dates 
to the late fourteenth or fi fteenth century, and comprises a square 
shaft of red sandstone, with a niche on each face. The top of the 
shaft is missing, however, and the base is not original. There has 
also been considerable weathering, but it is still possible to make out 
the decorative cusped heads of the niches. The second medieval cross 
has been reused as a sundial. It has a square shaft with chamfered 
corners and is set on a large, shaped, stone base.

The Priest’s House in the 1870s, shortly 
before its demolition (Pat Seddon)The late fourteenth- or fi fteenth-

century churchyard cross
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Medieval Manor House and Excavations at Cheadle Green
The origins and location of the 
original medieval manor house in 
Cheadle are uncertain. The former 
rectory near to the church has 
been suggested as one candidate, 
although recent archaeological 
investigations adjacent to the site 
of Cheadle Hall at Cheadle Green 
have raised another possibility.

Cheadle Green lies beside an 
important and ancient junction 
of roads linking the medieval 
boroughs of Altrincham and 
Stockport, and Manchester (via 
Didsbury). It is also on slightly 
higher ground, providing good 
visibility and drainage. Recent landscaping works for the refurbishment of Cheadle Green gave 
archaeologists a chance to carry out an excavation on a range of buildings that lay opposite 
Cheadle Hall, which was probably built around 1756. 

As anticipated, the excavation exposed brick 
footings dating to the eighteenth century, which 
clearly related to a row of cottages and a wedge-
shaped outbuilding that are shown on historical 
mapping (page 24). Unexpectedly, the dig also 
revealed the remains of a much earlier building in the 
form of an 11m-long dwarf stone wall, which would 
have supported a timber-framed building. Evidence 
of side, interior and rear walls was provided by a 
series of shallow construction trenches fi lled with 
cobbles. These had been reused for the later brick-
built cottage foundations. The discovery of these 
wall footings enabled a basic ground plan of the 
medieval building to be drawn up.











The Rectory, as depicted in a watercolour of 1793, may have 
been the medieval manor house (Pat Seddon)

Extract from the tithe map of c 1846, showing the 
excavated buildings on Cheadle Green
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Twenty sherds of medieval pottery were also discovered during the excavation. Some of these were 
found on the surface of a brown clay deposit, which may have been the remnants of a fl oor. The 
earliest fragments of pottery were of a type known as Pennine Gritty ware, which can be dated to the 
twelfth to early fourteenth century. The most common type of medieval pottery recovered from the 
excavation, however, was Midland Orange ware. A range of fi ner, splash-glazed fragments was also 

present, together with 
simpler cooking pots, 
shown by their sooty 
deposits. Comparison 
with other excavated 
sites in the north 
Midlands gives a date 
range for this pottery 
type spanning the 
late fourteenth to the 
fi fteenth century.
























Members of SMART excavating 
the site of the cottages, showing 
the stone foundations for a late 

medieval building

Phased plan of the buildings excavated on Cheadle Green, 
superimposed on the Ordnance Survey map of 1909
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The third signifi cant type of pottery from the excavation 
was represented by a single fragment of Midland Purple 
ware. This sherd had a thumbed handle attachment, and 
probably dates to the fi fteenth or sixteenth century.

There were also two very distinctive and unusual ceramic 
fi nds: a glazed medieval fl oor tile; and a fragment 
of glazed ridge tile from a roof. The fl oor tile had two 
refi tting pieces measuring 133mm wide by 25mm thick, 
with an impressed leaf motif with line decoration at each 
corner. Similar examples are known from Furness Abbey 
in Cumbria, and Norton Priory, near Runcorn, and are 
dated to the fi fteenth century. The fragment of ridge tile 
was in a Midland Purple-type fabric, and displayed simple 
decoration in the form of two slightly raised parallel 
bands emphasised by score lines. This may date to the late 
fourteenth century, but could equally be of fi fteenth- or 
sixteenth-century origin. 

The discovery of a medieval building at Cheadle Green 
was remarkable and unexpected. Its large size, coupled 
with the glazed ridge tile and decorated fl oor tile, indicates 
that the building had been the high-status home of a 
wealthy family. It is tempting to suggest that it may even 
have been one of the manorial halls that was probably 

established after the manor was divided in 1326, but 
was superseded by the brick-built hall erected next to 
Cheadle Green in the eighteenth century. However, the 
Rectory was clearly a very large and signifi cant building 
during this period, and remains a strong candidate for 
having been the original manorial hall for the de Chedle 
family. This is supported to some extent by a licence 
that was granted in c 1486 for an oratory (chapel) in 
‘Cheadle Hall’. When the Rectory was demolished in 
1939, workmen reported seeing ‘medieval’ foundations 
that may have related to the documented chapel.



Medieval glazed fl oor tile

Sherd of Midland Purple ware (top), and 
a sherd of medieval Midland Orange 

ware, with a thumbed decoration below 
the rim (bottom)
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The Medieval Corn Mills
Documentary evidence for corn mills in north-east Cheshire and south-east Lancashire 
suggests that their numbers increased signifi cantly during the thirteenth century, refl ecting 
an increase in the size of the local population. By the end of the thirteenth century, the water-
powered corn mills along the River Mersey and its tributaries included those at Didsbury, 
Northenden, and the manorial mill for Heaton Norris. There was also a corn mill in Stockport 
by the late thirteenth century, which was probably sited on the River Goyt. Cheadle, however, 
had two medieval corn mills.

The earliest reference to a corn 
mill in Cheadle is provided by a 
charter dated c 1185-1200, which 
refers to land held by Durandus 
‘neare the mill’. This is likely to 
have been Cheadle Lower Mill, 
which was situated on the Micker 
Brook near Red Rocks, a short 
distance to the north-west of 
the village. It probably became 
the manorial mill of Cheadle 
Bulkeley when the estate was 
divided in the 1320s, and it is 
mentioned in a document dated 
1349 as being worth 13s 4d (67 
pence) per annum. Fascinating 
physical evidence for medieval 
activity near the mill was provided 
by the chance discovery of a rare 

fourteenth-century ring, found on Mill Lane. The mill continued to 
work until the 1870s, when it was redeveloped as a bleach works. 

Further upstream, Cheadle Higher Mill is not mentioned in any 
documents until the sixteenth century, although it was probably 
built to serve Cheadle Moseley when the manor was divided 
in the 1320s. This mill remained in operation until the early 
twentieth century.

Lower Mill

Higher Mill

Burdett’s Map of Cheshire of 1777, marking the locations of the two water-
powered mills in Cheadle

Medieval ring found next to Cheadle 
Lower Mill (Pat Seddon)
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Post-Medieval Cheadle

At the beginning of the post-medieval period in the early sixteenth century, the general area 
remained sparsely populated, with isolated halls and farmsteads. Only part of the land was under 
cultivation, the rest being mostly moorland, swamp and thicket. Large areas were still held by the 
lords as forest, including potentially good agricultural land, although the local economy continued 
to be based on agriculture. Cheadle continued to be an important centre in this landscape. Wealthy 
landowners increasingly sold land to tenants, enabling agriculture to expand as fi elds became 
enclosed. This was a signifi cant factor in the expansion of the population of Cheadle, which is 
thought to have trebled during the seventeenth century; by 1671, the parish had 21 freeholders.

Manor houses across the region were altered extensively or rebuilt entirely during the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, and numerous large houses were erected by the wealthier freeholders. 
Surviving examples in the area include Stanley Hall (built 1662) in Stanley Green, Moseley Old 
Hall (1666-7) in Cheadle, and Hulme Hall in Cheadle Hulme.

St Mary’s Church
The construction of the present St Mary’s Church began in 1520, after the earlier wooden 
church was destroyed by a great fi re. Rebuilding took place over several decades, from 1520 to 
1556, and most of the fabric visible today dates from this period, although a major restoration 
was carried out in 1875-82. Perpendicular in style, the church developed incrementally, with the 
tower, nave and south chapel being built fi rst and the chancel last. It is interesting to note that 
the chancel is set at a slightly different angle to the nave, which might suggest that it reused the 
footprint of the earlier chancel.

St Mary’s Church, with the chancel in the foreground

The interior of St Mary’s, showing the 
misalignment of the chancel

S
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The church is built of red sandstone. Where the sandstone has undergone exceptional weathering, 
oxidation and hydration of the iron content has generated yellow and brown colours which give 
the impression that this is a different stone, although this is not the case. It is thought that the 
stone is of the Helsby Sandstone Formation, and was hewn from a quarry at Alderley Edge, 
some 13km from Cheadle.

There are several carvings of interest on the external walls of the church. On the tower wall to the 
left side of the clock is a peculiarly carved stone; this represents the eye of God. Higher up the 
tower are gargoyles which project from the 
wall; these are decorative spouts designed 
to channel rainwater away from the walls. 
There are also many carved heads dotted 
around the walls and window surrounds 
as decorative features. The best Tudor 
architecture survives on the south side of 
the church, with the upper windows of the 
clerestory being of particular interest.





 


























Plan of St Mary’s Church, 
showing the principal elements 

and phasing

The ‘eye of God’ on the tower
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Inside the church are more curious stone heads that were carved 
in the sixteenth century, including two of ‘Celtic’ style by the 
chancel arch. Pre-Christian myths and legends survived into the 
medieval period, and were often adapted into Christian contexts, 
and across the central Pennines there is a strong tradition of stone 
heads, which originates in the Iron Age. St Mary’s Church in the 
sixteenth century clearly paid tribute to these traditions. A third 
head has been carved near the base of the chancel arch, which is 
another pagan symbol in the form of a ‘Green Man’, representing 
the Spring and new life.

As well as the early medieval stone cross on display in the Savage 
Chapel, early features inside the church include alabaster effi gies 
of two knights that lie on a chest tomb in the Brereton Chapel. 
These date to c 1460, and were presumably rescued from the 
earlier church. It is thought that they represent Sir John Honford of 
Handforth (c 1392-1460), and probably Richard Bulkeley (1392-
1454). Next to them is another fi ne effi gy, of Sir Thomas Brereton, 
which dates to 1673.

Fifteenth-century alabaster effi gies, probably of Sir John 
Honford and Richard Bulkeley

Stone heads on the church. The top is Romanesque (built into the tower), 
showing praying fi gures, which may have come from the earlier church. 

Images 2 and 3 are ‘Celtic’ in style, and the fourth depicts a ‘Green Man’.18.



The rebuilding of St Mary’s was undertaken 
in an interesting period of religious change 
and upheaval. Internally, there is evidence of 
different approaches to decoration, refl ecting the 
fl amboyant style of the Catholic Church and the 
more austere Reformation period. One example of 
the former is the mid-sixteenth-century Brereton 
Chapel screen. This has an interesting carving, which is a play on words. It shows tuns (beer or 
wine barrels) entwined with briar leaves and branches. Sir Urian Brereton (c 1533-77) had the 
screen built, and the carving illustrates a pun on his family name (‘briar – tun’), although some 
sections of the screen were left uncarved. 

Whilst the rood loft has disappeared, evidence for its position can be seen in the form of the 
doorway and a deep vertical groove where a support for the timber fl oor was located. The chancel 
ceiling is a replacement of 1859, but the nave and aisle ceilings are original. 

The carved ‘briar tun’ scroll work, with the letters ‘V’ and ‘B’ (for Urian Brereton)

Site of rood loft

The nave ceiling
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The Rectory
The Old Rectory Gardens on Wilmslow Road occupy and commemorate one of Cheadle’s most 
important historic sites. The 1664 hearth tax records note 13 hearths at what became known as 
the Old Rectory, making it the largest dwelling in Cheadle at that time, and a strong candidate 
for the medieval manor house. The ‘Rectory’ name is misleading, and may refer to its change 
in function after the Bulkeley family had moved to Anglesey in 1440. In the early seventeenth 
century, William Webb described the manor house of Bulkeley as ‘a fair house of the old timber 
building’ near the parish church, which would correspond to the Rectory.

The Rectory is shown on a watercolour of 1793 as a two-storey building of two bays to either side 
of a central gabled porch (see page 12). The two windows on each fl oor to the left of the porch are 
shown with two mullions, and were possibly of Elizabethan date, whilst those to the right of the porch 
are tall and rectangular, suggesting an eighteenth-century extension. The exterior is rendered, but the 
architectural style suggests the older part was timber framed. Early twentieth-century photographs 
show the upper part of the building decorated with mock or painted timber framing, with considerable 
changes to the porch and windows. The Rectory was demolished in 1939, and its site is now overlain 
by a row of shops and car parking, whilst the modern post offi ce occupies the former gardens.

The Rectory in c 1900 
(Pat Seddon)
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Cheadle Hall
Cheadle Hall was erected in the eighteenth century, although it is not clear who built it. This 
impressive town house occupied a commanding position at the eastern end of the High Street, 
overlooking the parcel of common land known as Cheadle Green. The hall was the residence of 
Robert Harrison Esq by 1810, but in 1826 it became a well-known boarding school that gained a 
good reputation as ‘Miss Hunter’s’. 

Following the decline of the school around 
1869, the hall was used briefl y as a convalescent 
hospital, but it was returned to use as a family 
home under the ownership of James Watts of 
Abney Hall by 1875, who purchased the manor 
of Cheadle Bulkeley in the following year. It 
was during the Watts’ ownership that the hall 
welcomed a number of distinguished guests, 
including Agatha Christie, who was the younger 
James Watts’ sister-in-law. The hall was let 
to several different occupants during the early 
twentieth century, including a dairy, a removal 
company, and the Milk Marketing Board, but was 
eventually demolished in 1958, when the land 
was used to extend the Green.

The hall appears in early photographs as being three storeys high and ten bays long, with 
a rounded gable at the southern end and an extension to the rear. It is depicted on the tithe 

map of c 1846, which shows a rectangular 
footprint with a square southern gable. 
The hall had been extended to the rear by 
1872, possibly as a result of its use as a 
school, necessitating the accommodation 
of teachers and pupils. The Ordnance 
Survey map of 1897, however, shows that 
these additions had been replaced by a 
larger extension on the south-eastern corner, 
complete with two large bay windows on 
the southern and eastern sides.

Cheadle Hall

Aerial view across Cheadle Green and Cheadle Hall 
in 1927 © English Heritage (Aerofi lms Collection) 

Cheadle Hall in c 1910 (Pat Seddon) .21.



As part of the bicentenary 
celebrations for Cheadle Green in 
September 2010, a community-
led archaeological excavation 
was undertaken on the site of 
Cheadle Hall. The project was 
designed to investigate the 
buried remains of the hall, and 
obtain evidence for its historical 
development. The investigations 
were led by archaeologists 
from the Centre for Applied 
Archaeology at the University of 
Salford (CfAA) and South Manchester Archaeological Research Team (SMART), supported by 
the Cheadle Civic Society, Friends of The Green, and Stockport Council. 

The excavation successfully established the external footprint of the hall, including a large 
part of the rounded southern gable, the eastern porch, and the southern extension wall. An 
arched cellar opening was also discovered, which may have been a cellar light or a doorway 
accessed from outside. Cellars extended across the full footprint of the exposed part of the 
building. Demolition of the hall seems to have included only the above-ground structures, 
fi lling the cellars with rubble, and leaving lower walls and foundations in situ. 

Numerous glazed hearth 
bricks and ‘arts and crafts’ 
tiles were discovered during 
the excavation, indicating the 
style of interior decoration 
during the hall’s fi nal phases 
of occupation. There were 
also considerable amounts 
of Victorian pottery sherds 
and fragments of nineteenth-
century clay tobacco pipes, 
as well as assorted items of 
metalwork.





Extract from the Ordnance Survey map of 1909, showing Cheadle 
Hall and the location of the excavated remains

The excavated remains of the 
southern gable of Cheadle Hall.22.



During the excavation, the site was opened 
to the wider public for a whole weekend, 
which also coincided with the nationwide 
Heritage Open Days. There were several 
ways for people to engage with the project, 
including site tours, a children’s excavation 
area, fi nds washing and display boards. Over 
800 people visited the site, with 100 children 
taking part in the excavation. The open days 
enabled the local community to increase 
their knowledge of and enthusiasm for the 
heritage of Cheadle, and develop an interest 
in the archaeology of the area.

More footings were exposed in 2014 during 
carefully planned landscaping works to 
Cheadle Green, allowing archaeologists to 
record further remains. These mainly related 
to the Victorian extensions to the rear (east 
side) of the hall and the front wall. The 
positions of the main walls have since been 
marked out with fl agstones, and the original 
foundations are preserved underneath.

The remains of a cellar opening

Fragment of a glazed tile recovered from the 
excavation

Foundations revealed in 2014

Public open day during the excavation
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Cheadle Hall Cottages and Outbuildings
A range of outbuildings stood on the north side of a cobbled yard opposite Cheadle Hall in the 
nineteenth century. The tithe map of c 1846 shows a rectangular building on the west, separated 
from another rectangular 
structure which ended in a 
wedge shape. Beyond this was 
a detached square building. 
The shape of these buildings 
might suggest a mixture of 
cottages, barns and stables. A 
row of ivy-covered cottages 
can be seen on a photograph 
of the area taken in c 1900, 
although detail is diffi cult 
to discern. These buildings 
were all demolished in the 
late 1950s. 

The refurbishment of Cheadle Green included landscaping this area and putting in a new pond, 
which lies partly over the site of the outbuildings. SMART was given the opportunity to undertake 
an excavation on this site over two weekends in the spring of 2014. This revealed well-preserved 

brick wall foundations for the 
cottages, separated by a yard 
from the wedge-shaped range of 
outbuildings. The bricks were 
hand-made and were consistent 
with a mid-eighteenth- to early 
nineteenth-century date. There had 
clearly been modifi cations, such as a 
small bay window inserted into the 
southern wall of one of the cottages. 
Flagstones and cobbles have been 
laid out as part of the landscaping 
works to show the layout of the 
cottages, stables and the medieval 
building also found (pages 12-13).

A view of Cheadle Hall cottages in c 1900 (Pat Seddon)

Part of the newly landscaped Cheadle Green, with 
fl agstones and cobbles marking the footprint of former 

cottages and medieval building
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Cheadle Green
Cheadle Green was a triangular parcel of ‘waste’ land beside the junction of the High Street with 
Manchester Road and Stockport Road. It was an important social area, where traders, travellers 
and local people could meet, graze and water their animals, enjoy entertainment, and carry out 
business. In 1810, the manorial lords of Cheadle were granted an Act of Parliament to enclose any 
remaining commons or wasteland in the district. This was one of numerous Enclosure Acts that 
were passed by Parliament between 1750 and 1860, which enabled large landowners to seize the 
ownership of common land. In many parts of the country, the provisions of the acts were harsh, 
removing the rights of access to land that local people had used for generations. The Cheadle 
Enclosure Act, however, appears to have been a fair settlement, and included a clause that made 
the Green accessible to the inhabitants of the village in perpetuity:

‘And be it further enacted, that the Plot of Land, Parcel of the said Commons and Waste Lands, 
situate in the front of the Dwelling House of Robert Harrison Esq, in the village of Cheadle aforesaid 
and adjoining the Turnpike Road leading through Cheadle, and the King’s Highway, leading 
through Cheadle to Stockport, shall at all Times, for ever hereafter remain and unenclosed for the 
Public Accommodation and Convenience of the inhabitants of the said Village of Cheadle.’

An illustration dating to 1870-80, providing a view across 
Cheadle Green towards the High Street (Pat Seddon)
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This provided Cheadle with the only offi cial village green 
in the Borough of Stockport. Public amenity in this part 
of the village was enhanced in 1889, when a drinking 
fountain was erected in front of the Green as a memorial 
to Robert Ockleston, a popular and well-regarded doctor 
in Cheadle. The memorial remained a key feature of the 
village until 1967, when it was relocated to the nearby 
Queens Gardens to allow for major road improvements 
at the top of the High Street.

Cheadle Green was expanded considerably following 
the demolition of Cheadle Hall in 1958. The enlarged 
area incorporated the site of the hall, its gardens, and the 

associated cottages and outbuildings that had been situated to the north of the hall. In recent years, 
however, the Green had become overgrown and little used. Cheadle Civic Society, as part of their 
50th anniversary, committed to funding the refurbishment of the Green to make it once again a 
vibrant space at the heart of the community. The restoration scheme also proposed the repositioning 
of the Ockleston Memorial close to its original location.

A metal-detector survey was undertaken during landscaping ahead of new turf and paths being laid. 
This resulted in the discovery of 15 coins, the earliest being a halfpenny dated 1862. Perhaps the 
most interesting coin was a silver George V Maundy three-pence piece of 1915. There was also a 
nineteenth-century lead bag seal with a stamp for Manchester. It was used to identify bales or parcels 
of textiles or trade goods. Another interesting fi nd was a nineteenth-century palm guard used by leather 
workers to force needles through leather, which had several needle-head impressions in the surface of 
the metal. These fi nds give the impression of a well-used public space where trade was taking place. 
The dates of the coins cluster around 1900, suggesting more 
frequent use of the Green around that time. Finally, there was 
also a Lee Enfi eld .303 rifl e bullet casing. The Cheadle Green 
war memorial was erected nearby in 1921, so it is likely this 

originated from a volley gun salute.




An early photograph of the Ockleston Memorial 
set in front of Cheadle Green (Pat Seddon)

Architects’ plan, showing the original extent 
of Cheadle Green, and the expansions and 
proposed landscaping work (courtesy of 

Barnes Walker)

One of the coins discovered on Cheadle 
Green during the metal-detector survey
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Moseley Old Hall 
Moseley Old Hall may have been built in 1666-7 by 
the Moseley family, lords of the manor of Cheadle 
Moseley from 1643 to 1734. It was owned for a while 
by the Bulkeley family, and used as the demesne 
farm. Other buildings in the complex at that time 
included a large barn, brew house and dovecote, 
although these have all since been demolished. 
The hall itself could similarly have been lost, as it 
was being used as three cottages in 1900, and was 
reported to be in poor condition. However, it was 
eventually purchased by Reginald Booth, President 
of Manchester Geographical Society, who expended 
considerable sums on the careful restoration of the 
building. 

It is a timber-framed, plaster and brick building of two storeys, with a stone base and a stone fl ag 
roof. Internal features include exposed timbers and a partly restored original staircase. Whilst its 
setting is compromised by modern urban development and the railway, the hall retains most of its 
original features, and provides a fi ne example of a high-status seventeenth-century dwelling. 

The rear elevation of Moseley Old Hall. The immense 
historical importance of this building is refl ected in 

its designation as a Grade II* listed building

Moseley Old Hall in c 1900 (Pat Seddon)
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Depleach Hall 
This unassuming building lies on Wilmslow 
Road, on the southern fringe of the village. 
When viewed externally it is hard to believe 
that it dates back to at least the seventeenth 
century, and possibly earlier. The name ‘hall’ 
is misleading, as Depleach is more likely to 
have been a tithe barn.

The modern exterior of the building hides 
some fi ne historic fabric, which includes 
timber framing set on a red sandstone plinth. 
The principal timber-framed elements are two 
cruck trusses. Cruck-framed buildings are 
quite rare, with only 95 known (extant or lost) in Greater Manchester. Depleach Hall is a late 
example of a cruck building, as most date from the period spanning the thirteenth to fi fteenth 
centuries. The precise date of the building could only be determined by tree-ring dating, and it is 
possible that this would provide an earlier date than is currently thought. 

Depleach Hall

 Details of the cruck jointsOne of the cruck frames in Depleach Hall (Pat Seddon)
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Manor House
The attractive timber-framed building 
known as Manor House, that stands opposite 
Cheadle Green, may date back to the late 
medieval period, although it is much altered 
from its original condition. The London 
and North Western Railway Company 
(LNWR) acquired the house when they 
constructed Cheadle Station in the 1880s, 
and were responsible for rebuilding the 
walls, replacing the thatched roof with tiles, 
and changing the window layout, although 
the original dormer window survives. A 
photograph that pre-dates the renovation 
shows a long window, which suggests a 
medieval ‘hall house’ style, although the 
building acquired its name in recent times 
and there is no evidence for it having been 
the early manor house.

A photograph of c 1906 shows another 
old timber-framed building near to the 
Green. This thatched cottage was situated 
on Stockport Road, between the Green 
and the Red Lion. Sadly, it has long since 
been demolished, but its architectural style 
suggests a sixteenth-century date. 

Manor House, the thatched cottage and the 
medieval building excavated at Cheadle 
Green imply that there was a sub-settlement 
a little to the east of St Mary’s Church. This 
developed in the late medieval and early 
post-medieval periods at the important 
junction of the Manchester, Stockport and 
Altrincham roads. 

Early photograph of Manor House (Pat Seddon)

Manor House, following renovation by the LNWR, and 
the construction of Cheadle Station (Pat Seddon)

A thatched cottage on Stockport Road in c 1906 
(Pat Seddon) .29.



Abney Hall
Another signifi cant historic building in Cheadle 
is Abney Hall, the foundation stones for which 
were laid in 1842. This substantial building 
occupies the site of the old Cheadle Grove 
Print Works, which had been destroyed by a 
fi re. The hall was completed in 1847 for Alfred 
Orrell, the Mayor of Stockport. Orrell died very 
shortly after the house had been completed, and 
it was sold to James Watts in 1849. 

James Watts was a wealthy industrialist and 
entrepreneur who owned the fl amboyantly 
decorated Watts Warehouse (now the Britannia 
Hotel) on Portland Street in Manchester, the 
largest cotton warehouse of its day. He was 
also the Mayor of Manchester in 1855-7.

In the 1850s, Watts commissioned Manchester 
architects Travis and Magnall to design two 
short wings to the house. However, these 
additions had barely been completed when 
Watts commissioned AWN Pugin to carry 
out substantial alterations. Following the 
death of James Watts in 1878, Abney Hall 
passed to his son, also called James. He was 
responsible for extending the hall in 1893. 
Abney Hall remained in the Watts family until 
1958, when it was sold to Cheadle and Gatley 
Urban District Council for £14,000. It became 
the Town Hall, until it passed to Stockport 
Metropolitan Borough Council in 1974.

A modern view of Abney Hall. Prince Albert stayed 
there for two nights in 1857 on his way to open the Art 
Treasures Exhibition in Manchester, and King Edward 
VII, Benjamin Disraeli, and William Gladstone were 

also guests there

The ornate entrance to Abney Hall, inspired by 
the Norman church of Iffl ey in Oxfordshire
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Unlike his father, James Watts junior 
(1845-1926) was very interested 
in preserving the past. In 1898, he 
rescued the chapel from the ruinous 
sixteenth-century Buckley Hall, 
which was the home of his mother’s 
ancestors near Rochdale, and rebuilt 
it in the grounds of Abney Hall. 
The rebuilt chapel formed part of an 
ensemble of old structures known as 
‘the annexe’. This included a hall or 
barn and parts of the medieval church 
of Manchester, salvaged during 
rebuilding works to the cathedral. 

According to Fletcher Moss, the annexe was ‘where crowds are fed on festive occasions without 
turning them loose among the treasures’. This was located just to the south-east of Abney Hall, 
and was itself on the site of former stables and outbuildings erected in the mid-nineteenth century. 
The annexe was demolished in 1963, and is now covered by grass and scrubby vegetation. Nearby 
is a stone plinth, which once held a statue looking towards the annexe. 

In 2013, SMART excavated a series of 
test pits to examine the buried remains of 
the annexe and stable block. The exercise 
established the rear brick wall foundation 
of the chapel, return walls at the ends of 
the building, and associated architectural 
fragments. A brick and cobble fl oor for 
the stables was also uncovered. One test 
pit found a thick iron strap-hinge, several 
door studs, and an area of charcoal. It was 
surmised that these were the remains of the 
heavy wooden front door, which had been 
dragged off its hinges before being burnt a 
little way from the annexe.

The chapel at Abney Hall, photographed in the 1950s, 
formed a wing to the main building (Cheadle Civic Society)

Architectural fragments, in the form of a 
rosette, found in one of the test pits .31.



The Walled Garden at Abney Hall
Whilst building his new mansion, Alfred Orrell also clearly transformed 
the surrounding landscape, for details of the sale by auction on 15 May 
1849 included ‘Hot-houses, Coach-House, Stabling, Walled Gardens, 
Pleasure Grounds etc’. The latter 
included a waterfall, rustic bridges 
and grottoes. The walled garden 
was well stocked with fruit trees, 
and had a dedicated head gardener’s 
cottage at the north-east corner.

The gardens formed two 
overlapping halves, with the 
southern part being a typical 
kitchen garden of the period, and 
the northern used for stabling and 
glasshouses. The walls had ornate 
features, including an impressive 

gateway with a double-faced clock over the main entrance, 
and a ventilation shaft disguised as a Gothic tower, which 
was part of the heated wall system. The original walls of the 
garden have survived and are protected as a listed structure, 
but there have been many alterations over the decades. The 
greatest change came in the 1980s, when a large offi ce block 
was erected in the gardens. 

In 2013, CfAA undertook an archaeological 
evaluation within the walled garden. Several 
exploratory trenches were excavated to examine the 
level of survival of below-ground remains relating 
to the mid-nineteenth-century garden buildings 
and glasshouses. The brick-built foundations and 
demolition deposits relating to a long narrow 
building and glasshouses were revealed in the 
central part of the garden. 

One of the gateways 
to the walled garden

The Gothic tower in the 
walled garden

One of the archaeological trenches 
excavated across the former walled garden.32.



Springfi eld House
Another impressive residence in Cheadle is 
Springfi eld House, which lies at the end of 
Mill Lane on the north-western fringe of 
the village. This building has been known 
by several other names, including Hartsdale 
House and Mill House, the latter refl ecting 
that it was originally connected with Cheadle 
Lower Mill, forming the residence for the 
mill owner.

The front façade of Springfi eld House is a fi ne 
example of Georgian architecture, although 
an archaeological survey of the building 
showed that it has a complex arrangement, 
with evidence for six distinct developmental 
phases. The house comprises four principal components, including the main body across the 
southern part of the building, which forms the front elevation. A two-storey wing is set back to the 
west, with an irregular group of structures at the rear to the north-west, and a smaller two-storey 
section to the north-east. Those elements to the rear appear to be the oldest parts of the building, 
probably dating to the eighteenth century. Their irregular layout may have been dictated by the 
original course of the Micker Brook and the water-management system for the adjacent corn mill, 
which discharged water to the brook via a culvert beneath Springfi eld House (page 36).

One of the cellared rooms in the rear part 
of the house incorporates a brick-arched 
ceiling, supported on T-section iron 
joists, of a form usually associated with 
fi reproof construction in an industrial 
building. This reinforces the connection 
between the corn mill and Springfi eld 
House, and implies that part of the 
building may have provided warehouse 
space for the mill.

The rear of Springfi eld House, showing the 
culvert from the adjacent corn mill and the 

original course of the Micker Brook

The front elevation of Springfi eld House, which is afforded 
legal protection as a Grade II listed building
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Barnes Convalescent Hospital
During the mid-nineteenth century, there was 
a growing realisation amongst healthcare 
professionals of the need to provide patients 
with convalescent homes where they could 
recover after being discharged from hospital. 
In 1860, Joseph Adshead, a member of the 
board of the Manchester Royal Infi rmary, 
presented a strong case to the Manchester 
Statistical Society ‘for the establishment of a 
convalescent hospital for Manchester and its 
surrounding district’. Adshead argued that a 
convalescent home some distance away from 
the pollution of the city would help patients to 
recover quickly, and also increase the number 
who could be treated at the Infi rmary by 
enabling patients to be discharged sooner.

Adshead’s recommendation was taken up by the Trustees of the Manchester Royal Infi rmary and, in 
1865, Cheadle was chosen as the ideal location for a new convalescent home. A plot of approximately 
46 acres near Cheadle Lower Mill was purchased from the trustees of Sir L Bamford Hesketh, 
with the fi nancial assistance of Robert Barnes. The hospital was designed by Lawrence Booth, a 
Manchester-based architect, and the foundation stone was laid on 29 July 1871 by Hugh Birley MP. 
The large Gothic building fi nally opened in October 1875 at a total cost of £52,800, of which Robert 
Barnes had contributed £26,000.

The appearance of many of the early convalescent homes differed little from general hospitals of the 
period. The Barnes Convalescent Hospital, however, was one of the fi rst to be designed specifi cally for 
convalescents, and was better equipped to meet the 
needs of different stages of recuperation. It was built 
on a cruciform plan, with a central block containing the 
hospital’s offi ces. Recent admissions were kept under 
observation in large wards, and smaller three-bed wards 
were provided for patients who had regained health 
and strength. Patients were encouraged to spend time 
outdoors, and the hospital grounds were tastefully laid 

Barnes Convalescent Hospital in the early Edwardian 
period (Pat Seddon)

Ordnance Survey map of 1872, showing the plan form 
of the Barnes Convalescent Hospital .34.



out for their use. More than 1600 patients were being received at the hospital each year by the end of 
the nineteenth century, with a daily average of about 130 convalescents. The hospital was used as a 
convalescent home for wounded soldiers during the First World War, and thereafter as a relief 
hospital for medical and surgical patients at Manchester Royal Infi rmary. 

The hospital closed in September 1999, and in the same year it was given legal protection as a 
Grade II listed building. The site was sold in 2001, and a residential development around the hospital 
was eventually proposed, although these plans did not materialise, and the empty building was 
allowed to deteriorate. However, 
revised plans to convert the hospital 
for residential use were drawn up 
in 2014 and, when implemented, 
will secure the long-term future 
of another of Cheadle’s important 
landmark buildings.

The front elevation of the Barnes 
Convalescent Hospital. Photograph taken 
in 2008 by Mike Peel (www.mikepeel.net)

The Winter Gardens at the Barnes Convalescent Hospital (Pat Seddon)

.35.



THE later CORN MILLS
Numerous corn mills were built throughout the region during the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, and many of those that already existed were enlarged or rebuilt using more durable 
materials. This was certainly the case for the two medieval corn mills in Cheadle, which 
were both rebuilt in stone during the post-medieval period. An opportunity to investigate the 
remains of a corn mill of this period arose in 2007, when the site of Cheadle Lower Mill was 
earmarked for a residential development. 

Cheadle Lower Mill
Having occupied the southern bank of the Micker Brook near 
Red Rocks since at least the mid-fourteenth century (page 15), 
Cheadle Lower Mill was owned by the Chandley family in the 
early eighteenth century. It was purchased in c 1756 by John 
Renshaw, a wealthy hatter from Reddish, who remodelled and 
extended the mill during the early 1780s. Renshaw also owned 
the adjacent Springfi eld House, and may have remodelled the 
building at this time. A document of 1784 indicates that the 
corn mill had been equipped with fi ve pairs of grinding stones, 
suggesting that it was not a small concern by any means.

The mill was acquired in 1802 by Samuel Jowett. By 1834, it had been passed to Samuel’s wife, 
Elizabeth, who was eventually succeeded by her son, William Jowett. The Census Returns for 
1851 list William Jowett at the mill, together with his wife, mother, and two servant girls, and also 
show that he employed four men. The tithe map of c 1846 depicts the corn mill and the miller’s 
residence, Springfi eld House (page 33), situated on the southern bank of the Micker Brook.

In 1852, William Jowett advertised the mill 
for let, appealing to ‘calico printers, bleachers, 
cotton manufacturers and others requiring 
power and pure water’. The site comprised 
some 20 acres of land, and the mill housed two 
waterwheels, together with a small steam engine 
that was presumably installed to supplement the 
water-power system. The mill was eventually 
sold in 1874, and converted for use as a bleach 
works (page 44).




Cheadle Lower Mill, shown on the 
Cheadle Bulkeley tithe map of c 1846

Cheadle Lower Mill in c 1864
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Redevelopment of the site as a bleach works seemingly necessitated the removal of all the above-
ground elements of the corn mill, although the archaeological excavation revealed the substantial 
foundations of the mill, together with remarkable evidence for the water-power system. Two complete 
waterwheels that survived in situ, together with associated fi ttings, were of particular interest.

Both were high-breast waterwheels, 14 ft (4.26m) in diameter and 7 ft 8 in (2.33m) wide. They had 
three sets of cast-iron hubs and shrouds, but wooden arms (eight per ring). Each waterwheel had been 
fi tted originally with 40 wooden buckets, but none of these survived. The form of the waterwheels 
was entirely consistent with a date of construction between 1830 and 1860, and they will have been 
installed at the behest of William Jowett. 

The shafts of the waterwheels each carried an iron 
spur pit wheel, cast in two parts, c 12 ft (3.65m) 
in diameter. Another iron shaft across the top of 
one of the waterwheels had probably been geared 
to the pit wheels, and is likely to have been 
associated with a substantial, square stone base 
that is thought to have represented the foundation 
bed for the supplementary steam engine that was 
installed in the mid-nineteenth century.

View across the excavated area, showing the parallel waterwheels surviving in situ beneath later 
concrete surfacing, together with a foundation base for the supplementary steam engine

One of the waterwheels revealed during the excavation, 
showing the gearing shaft of the pit wheel
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The ends of the waterwheel pits were formed 
by the southern and northern walls of the 
corn mill, elements of which were revealed 
during the excavation. Both walls comprised 
hand-made bricks bonded with lime-based 
mortar, consistent with an eighteenth-century 
construction date. The southern wall survived 
to a height of 30 courses, and had been set 
in a wide foundation trench that was cut into 
the sandstone bedrock. A series of substantial 
cross-walls had also been built across the mill 
between the two waterwheels, presumably to 

provide a solid foundation and counteract the vibration from the mill’s grinding stones. The fabric of 
these cross-walls comprised sections built in both brick and large stone blocks.

One of the pit wheels revealed 
during the excavation

The exposed foundations of 
the corn mill
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The waterwheels were supplied 
with water via a head-race from 
the Micker Brook, just above 
the impressive curved weir that 
survives across the brook. The 
head-race passed beneath Mill Lane 
and then split into two channels to 
supply each waterwheel. 

A third channel will have acted as 
a by-wash to enable the water to be 
diverted if either of the waterwheels 
needed to be stopped for maintenance 
or repair. The precise course of 
the by-wash channel was not 
ascertained, although it may have 
been the channel that runs beneath 
Springfi eld House (page 33).

Having passed over the 
waterwheels, the water was 
channelled back to the Micker 
Brook via tail-races at the 
northern end of the waterwheel 
pits. These retained evidence 
for several phases of alterations, 
which suggested that the surviving 
waterwheels were of a different 
size from their predecessors, but 
were presumably more powerful. 

The curved weir across the Micker 
Brook (top); the head-race channels 
leading to the waterwheels (middle); 
the remodelled entrance to the tail-
race within one of the waterwheel 
pits, showing the iron hubs of the 

waterwheel (bottom)
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Cheadle Higher Mill
Whilst all above-ground remains of the Lower Mill were swept away by redevelopment in 
the later nineteenth century, elements of the Higher Mill are still visible. A corn mill had 
almost certainly occupied the site of Higher Mill since the fourteenth century (page 15), 
although this had undoubtedly been rebuilt entirely before the mid-nineteenth century, when 
it was owned by Charles Bostock. The mill remained in 
the same family until 1896, when it was advertised for 
sale after the death of John Bostock. 

The sale notice of 1896 describes the mill as ‘a dwelling 
house, outbuildings, reservoir, brook course and land’. 
There was a waterwheel and turbine of 20-25 horse 
power, with six pairs of stones and associated gearing. 
An engine house with a boiler is also mentioned, 
implying that water power was not sufficient or reliable 
enough, and was supplemented by steam power. Joseph 
Redfern obtained the tenancy of the mill in 1896 and 
continued as the miller for several years, although he 
ceased trading in the early twentieth century. Frederick 
Taylor was running a greengrocery business from the 
mill by 1922, but it was demolished in 1924. The mill 
house, pig sties, stables and shippons lasted until 1937, 
when they were pulled down on the orders of Cheadle 
and Gatley Urban District Council. 

A rare photograph of Cheadle Higher Mill, taken in c 1890

The sale notice of 1896.40.



The site now forms part of a park, which retains plenty 
of evidence of the former mill and its water supply. 
The footpath through the park from Wilmslow Road 
follows the original lane made with stone setts, and 
there is an old, narrow footbridge across the brook 
immediately to the west of the mill site that provided 
access to lanes leading to Gatley and Heald Green. 
The weir across the Micker Brook is still extant, 
together with a short linear earthwork and depression 
that widens out towards the mill, showing where the 
leat and reservoir once held water. 

The site of the mill building is marked by a raised 
rectangular stone structure, measuring 6m long by 
2m wide. This substantial feature almost certainly 
formed a foundation bed for the horizontal steam 
engine that had been installed as a supplementary 
power source. Other surviving features in the 
surrounding park include a millstone that has been 
set on a plinth at the park entrance.

Adswood Mill
Another corn mill on the Micker Brook was 
Adswood Mill, which was built near Lady Bridge in 
Cheadle Hulme during the early nineteenth century. 
Interestingly, during the 1870s, part of the mill was 
occupied by CS Royle & Co, hat manufacturers. The 
mill remained in operation until 1917, when part of the 
building collapsed during a fl ood. The mill was owned 
at that time by the Boulderstone family, who decided 
to sell the property rather than repair the damage. 
In addition to the building, the sale included an iron 
waterwheel, three pairs of French burrstones, one pair 
of grey stones, and other machinery. However, it seems 
that the property was not sold, as it is marked ‘disused’ 
on the Ordnance Survey map of 1922.

The foundation bed for the mill’s 
steam engine

The mill weir

Extract from the Ordnance Survey map of 1872, 
showing the layout of Cheadle Higher Mill
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CHEADLE AND THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY

Several manufactories serving different branches 
of the textile trade were established in Cheadle 
during the eighteenth century. One of the oldest 
surviving examples is South View on Schools Hill, 
a Grade II listed building that is a rare survivor of 
a type of cottage industry that was once important 
in the area: silk weaving. The building was erected 
between 1701 and 1727 as a three-storey, double-
depth weaving cottage, with long rows of windows 
on each fl oor. It was known as The Croft originally, 
but changed to Schools Hill House and then South 
View in the late nineteenth century. Whilst it has 
been extended and altered considerably, the vernacular style of the earliest part of the building can 
still be clearly seen, with its distinctive and unusual multi-light mullioned windows to provide light 
to the looms, beneath blind-brick arcading. 

A small water-powered silk mill was also started in Cheadle during the eighteenth century. This four-
storey building was erected in 1771, occupying a site on the Micker Brook a short distance upstream 
from Cheadle Lower Mill. It may have been converted for use as a cotton mill by the late 1820s, for 
the building is marked as a cotton mill on Andrew Bryant’s map of Cheshire of 1831. However, it is 
identifi ed as a silk mill on the tithe map of c 1846 and, writing in the 1890s, Fletcher Moss referred 
to the building as Silk Mill Hall, although it had fallen into disuse by that date.

Bryant’s map also shows two textile-printing works in Cheadle. The printing of coloured 
designs onto woven fabric became a hugely important branch of the region’s textile industry 

following its introduction to Lancashire during 
the 1760s. An ample supply of fresh water was a 
fundamental requirement of printing, together with 
the associated processes of bleaching and dyeing 
cloth. The River Mersey and its tributaries offered a 
considerable advantage in this respect, and the area 
around Stockport became an important early centre 
for the textile-fi nishing industry.

South View, showing the arcading 
above the windows

Bryant’s Map of Cheshire of 1831.42.



The fi rst printing works in Cheadle was the 
Grove Print Works, which was established by 
Adam Barlow in the 1780s. This was quite 
a small concern originally, comprising a 
single printing shop equipped with 20 block-
printing tables. In 1803, it was let to Issacher 
Thorp, who expanded the works and installed 
printing machines and a small steam engine to 
supplement the power provided by the 18 ft-
diameter (5.5m) waterwheel. The layout of the 
works is captured on the tithe map of c 1846, 
although it was demolished shortly afterwards 
and the site was absorbed into Abney Hall.

Cheadle’s second print works was established 
on the Micker Brook in 1789. It is identifi ed on 
Bryant’s map as ‘Damings Print Works’, and was operated in the mid-nineteenth century by the fi rm 
of Downs, Fernihough & Sons, although an eyewitness from this period thought that ‘the works 
have not progressed with time’. John Fernihough continued the printing business at the works until 

his death in 1885. 
The site was 
then converted 
to the Demmings 
Bleach and Dye 
Works, and 
expanded into a 
large industrial 
complex. 

The layout of the Grove Print Works, 
as shown on the tithe map of c 1846

Aerial view across 
Demmings Bleach 
and Dye Works in 
1926 © English 

Heritage (Aerofi lms 
Collection)
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Cheadle Bleach Works 
In 1874, Cheadle Lower Mill (page 36) was sold to William Mosley, a bleacher from Salford, who 
converted the corn mill into Cheadle’s fi rst bleach works. At an early stage in this redevelopment, 
Mosley diverted the route of the Micker Brook to enable him to erect new buildings over the original 
watercourse. The enlarged site is shown on a plan that was produced by the Bleachers’ Association 
Ltd in 1910, which also identifi es the processes carried out in each of the component buildings. 

Bleaching was an essential stage in the textile-fi nishing process, and was required to create 
a perfectly clean surface on the cloth so that it could be dyed or printed without blemishing. 
Bleaching cloth was achieved through several different stages, and became a continuous process 
that was carried out in specialised factories during the nineteenth century. Whilst the layout of 
different bleach works varied, the processes carried out were the same.
























































Plan of Cheadle Bleach Works produced by 
the Bleachers’ Association Ltd in 1910
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Once delivered to the Cheadle Bleach Works, 
the grey cloth was unloaded in the covered 
cartway (Building 19), and stored in the grey 
cloth store (upper storey of Building 23). 
The fi rst process was to sew the cloth pieces 
together, end to end, forming a continuous 
rope of cloth that could be several miles long. 
This was sewn in the grey stitching room, 
and enabled the cloth to be winched through 
overhead porcelain guide eyes as it moved 
between the various processing rooms. 

Prior to the bleaching process, any fi ne fi bre remaining on 
the surface of the cloth needed to be removed to obtain a 
smooth surface. This was achieved by singeing the cloth 
over red-hot plates in the singe house (Building 18), 
which contained a 54 in-wide (1.4m) copper plate that 
was heated by a stove underneath. The cloth was then 
passed through the guide eyes set in the eastern wall of 
the building and into the bleach croft (Building 17), the 
largest processing area in the bleach works.

Initially, the cloth was fed 
into washing machines, 
where it was alternately 
impregnated with scouring 
liquor and squeezed dry 
through rollers. This 

removed some impurities, but any fi ne waxy coating on the fi bres 
had to be broken down in a liming machine. During this process, 
the cloth was fed into a trough containing a diluted lime solution, 
and extracted via squeezing rollers. It was then ready to be coiled 
into a boiling vessel, or kier, where a diluted lime solution was 
circulated continuously through the cloth at a temperature of at 
least 100OC for several hours. 



A bleach croft in a typical bleach works

The porcelain guide eyes set into the wall 
between the singe house and the bleach croft

An abandoned boiling kier at 
Cheadle Bleach Works
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The cloth was then passed through another washing 
machine to remove any soluble impurities, and treated 
with a weak solution of hydrochloric acid to dissolve any 
vestiges of lime and other insoluble soaps. This process, 
known as the ‘grey sour’, did not remove all traces of 
fatty acids. These were broken down by transferring 
the cloth to another kier and boiling it in soda. After 
a thorough washing, the cloth was ready for actual 
bleaching, or chemicing. This was achieved by passing 
the cloth through a clear solution of chloride of lime in 
large, stone chemicing cisterns that were set into the fl oor 
of the bleach croft. 

The fi nal step was to pass the cloth through a dilute solution 
of sulphuric acid, followed by a thorough washing in clean 
water. The cloth was then passed through a pair of specially 
padded squeezing rollers, and dried in the hanging stove 
(Building 3). The footprint of this building was excavated 
as part of archaeological works carried out in 2008. This 
revealed a network of brick-built arched fl ues, which lay 
beneath the fl agstone fl oor of the building. 

The processes through which the cloth passed rendered 
it liable to shrinkage and kinking, which was rectifi ed 
by stretching machines. These were housed in the 
buildings in the north-eastern corner of the bleach works. 
The adjacent rooms were the making-up and calender 
room (Building 7), and the stiffening and mangle house 
(Building 10). The mangles were used to apply fi lling 
substances to the bleached cloth. Finish was imparted to 
the cloth by means of heated rollers running on each other 
with the cloth between them. These machines were known 
as calenders. The archaeological excavation of this part of 
the site showed that the calenders had been powered by 
the two waterwheels, which had been adapted from their 
original use in the corn mill. 

Stone chemicing cisterns, recorded during 
redevelopment in 2008

The buried remains of the hanging 
stove, revealed during the 
archaeological excavation
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In order to achieve a lustred fi nish on the cloth, a beetling 
machine could be employed. These were housed in 
Building 23, adjacent to the covered cartway, from where 
the fi nished cloth could be taken away.

The bleach works contained numerous small steam engines 
to drive the various machines. The steam for these engines, 
and also for some of the bleaching processes, was raised in 
a bank of three large boilers that were housed between the 

bleach croft and the hanging stove. One of the boilers, a type known as a Lancashire boiler, remained 
in place at the time of the archaeological survey in 2008, but has since been removed.

The bleach works closed in the late 1930s, and the premises were rented to James and Albert 
Horsfi eld, who established the Standard Chemical Company. During the Second World War, the 
company supplied textile fi rms that equipped the armed forces. This lucrative market placed the 
Standard Chemical Company in a good position to capitalise on the post-war boom in textiles, and 
led to diversifi cation into the manufacture of dry-cleaning chemicals and specialised detergents. 
However, the factory eventually closed in 1995, and the buildings deteriorated rapidly. 

The derelict works was purchased in 2008, with a view to redeveloping the site for residential 
purposes. Whilst some of the historic structures were retained, including the chimney, the condition 
of many of the buildings had deteriorated beyond repair.

Cheadle Bleach Works prior to 
redevelopment in 2008

One of the Lancashire boilers

Beetling machines
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Planning Background

Archaeological requirements have been fi rmly embedded in national planning policy since 1990. 
Where known or suspected archaeological sites are threatened by development, it is necessary to 
understand and protect those remains, either through sympathetic planning or, where appropriate, 
through archaeological excavation and record. Local planning authorities, including Stockport 
Council, have access to specialist archaeological advisers to help them in assessing development 
impacts on archaeological sites and historic buildings. The Greater Manchester Archaeological 
Advisory Service (GMAAS) maintains a database of all known sites of archaeological and 
historical interest, called the Historic Environment Record. This provides baseline data to inform 
its archaeological recommendations to Stockport Council. 

The evaluation to the rear of the White 
Hart in 2005, representing the fi rst formal 
archaeological investigation in Cheadle
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Several of the archaeological investigations described in this booklet have been secured through 
the planning system, where a developer has been obliged to fund archaeological work in response 
to a condition of planning consent. An example of this is the evaluation that took place in the 
White Hart car park in 2005. This land was to be redeveloped as an apartment block but, being 
within the historic core of Cheadle and close to St Mary’s Church, it clearly had archaeological 
potential for below-ground remains. An archaeological planning condition was attached to the 
consent for development, and this led to the site being assessed for archaeological interest. This 
took the form of an ‘L’-shaped trial trench being excavated. As it turned out, there were no 
signifi cant archaeological features, although sherds of Roman and medieval pottery were found 
in disturbed upper levels. No further archaeological work was required, but the evidence was 
nonetheless useful. Although no early settlement features were detected, there was ‘background 
noise’ in the form of the early pottery, which suggests that there will be Roman and medieval 
remains not very far away.

It is hard to believe that the excavation of the White Hart car park in 2005 was the fi rst archaeological 
investigation to be undertaken in Cheadle. Since then, there have been several pieces of fi eldwork. 
Some of these have been community projects or work undertaken by a local archaeological society, 
such as at Abney Hall and Cheadle Hall, but others, such as the Cheadle Bleach Works site and the 
landscaping scheme 
on Cheadle Green, 
have been carried out 
through the planning 
system. These have 
made an important 
contribution to our 
understanding of 
early Cheadle, and 
have produced some 
amazing results. 

Archaeological excavations 
at Cheadle Green
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1066 Cheadle held by the father of Gamel, an important Anglo-Saxon thegn
1086 Cedde mentioned in the Domesday Survey
1294 Geoffrey de Chedle, Lord of the Manor, dies
1326 The manor of Cheadle divided into Cheadle Bulkeley (the modern village of Cheadle)  
 and Cheadle Moseley (Cheadle Hulme)
1523 The parish church described as being ‘lately in great ruin and decay’, following a fi re
1644 Prince Rupert, nephew of King Charles I and commander of the Royalist cavalry, marches  
 through Cheadle on his way to Stockport during the English Civil Wars
1659 Adswood Hall erected, believed to be the fi rst house in the area to be built of brick
1662 Stanley Hall built
1667 Moseley Old Hall built
1754 The Manchester to Warrington turnpike through Cheadle opened
1756 Reverend Thomas Egerton purchases the Cheadle Bulkeley estate
1763 The fi rst hospital in Cheadle (now Cheadle Royal) founded
1810 The Cheadle Enclosure Act passed, which secured Cheadle Green as a public open space  
 that ‘shall at all times be unenclosed for the public accommodation and convenience of the  
 said village of Cheadle’
1820 The Manchester to Wilmslow turnpike through Cheadle opened
1823 A cattle market established in Cheadle
1837 The National School built on Wilmslow Road as the fi rst school in Cheadle
1841 The clock tower on St Mary’s Church completed
1847 Abney Hall built
1861 Bruntwood Hall built
1874 Cheadle Lower Mill converted to a bleach works
1876 Manorial rights of Cheadle Bulkeley sold to Sir James Watts
1879 Act of Parliament passed that reunited the manors of Cheadle Bulkeley and Cheadle  
 Moseley as the Civil Parish of Cheadle
1894 Urban District of Cheadle and Gatley formed
1974 Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council created

Cheadle TIMELINE
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Glossary

V

V
V

V

V

V
V

V

V

V

V

Clerestory:  a portion of an interior rising above adjacent rooftops and having 
windows admitting daylight.

Cruck:  a cruck or crook frame is a curved timber, one of a pair, which supports 
the roof of a building. This type of timber framing consists of long, 
curved, timber beams that lean inwards to meet at the ridge of the roof. 
The timbers are then usually secured by a horizontal beam, forming an 
‘A’-shaped structure.

Domesday Book: a manuscript record of the ‘Great Survey’ of much of England and parts of 
Wales, completed in 1086 by order of King William I.

French burrstones: millstones used for fi ner grinding. These are built up from several 
sections of quartz that are cemented together with plaster and bound with 
iron bands.

Grey stones: coarse grinding stones that are frequently a single block of Millstone Grit. 
They are typically used for grinding animal feed, as they tend to leave stone 
powder in the fl our. 

Head-race: part of a mill race above the waterwheel.
Manor house: a large country house, which was historically the capital residence, or 

messuage, within a manor.
Midland Purple: a type of pottery with a very hard, purplish-grey fabric, that was produced 

initially in the Midlands. It was popular between c AD 1450 and 1600, and 
represents the transition from medieval to post-medieval ceramic traditions.

Mullion: a vertical element that forms a division between units of a window 
or door.

Radiate: a Roman coin introduced by the emperor Diocletian (AD 284-305).
Tail-race: part of a mill race below the waterwheel, through which spent water is 

returned to the river.
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All of the historical maps used in this booklet can be found at the Local Studies Unit in Stockport Library.

Copies of the detailed archaeological reports have been deposited with the Greater Manchester Historic 
Environment Record, which is maintained by the Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory 

Service (GMAAS).
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