




When visiting the Wigan area today, it is hard 
to believe that this was once a nationally 
important centre of coal production. The 
scores of collieries, waste heaps and railways 
have mostly gone, as Wigan Borough Council 
has successfully landscaped and regenerated 
former blighted land. At Gin Pit Colliery, 
the surface structures, such as the heapstead 
walls, the headgear winding engine house, 
pumping engine house, their associated 
boilers and chimney, coal screens, and 
workshops, have all been removed ahead of 
new residential development.  Yet the history 
and archaeological interest of the site has 
been captured for posterity through a scheme 
of investigation and recording as part of the planning consent process. The legacy of the 
colliery can still be seen in the form of the village that was established next to the coal mine, 
together with the landscaped community green space around the site of the heapstead. A 
more intangible legacy is the remarkable spirit and pride of the local community in their 
coal-mining history.

This booklet is the first of the Greater Manchester’s Past Revealed series to focus solely on a 
former coal-mine site. Oxford Archaeology North successfully carried out a complex piece 
of historic building recording, archaeological excavation, and historical research for this 
significant site. The results of all this work are summarised in this booklet, which also places 
the colliery in context through an account of coal-mining processes and the history of the 
Lancashire coalfield. The authors are to be congratulated on presenting a complex subject in 
a readable and well-illustrated manner. 
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The availability of rich coal deposits across the Lancashire Coalfield was crucial to the 
phenomenal nineteenth-century growth of Lancashire as one of the leading industrial centres 
in the world. The demand for coal for manufacturing purposes and for domestic hearths 
increased exponentially during this period, leading to a huge expansion of mining activity. 
In turn, this key industry provided employment for tens of thousands of people, with many 
others working in ancillary trades. 

Numerous small coal pits on the Lancashire 
Coalfield were opened in rural areas, remote from 
centres of population and established transport 
routes. However, a massive expansion of the 
local railway infrastructure during the second 
half of the nineteenth century allowed these 
rural mining operations to expand considerably, 
leading to the creation of new settlements to 
house the growing workforce. A fine example of 
a small industrial village, established specifically 
to serve the coal-mining industry, is Gin Pit, 
situated between Tyldesley and Astley in the 
modern Borough of Wigan. 

Coal mining continued to be a key factor for industrial development into the twentieth 
century, with the Lancashire Coalfield attaining a record output of some 26 million tons 
of coal in 1907, which was extracted from a total of 358 collieries. The demand for coal 
began to decline after the First World War, however, and the collieries on the Lancashire 
Coalfield struggled to remain economically viable in an increasingly competitive market. 
Despite significant financial investment after the Second World War, and nationalisation of 
the industry in 1947, the National Coal Board began to close collieries in the 1960s. Only 
20 collieries remained open by the end of that decade, with the last working deep mine 
on the coalfield, Parkside Colliery in Newton-le-Willows, closing in 1993. With the notable 
exception of Astley Green, where the iconic headstock, winding gear and huge steam-engine 
house have been preserved as an industrial museum, all of the collieries on the Lancashire 
Coalfield have been abandoned and most of their surface buildings demolished. 

Aerial view across Gin Pit in c 2003, showing 
the village in the foreground and the site of 
Gin Pit Colliery and associated engineering 

workshops to the rear (courtesy of Leigh Life)



Coal mining had a significant impact on 
the natural environment, and typically 
created a barren industrial landscape. 
This was described in an early twentieth-
century account of Hindley, ‘in the centre 
of the great Lancashire Coalfield…which 
consists of a level-surfaced country dotted 
over with collieries and black pit-banks’, 
together with dense networks of railway 
lines and tramways. The area is described 

as ‘a singularly dreary stretch of country, where the pastures are scanty and blackened. What 
trees remain standing appear as dead stumps, with leafless branches reflected weirdly in the 
flashes of water’. 

The environmental impact described in this account was exacerbated by the continuation of 
mining for another half century, leaving vast tracts of derelict land, pock-marked with shallow 
lakes or ‘flashes’ caused by subsidence, massive spoil heaps, and abandoned railways. Whilst 
acting as an appropriate reminder of an historic industry that was hugely significant to the 
area, the reclamation of redundant mining landscapes has presented a major challenge for 
planning authorities and local groups since the 1990s.

There have been several successful approaches to regeneration in the Borough of Wigan. The 
transformation of the lakes formed from mining subsidence into the popular Pennington 
Flash Country Park near Leigh, for instance, has been heralded as a classic example of natural 
regeneration. At Bryn, some 15km 
to the north-west of Pennington 
Flash, the Three Sisters Recreation 
Area was developed from three 
spoil tips, and now comprises a 
large area of woodlands and ponds 
that was awarded Local Nature 
Reserve status in 2015.

View across Pennington Flash Country Park, 
an extensive nature reserve with bird hides and 
a network of tracks for pedestrians, cyclists and 

horse-riders

The entrance gates to Astley Green Colliery Museum, with 
the last remaining headstock on the Lancashire Coalfield



At Cutacre, some 4km to the 
north of Tyldesley, UK Coal 
reworked the gigantic spoil tip 
from Wharton Hall Colliery, 
together with some surface 
mining, in 2006-11. The area was 
then restored and landscaped 
to create more than 580 acres of 
amenity woodland and wetlands, 
with a further 212 acres set aside 
for commercial development.

A large area of spoil left from Gin Pit Colliery and the neighbouring Nook and St George’s 
collieries was the focus of a similar reclamation project, although this was begun as early as 
1977. Delivered by the Joint Lancashire and Greater Manchester Derelict Land Reclamation 
Unit, this was the largest scheme of its kind in Europe at the time, encompassing a 472 
acre site. Reclamation involved regrading spoil tips up to 25m high, together with seeding 
and planting works, and the creation of numerous paths for public access. The site is 
now an area of Open Access that is used for passive recreation and nature conservation, 
with well-established woodland 
plantation along the boundaries.

No works were undertaken on the 
derelict colliery heapstead or the 
associated complex of engineering 
workshops at Gin Pit during the 
reclamation scheme, although a 
planning application proposing 
a residential redevelopment of 
the site was submitted to Wigan 
Borough Council in 2003. This 
development required the removal 
of the remaining heapstead and 
the demolition of the workshop 
complex.

The spoil heap at Cutacre near Little Hulton was the largest 
in Europe before being removed as part of a major coal 

reclamation and regeneration scheme 

Aerial view of the sites of Gin Pit, Nook 
and St George’s collieries in 2008



The remains of the heapstead 
were recognised in 2003 as 
a rare surviving example 
of its type, whilst the 
archaeological importance 
of the site was enhanced 
by the potential that buried 
remains of the colliery 
buildings might survive in-
situ. Although in a derelict 
condition, the associated 
workshops also contributed 
to the site’s historical 
interest, representing a 
very rare survival of an 
intact colliery engineering 
workshop complex.

In view of the site’s historical interest, Wigan Borough Council approved planning 
consent for the residential development, on condition that it was preceded by a detailed 
archaeological study. 
This was carried out by 
Oxford Archaeology 
North in 2005-7, and 
comprised desk-based 
research, a survey of the 
engineering workshops, 
and the excavation 
of the entire colliery 
heapstead. This booklet 
presents a summary of 
this work, and places 
Gin Pit in its context as 
a fascinating example 
of a nineteenth-century 
mining settlement.

The remains of the heapstead in 2003

Part of the derelict workshop complex prior 
to demolition



The Lancashire Coalfield covers 
approximately 1400km2, and 
comprises the seams of the Upper, 
Middle and Lower Coal Measures, 
which were formed from the 
vegetation of tropical forests 
during the Carboniferous period 
(359 to 299 million years ago). The 
Coal Measures are over 4000ft thick 
(1219m) and are interspersed with 
layers of sandstones, mudstones 
and shales, with coal accounting 
for approximately 4% of their 
thickness. 

The coalfield can be divided into 
two principal elements, separated 
by the Rossendale Anticline. The 
Burnley Coalfield lies to the north-
east, and the much larger South 
Lancashire Coalfield forms a belt 
stretching from Stalybridge in 
the south-east to Ormskirk and 
Rainhill in the west. This large area 

can be sub-divided into the Manchester, Wigan, St Helens and Oldham coalfields. With 
the creation of Greater Manchester and Merseyside in 1974, nearly all the coal-working 
sites on these coalfields lay outside the modern boundary of Lancashire.

In commercial terms, the most productive coal seams, or mines, occur in the lower two-
thirds of the Middle Coal Measures. The depth of these seams varies, as the Coal Measures 
generally dip towards the south and west across the coalfield, and are also affected by 
numerous small faults. 
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Map of the Lancashire Coalfield 



Gin Pit lies on the western edge of the Manchester Coalfield, near to the boundary of the 
Wigan Coalfield, and a short distance to the south of Tyldesley. Numerous coal seams 
were worked commercially in the area, with the Worsley Four Foot Mine lying closest to 
the surface. Known as the Parker Mine in the central part of the coalfield, this rich seam 
had an average thickness of 4ft (1.2m), and yielded ‘steam coal’, used mainly for power-
generation purposes. 

Good-quality coal was also extracted from the Crombouke Mine, which varied in depth 
from just 2ft thick to 4ft 6in (0.6-1.4m). It lay above the Brassey Mine, which reached 
its maximum thickness of 4ft (1.2m) 
in the Tyldesley area. The Rams 
Mine was also an important source 
of high-quality coal, and had an 
average thickness of 6ft (1.8m)
around Tyldesley. Reputedly the 
best coal in the area, however, was 
the Trencherbone Mine, which 
was worked extensively across 
the Manchester Coalfield. It had a 
thickness of 3-4ft (0.9-1.2m) around 
Astley and Tyldesley, but was up to 
8ft (2.4m) elsewhere on the coalfield.

The Arley Mine forms the lowest 
seam of the Middle Coal Measures 
in Lancashire, and occurs across 
most of the coalfield. It has an 
average thickness of 3-4ft (0.9-1.2m), 
and produced good-quality coal for 
coking, steam-raising and domestic 
use. The seam is a ‘hot mine’, and 
colliers had to work in temperatures 
exceeding 100 degrees Fahrenheit 
(38oC).

0 

800m

Schematic section through the Manchester 
Coalfield strata in the Tyldesley area



Coal was being mined in small quantities 
from accessible seams in many parts of the 
Lancashire coalfields during the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries, responding to its 
increased use for domestic purposes. An 
early report, which mentions a number 
of armed men and other malefactors that 
were accused of trespassing and digging 
sea-coal in the vicinity of Shakerley, near 
Tyldesley, in 1429, implies that coal was 
being extracted from surface outcrops with 
little, or no, mining infrastructure. 

Mines that exploited seams beneath surface outcrops appear to have been introduced to 
the area in the sixteenth century. The arrangement was simple and effective, consisting 
of a shaft that was sunk into a coal seam, which was then worked until the cavity 
became unstable. These workings needed to be above the level of free drainage, thereby 
restricting the quantity of coal that could be mined. Initially, the pits were small and 
typically less than 25ft (7.6m) deep, although shafts were being sunk to depths in excess 
of 100ft (30.5m) by the end of the sixteenth century. The coal was loaded into circular 
baskets, or corves, and dragged to the bottom of the shaft on wooden sleds, where it was 
raised to the surface by a capstan or horse-powered gin.

Cross-section through early bell pits

An early 
nineteenth-

century 
illustration of 
an advanced 
type of horse 

gin, also 
known as a 

whim gin, in 
operation 



The demand for coal began to rise in the early seventeenth century, with export shipments 
from Liverpool increasing from approximately 1200 tons in c 1620 to more than 4000 tons 
by the 1640s. In addition to the export markets, the demand from the metal-working and 
lime-burning trades increased locally, and also for domestic purposes, as the population 
expanded. However, many of the coal seams close to the surface had been exhausted, and 
deeper mining was considered unviable, given the problems of flooding and providing 
adequate ventilation, and the practicalities of raising the coal to the surface. 

The issue of flooding was addressed by the introduction of pumping machines, which 
were powered initially by waterwheels. The use of waterwheels was impractical in 
many parts of the Lancashire Coalfield, however, including the low-lying areas around 
Tyldesley and Leigh, where an effective solution to pumping water from coal pits was 
not achieved until the atmospheric steam engine was invented in c 1705 by Thomas 
Newcomen. This reliable engine was first set to work pumping water from coal mines 
on Lord Dudley’s estates near Birmingham in 1712 and, having proved successful, was 

widely adopted by the mining 
industry as a whole.

Whilst the commercial 
exploitation of the Lancashire 
Coalfield started at a later date 
than other coal-producing 
areas, it evolved to become 
one of the most important and 
prolific in England. The output 
of coal grew rapidly during 
the late eighteenth century 
and deeper shafts began to 
be sunk in c 1800, signalling 
the birth of ‘modern’ mining, 
although small pits and 'day 
eyes' continued to be worked.

An engraving produced in 1717, 
showing a Newcomen atmospheric 

steam engine being used for 
pumping at an early colliery



The growth of coal mining from the late 
eighteenth century onwards led to the 
increased employment of women and 
children in the underground workings, 
where they were frequently used to 
transport the coal from the pit face to the 
surface. This was done by dragging the 
coal on sledges or carrying it in baskets, 
although the four-wheeled mine trolley, 
or tub, was gradually adopted during the 
early nineteenth century. The youngest 
children were frequently employed as air-

door tenders, maintaining the ventilation system by opening and shutting doors when 
tubs needed to pass. 

An increased output of coal also necessitated a larger workforce above ground at 
each colliery, as did improvements in the preparation of coal for the markets, which 
included the introduction of mechanical screens. An engraving produced in 1835 shows 
an early example of a coal screen in operation, and depicts tubs of coal being emptied 
into the screens, sloping sieves where the large lumps of coal were separated from the 

small pieces. The 
engraving shows 
the lumps being 
discharged onto 
loading platforms, 
where stone, slate 
and other unwanted 
materials were 
picked out before the 
coal was shovelled 
into railway wagons. 

A woman and child haul a basket of coal on a sled from 
the pit face to the bottom of the shaft

An engraving from 
1835, showing an early 

example of a coal-
screening plant



The expansion of mining was 
accompanied by a growing 
number of accidents in and 
around the collieries, causing 
heavy loss of life. The high 
incidence of deaths and a 
growing recognition of the 
atrocious working conditions 
prompted the Mines and 
Collieries Act of 1842, which 
prohibited the employment of 
girls and women underground, 
together with boys below the 
age of ten. This removed a large 

proportion of the labour force employed in transporting coal to the surface, which led 
to the creation of new underground haulage systems. The inherent dangers of mining 
remained an issue, however, and a Parliamentary Report published in 1858 noted that 
1027 people had been killed in coal mines in 1856, with a similar number of deaths in 
1857. Many of these deaths had resulted from roof falls and gas explosions caused by the 
inadequate ventilation of underground workings, as at Yew Tree Colliery in December 
1858. This proved to be the worst mining disaster to occur in the Tyldesley area.

By 1858, there were 380 collieries 
in Lancashire, producing a 
combined total of 8,000,000 tons 
of coal per year. The number 
of collieries increased to 558 by 
1874, and the annual output 
had doubled to 16,000,000 tons. 
It was during this period of 
sustained growth in the industry 
that Gin Pit was established 
as a ‘modern’ colliery on the 
Manchester Coalfield.

The death of 25 men and boys from an 
explosion of firedamp at Yew Tree Colliery, 

near Tyldesley, in 1858, was reported in 
the Illustrated London News 

An explosion underground



Whilst Tyldesley and Astley, together with nearby Atherton, are all mentioned in 
documents dating to between 1190 and 1212, the surrounding area was sparsely 
populated throughout the medieval period. The earliest reference to extracting coal from 
surface outcrops in the area is provided by a document of 1429, which mentions the 
digging of ‘sea-coal’ near Shakerley. 

Physical remains of early mining in the area were discovered 
during an archaeological excavation undertaken by the 
former University of Manchester Archaeological Unit at 
Gadbury Fold, near Atherton, in 2003. This revealed three 
large pits, dating to the period spanning the fifteenth to 
early seventeenth centuries, which had been cut into a coal 
outcrop. Further evidence for mining in the area during 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries is provided by 
records of local colliers sustaining injuries.

Some coal pits in the area are marked on William Yates’ map of Lancashire, produced 
in 1786, and whilst nothing is shown around Gin Pit, it is unlikely that all of the coal 
workings will have been 
surveyed. The opening of the 
Bridgewater Canal, the world’s 
first industrial canal, encouraged 
an expansion of mining activity. 
The route between the Duke of 
Bridgewater’s mines at Worsley 
and Manchester was opened in 
1761, but it was an extension of 
the canal to Leigh in 1795 that 
triggered the development of 
mining around Tyldesley.

A probable coal pit excavated at Gadbury Fold in 2003 (GMAU Archive)

Extract from William Yates’ Map of the 
County Palatine of Lancaster of 1786, showing 

the coal pits around Tyldesley and Astley



Coal pits are known to have been opened 
at New Manchester, situated some 3km to 
the east of Tyldesley, by 1803. The mining 
rights to these pits were owned by the Duke 
of Bridgewater, who also created a mining 
village by building houses for the colliers, 
all of whom came from Manchester. Coal 
pits were also started at Chaddock Lane, 
possibly by the Duke of Bridgewater in the 
eighteenth century, but were operated by 
Richard Bradshaw under the auspices of the 
Bridgewater Trust by 1826. Coal pits had also 
been established nearby at Moss Farm, the 
City Pit and at Bedford by the 1830s.

Coal mining at Gin Pit was probably started by John Darlington and Colonel Malcolm 
Ross in the 1840s, although it was not shown on the Ordnance Survey mapping of 1845-7. 
The name given to this pit implies that the winding gear may have been operated by a 
horse, and whilst it has been suggested that this may point to an early origin for mining 
on the site, firm evidence is lacking. 

Colonel Ross was a coal speculator, and owned land on the Tyldesley side of Gin Pit. The 
Darlington family of Allison Hall, near Charnock Richard, also possessed considerable 
mining properties in Lancashire, and leased 
the mineral rights to much of the land 
around Gin Pit. In 1845 and 1846, John 
Darlington obtained the leases of more 
land in Astley with the express intention 
of constructing a narrow-gauge tramway 
from Gin Pit to a wharf on the Bridgewater 
Canal at Marsland Green. The importance 
of the canal to the local mining industry as 
a means of exporting coal continued into 
the twentieth century, despite a massive 
expansion of the railway infrastructure after 
the mid-1860s.

A horse-powered gin in use at a Derbyshire 
coal pit in the nineteenth century

The Marsland Green coal wharf 
in the 1950s



John Darlington died in the early 1850s and his coal pit at Gin Pit eventually passed to 
Samuel Jackson, a salt merchant and owner of Bedford Colliery. Jackson owned several 
other coal pits around Astley, and established the Astley and Tyldesley Coal and Salt 
Company in 1864.

Extract from the Ordnance Survey map 
of 1849 (surveyed 1845-7), showing 

the coal pits in the Tyldesley area and 
the route of John Darlington’s tramway 
from Gin Pit to the Bridgewater Canal



The new company provided the investment required for an expansion of coal mining at 
Gin Pit, together with the adjacent Kermishaw Nook Pit and St George’s Colliery, which 
were both sunk in 1866. This growth of mining activity would almost certainly have been 
impossible without an expansion of the local railway infrastructure.



The Railways
The first public railway in Lancashire was the Bolton & Leigh Railway, which opened for 
the conveyance of goods between Bolton and William Hulton’s collieries at Pendlebury 
Fold near Chequerbent in 1828, with a connection to collieries at Howe Bridge in 
Atherton. The line through to Leigh was completed in 1830, and was extended to Kenyon 
Junction near Warrington in 1831, where it joined with the recently opened Liverpool & 
Manchester Railway. 

Notwithstanding the importance of these two pioneering railways, and the benefits they 
brought to the handful of collieries on their routes, it was a proposal by the London & 
North Western Railway Company in 1861 to build a line from Eccles to Wigan that acted 
as a key stimulus to coal mining activity in the Astley and Tyldesley area. This railway 
was opened in September 1864, and passed through Worsley, Tyldesley and Howe Bridge 
before crossing the Bolton & Leigh Railway on the approach to Wigan. The line was split 
at Tyldesley, where a loopline continued south-westwards via Leigh to Pennington and 
thence to the Liverpool & Manchester Railway at Kenyon Junction.

The railway network around Tyldesley, and the 
collieries to which it connected



The new lines through 
Tyldesley provided 
an arterial route for 
the collieries on the 
western part of the 
Manchester Coalfield, 
reflecting the mining 
interests of many of the 
local industrialists who 
promoted the railway. 
In addition, the Astley 
and Tyldesley Coal and 
Salt Company began to 
develop an important 
mineral railway system 
that linked Marsland Green wharf on the Bridgewater Canal with Gin Pit, Nook and 
St George’s collieries, and provided a connection with the Tyldesley Loopline at Jackson’s 
Sidings. Mineral railways also served Bedford Colliery and the Shakerley, Yew Tree and 
Cleworth Hall collieries belonging to the Tyldesley Coal Company.

The adoption of railway locomotives by collieries in the Tyldesley area came somewhat 
later than on other coalfields, but they rapidly proved invaluable. In addition to hauling 
vast quantities of coal, much of the material needed to operate a colliery was delivered 
by rail, including large 
castings and timber 
for conversion into pit 
props. The Tyldesley 
mineral railway was 
also noted for its steam 
cranes, which were 
regularly in use along 
the line.

A laden coal train passing through Gin Pit on the mineral railway, heading towards 
Marsland Green wharf. The colliery headstock is just visible in the background

One of the steam cranes 
that were employed on the 
mineral railway around 

Tyldesley



During the early 1860s, the Astley and 
Tyldesley Coal and Salt Company began 
to sink a deep shaft at Gin Pit, a significant 
engineering feat that signalled the birth of 
the modern Gin Pit Colliery. The sinking 
work would have been carried out within 
a masonry or timber ring and will have 
employed a temporary winding engine. 
A progress report written in September 
1868 advised that the shaft had been sunk 
to a depth of approximately 150 yards 
(137m), and the engineer in charge already 
considered that it would be ‘the best paying’ 
on the local coalfield when it was finished.

The colliery probably went into production in c 1870, with the 14ft-diameter (4.2m) 
shaft having been sunk to a depth of 383 yards (350m) to reach the Rams Mine. The 
Crombouke Mine, which yielded good-quality coal, was also intersected at a depth of 
325 yards (297m). 

The archaeological excavation of the colliery in 2007 exposed a ring of stone blocks that 
formed the top of the brick-lined shaft. The excavation also revealed a passage on the 
western side that had originally extended through an archway in the heapstead wall, 

providing level access to the adjacent 
mineral line. This passage was at a lower 
level than the other structures on the 
heapstead, and will also have provided 
access to the underside of the cage that 
carried men and materials up and down 
the shaft. As such, it may have been a 
means of lowering down the shaft 
large items of equipment needed in the 
underground workings.

The top of the infilled shaft, revealed during the excavation 

The passage on the western 
side of the shaft 



Plan of the structures 
revealed during the 

archaeological excavation



A bed of sandstone that was encountered during 
the sinking of the shaft proved to be a prolific 
source of water, which immediately caused 
flooding. This problem was addressed by 
installing a beam pumping engine, thought to 
have been manufactured at the Haigh Foundry 
near Wigan. This pioneering engineering works 
began to produce steam-powered winding 
engines and pumps for the mining industry in 
1808, and continued to manufacture some of the 
largest pumping engines in the country until its 
closure in 1885. 

The beam engine was installed next to the 
new shaft at Gin Pit Colliery during the 
early 1870s, and it was reported in 1881-2 
that the engine was pumping 144,000 
gallons of water every 24 hours. The water 
was pumped out of the pit via several 
underground lodges, and was ultimately 
discharged into the Bridgewater Canal.

The beam engine remained in use into the 
twentieth century, but was superseded in 
the 1940s by compressed air pumps. The 
engine house was demolished subsequently, 
although the substantial brick-built 
foundations and stone mounting blocks 
for the engine were revealed during the 
archaeological excavation in 2007.

A beam pumping engine of the type that will 
have been employed at Gin Pit Colliery

The pumping system at Gin Pit Colliery



The pumping engine was 
housed in a building on the 
eastern side of the shaft. The 
foundation bed for the engine 
survived to a height in excess 
of 3m and was constructed 
primarily of brick, although 
stone blocks were also 
revealed at the eastern end 
of the foundations. A cast-
iron pipe that entered the 
building from the south 
is likely to have supplied 
steam to the engine from an 
early boiler adjacent to the 
pumping engine.  

As Gin Pit Colliery only had a single shaft, an underground connection had to be created to 
the adjacent St George’s Colliery to improve ventilation and reduce the risk of explosions 
at the pit face. However, during the sinking of the shaft, and until this underground 
connection was made, ventilation must have been provided by splitting the shaft to allow 
for the downward flow of fresh air and the rising of stale air. It is likely that this was 

achieved by dividing the shaft 
with timber or tarred cloth. 
This places Gin Pit Colliery 
as a late example of single-
shaft working, albeit for only 
a few years, as legislation 
requiring all collieries to 
have at least two shafts was 
introduced in the wake of a 
disaster at Hartley Colliery in 
Northumberland in 1862. 

The foundations for the pumping engine 
revealed during the archaeological excavation

Diagram of the ventilation system following the 
connection of Gin Pit with St George’s Colliery



The winding engine at 
Gin Pit Colliery was a 
twin-cylinder horizontal 
type, and is thought to 
have been built by WJ & J 
Garforth of Dukinfield, 
near Ashton-under-Lyne. 
The engine was equipped 
with a 10ft-diameter (3m) 
flat rope drum, although a 
larger drum was fitted in 
1898 for steel round rope. 
The winding capacity was 
80 tons per hour from the 
Rams Mine, at two tons 
per wind. The engine 
remained in use until the 

colliery closed in 1958, when it was finally scrapped and the engine house demolished.

The archaeological excavation demonstrated that the winding-engine house had been 
aligned north/south to the south of the shaft, and measured 13.13 x 7.75m. The centre of the 
brick-built engine house was 
dominated by a 2.3m-wide 
pit for the engine flywheel 
and winding drum, which 
was flanked by stone blocks 
that formed foundation beds 
for the engine cylinders. 
These contained numerous 
iron rods, which had been 
used to restrain the engine 
against the blocks. 

The winding engine in the early 1950s

The excavated foundations of 
the winding engine, looking 

towards the shaft



The excavation also 
uncovered the foundation 
bed for a second twin-
cylinder steam engine to 
the south of the shaft. This 
engine had been used to 
power the underground 
haulage system, and is 
thought to have been 
in operation by 1884. 
Several different means of 
mechanical haulage were 
employed in English 
collieries during the 
second half of the nineteenth century, although the endless rope system was adopted at 
Gin Pit. Tubs were attached at intervals to a continuously moving endless rope by using 
a friction clip or a double-hook chain, one end of which was fixed to the rope.  

The foundation bed for the steam engine that powered the haulage system 
underground, with the foundation bed for the pumping engine visible to the left

The endless 
rope system for 
underground 

haulage at Gin 
Pit Colliery



The ropes for the underground haulage system, 
together with those used for winding purposes, were 
fed down the shaft via the colliery headstock. This 
is thought to have been surmounted by two large 
pit wheels that guided the winding ropes, together 
with sheaves for no less than four endless ropes for 
underground haulage.

The original headstock at Gin Pit was made of 
timber, although this was replaced in the 1920s by 
a steel structure. It was during this period that the 
underground workings were provided with an 
electrical supply, and electric haulage engines were 
installed as a replacement to the endless rope system.

The headstock was erected 
on top of the heapstead, 
which was enclosed by a 
substantial stone wall. This 
was particularly high on the 
western side, to provide the 
height required to transfer 
coal from the preparation 
plant, or screens, into railway 
wagons on the mineral line. 
This section of the heapstead 
wall incorporated the ends 
of numerous steel joists, 
which had probably formed 
the structural framework for 
the coal screens.

A wooden headstock typical of the 1870s

The remains of the stone wall on 
the western side of the heapstead 

at Gin Pit Colliery



The remains of the boiler house and its associated 
chimney were exposed along the southern side of 
the excavation area. This building contained the 
settings for four Lancashire boilers, although one 
of these had been added in 1934 to increase the 
capacity of the steam-raising plant. The boilers 
had been charged with coal at the northern end of 
the building, which appeared to have been open-
fronted. A short aerial ropeway was added to the 
site at the turn of the twentieth century, carrying 
coal from the top of the shaft to the boiler house.

The chimney for the boilers was situated 
immediately to the south of the boiler house. This 
brick-built structure was square in plan, and rose 
to a height of 83ft (25.3m). The boiler house and its 
attendant chimney remained in use for a short while 
after the colliery closed in 1958, continuing to raise 
the steam required for machinery in the workshops.

The excavated remains of the boiler house

A twentieth-century view of Gin Pit 
Colliery, showing the chimney, winding 

engine house and the steel headstock

The foundations of the chimney



Excavation immediately 
adjacent to the boiler 
house revealed the 
foundations of the lamp 
room, where safety 
lamps were serviced and 
issued to the miners. The 
lamp room comprised 
a rectangular structure 
with overall dimensions 
of 7.1 x 4.8m, but this 
had been split into three 
small rooms. All of the 
walls were constructed 
from machine-made 
bricks and the floor, 
where it survived, was 
made of bricks laid on 
top of brick channels. 

These may have acted as flues to carry steam to heat the sub-floor spaces. It is possible  
that the lamp room also served as a washroom for the miners prior to the construction of 
the baths at Nook Colliery in 1937.

It became common practice during the late 
nineteenth century for each miner to exchange a 
numbered token, or check, for a lamp bearing the 
same number, at the start of each shift. The checks 
were kept in the lamp room, and allowed the colliery 
management to know who was in work. The check 
system proved vital when rescue services needed to 
know how many men were underground during an 
emergency, and for this reason became mandatory 
in collieries in 1913.

The excavated remains of the lamp room

A lamp check used at Gin Pit 
Colliery



During the early years of the colliery’s operation, it is likely that the tubs of coal raised 
to the surface would have been pushed along a passage on the northern side of the shaft 
to the coal-preparation plant, or screens. This plant was comparatively basic, comprising 
fixed-bar screens and a single set of double screens, which was used to process coal 
mined from the Crombouke Mine into ‘large’, ‘cobble’ and ‘slack’ grades. A nineteenth-
century photograph, thought to have been taken at Gin Pit Colliery, features part of the 
coal-preparation plant. It shows a timber-framed structure with a balanced mechanism 
for elevating full tubs of coal up to the screens. 

The original coal-preparation plant at Gin Pit Colliery appears to have been removed 
before 1894 and new screens were then installed, which incorporated a tub tippler. These 
had the capacity to process 100 tons of coal an hour. They were erected against the west 
wall of the heapstead, above the railway lines, allowing the coal to be transferred directly 
into railway wagons. The new coal screens also incorporated two picking belts, which 
enabled stones and other unwanted material to be removed by hand.

A nineteenth-century photograph thought to be of Gin 
Pit Colliery, showing the timber-framed coal screens 



Following the prohibition of child and female labour in the below-ground workings, 
brought about by the Mines and Collieries Act of 1842, many mining families needed 
a means of compensating for the 
loss of wages. Women and girls 
began to carry out jobs on the 
surface at collieries, with many 
being employed in the coal-
preparation plant. They became 
known in Lancashire as 'pit brow 
lasses', and often dressed in such 
a distinctive way that this led 
them to be featured on numerous 
Edwardian picture postcards and 
photographs.

Coal-screening plant 
complete with tub tipplers

An Edwardian postcard 
of ‘pit brow lasses’ 

working on a coal screen



Archaeological excavation to the 
north of the shaft revealed the 
foundations of the stone-dust 
plant, which had been added to 
the colliery in the early twentieth 
century. These foundations 
incorporated numerous bricks 
bearing the ‘A & T’ manufacturer’s 
stamp, indicating that they 
had been made at the Astley & 
Tyldesley Company’s brickworks 
at Nook Colliery. The stone dust 
was laid along the underground 
roadways. In the event of an 
explosion, volatile coal dust stirred 
up from the shockwave was 
diluted by the stone dust, which 
prevented it from igniting.

A series of six timber 
railway sleepers was 
revealed immediately 
to the west of the stone-
dust plant, providing a 
rare physical reminder 
of the extensive railway 
infrastructure that had 
served the colliery. All of 
the railway lines, however, 
had been scrapped shortly 
after the colliery closed.

The excavated foundations of the stone-dust 
plant, situated to the north of the shaft

Railway sleepers adjacent 
to the stone-dust plant



Working Methods
Different systems of mining were 
employed at Gin Pit Colliery, with the 
Crombouke Mine being worked during 
the nineteenth century on the longwall 
face system. Using this method, an 
initial roadway was driven out from the 
bottom of the shaft, and a continuous 
coalface was opened up on either side 
of the roadway, from which coal was 
removed progressively, the roadway 
moving as the coal was mined. The 
growing space behind the coalface, 
known as a ‘goaf’, was packed with 
waste stone and other debris to support 
the roof of the workings.

The Rams Mine was worked using 
a combination of the longwall and 
pillar and stall systems, according to 
conditions. The latter technique involved 
digging levels from the bottom of the 
shaft into the coal seam. These became 
the main haulage roads, from which 
small roadways known as headings were 
mined. Stalls were worked out from the 
headings, with pillars of coal left in place 
to support the roof of the workings, 
creating a grid pattern.

The output from the Rams Mine and 
Crombouke Mine at Gin Pit Colliery 
totalled 127,944 tons in the years 1881-2. 
The quality of coal, however, attracted 
some criticism for not being ‘first-class 
house or coking coal’.

A schematic plan showing the longwall method of 
mining. The roadway (a) along the coalface (d) is kept 

open by timber props and packs of waste stone. The 
‘goaf’ (b) lies to the rear, and is traversed by goaf roads 

(c) that are supported by strong packs of stone

A schematic plan showing the pillar and stall method 
of mining



Nook and St George’s Collieries
In addition to the investment made by the Astley and Tyldesley Coal and Salt Company 
in Gin Pit Colliery, the Company also expanded mining operations at the adjacent Nook 
and St George’s Collieries. Nook Colliery was opened in 1866, when the Astley and 
Tyldesley Coal and Salt Company sunk a shaft to the Rams Mine at a depth of 455 yards 
(416m). A second shaft was sunk to a depth of 935 yards (854m) in 1873 to reach 
the Arley Mine, and a third shaft was sunk to the Trencherbone Mine in 1899. After 

further expansion, Nook Colliery 
became one of the largest collieries 
on the Manchester Coalfield. It also 
incorporated a brickworks, which 
made productive use of the clay 
seams in the pit.

St George’s Colliery, known locally 
as ‘Back o’t’ Church', was also 
started in the mid-1860s, when two 
shafts were sunk to the Rams Mine. 
A third shaft, sunk in 1884, provided 
access to the Trencherbone Mine, 
and was deepened subsequently 
to the Arley Mine. St George’s 
Colliery and Gin Pit Colliery were 
connected in the late nineteenth 
century to improve the ventilation 
in the underground workings. 
Following the completion of this 
underground link, the two pits 
became a single colliery in both 
legal and working terms. 

In 1900, the Astley and Tyldesley Coal 
and Salt Company became the Astley 
& Tyldesley Collieries Company Ltd. 
The Company continued to run all 
three collieries until 1929.

An original plan of Gin Pit, Nook and St George’s 
collieries in the mid-1930s



The post-war decline in coal mining was the focus of the Mining Industry Act of 1926, 
which encouraged independent companies to merge and modernise mining methods. 
This led to the formation of the Manchester Collieries Company Ltd in March 1929, which 
at that date became the largest colliery amalgamation in Britain. The Astley & Tyldesley 
Collieries Company was amongst several mining concerns that were incorporated into 
the Manchester Collieries Company Ltd in 1929. 

Perhaps the most pressing concern for the new owners of Gin Pit Colliery was the near 
exhaustion of the Rams and Crombouke mines, which led to an expansion of the workings 
in the Brassey Mine. This was not very successful initially, and ultimately required the 
underground roadways to be rebuilt using steel arch supports. The machinery used at the pit 
face was fully electrified during this period, and the original pumping engine was superseded 
by four compressed air-driven pumps. As a result of these improvements, the colliery produced 
101,682 tons of coal in 1946, which came entirely from the Brassey Mine. 

When the coal industry was nationalised in 1947, Manchester Collieries Ltd employed 
14,868 workers in the Lancashire Coalfield. Of this total, there were 363 underground 
workers at Gin Pit Colliery, and another 158 employed on the surface.

Steel arch supports in an underground roadway, 
thought to be Gin Pit Colliery, in 1935



An aerial view of Gin 
Pit in 1946, showing the 
colliery on the eve of the 

nationalisation of the 
coal industry



The Astley & Tyldesley 
Collieries Company Ltd 
added an important 
complex of engineering 
workshops to Gin Pit 
Colliery in c 1900. 
This arose from the 
Company’s decision to 
invest in a fleet of steam 
locomotives to haul coal 
from their collieries. The 
first to be purchased was 
a side tank locomotive, 
named TB Wood after one 
of the Company directors, 

which was supplied in 1899 by the Lowca Engineering Co Ltd of Whitehaven. 
Two more Lowca locomotives, James Lord and George Peace, were purchased in 
1903 and 1906 respectively. The fleet was expanded in 1910 with the addition of 
Maden, a more powerful locomotive, built by Nasmyth Wilson & Company at the 
Bridgewater Foundry in 
Salford. The engineering 
workshops were built at 
Gin Pit to maintain and 
repair these locomotives, 
which eventually became 
the central repair shops 
for several collieries in 
the district.

An official works photograph of TB Wood, a 0-6-0 side tank locomotive 
purchased by the Astley & Tyldesley Collieries Company in 1899 for use 

at Gin Pit Colliery

Maden at work in the mid-
1950s. When built in 1910, 

this engine was considered to 
mark a new era in the design 
and construction of colliery 

locomotives



Amongst the earliest components 
of this workshop complex was a 
tall two-storey building in the 
southern part of the colliery, with 
its southern gable overlooking 
Meanley Road. The loading 
doors set into the western and 
northern elevations suggest 
that it had been designed as a 
warehouse, but it was converted 
subsequently for engineering 
purposes.

A saw mill was situated at the 
northern end of the complex, 
erected in c 1920. Access for 
railway rolling stock was created 
at the northern end of this 
building, facilitating the delivery 
of tree trunks for conversion into 
pit props and other items.

A long range between the 
saw mill and the warehouse, 
overlooking the heapstead, 
probably developed in stages 
between 1900 and c 1945. Railway 
lines enabled locomotives to 
enter the building, which was 
fitted with a travelling crane 
to handle heavy machinery, 
materials and locomotive parts. 

The saw mill at the northern end of the colliery

The former warehouse at the southern end of the colliery

Heavy engineering workshops overlooking 
the heapstead



The large rectangular range in the centre of 
the workshop complex was also used for 
repairing locomotives, and for other heavy 
engineering purposes. A building is shown 
in this position on the Ordnance Survey map 
of 1894, although it had been widened by 
1907. An internal partition that had formed 
the eastern wall of the building originally 
incorporated tiered flues, probably marking 
the position of metal-working hearths. A 
two-storey structure in the northern part of 
the complex, adjacent to the saw mill, was 
also used for metal-working, and may have 
been a small foundry or smithy. A single-
storey wing was added in the mid-1930s, 
and was fitted with railway doors in its 
northern gable.

The interior of one of the heavy engineering workshops

The Gin Pit engineering workshops, shown on the 
Ordnance Survey map of 1952



The workshops were by no means limited to repairing locomotives, as surviving 
company records show that a range of heavy equipment required at several collieries 
was manufactured at Gin Pit. In 1939, for instance, endless rope haulage gear was built 
for Astley Green Colliery and Mosley Common No 1 Pit, with similar gear being supplied 
to Chanters Colliery in March 1940. An electric haulage system for Mosley Common 
Colliery No 2 Pit was also manufactured at the Gin Pit workshops during 1940. 

The importance of the central repair workshops to the coal pits in the Manchester Colliery 
Company’s western district is reflected in the Company’s continued investment in the 
complex until nationalisation of the coal industry in 1947. In 1953, however, the National 
Coal Board decided to build an extension to their locomotive repair shop at Walkden, 
which inevitably meant a decline in orders for the Gin Pit workshops. They remained in 
use for a short while after the closure of Gin Pit Colliery in 1958, but the buildings were 
eventually taken over by William Hare and used as a foundry and steel-fabrication plant. 

The interior of the Gin Pit workshops in the early 1950s 
(© Wigan Archives & Local Studies: wiganarchives.past-view.com)



Development groundworks 
to the east of the heapstead 
in 2007 unexpectedly 
revealed the remains of 
an air-raid shelter. This 
comprised a series of curved 
concrete panels with steel 
reinforcement rods and a 
central steel beam, which 
was probably bolted along 
the ridge. The concrete was 
reinforced with scrap metal 
from the colliery, including 
lengths of steel rope and 
chains. 

Only a section of the air-raid shelter was 
uncovered, consisting of an arched-roof passage 
that dog-legged in several directions. It was 
almost certainly more extensive, with several 
escape hatches and staircases offering alternative 
means of access, although the dangerous 
condition of the structure precluded physical 
entry for a complete survey.

A section cut across part of the air-raid shelter, 
showing the steel ropes and scrap chains used for 

strengthening

A sketch plan of part of the air-raid shelter. The 
dashed lines indicate blocked openings, and the 

steps lead up into the colliery buildings



The shelter had evidently been 
fitted originally with wooden 
benches, the positions of which 
were marked by a series of iron 
pegs set in the lower walls. Other 
fixtures and fittings may have 
included ceramic washbasins with 
iron stands or ‘Elsan’ chemical 
toilets, although these had long 
since been removed. However, 
Bakelite fittings surviving along 
the central steel beam almost 
certainly represented the remains 
of electric lighting.

The shelter was undoubtedly built in response to government legislation passed in 1939, 
which required employers to make provision for protection from air-raids. In the event, 
it was never used, but is reputed to have become a popular location for courting couples.

Interior of the second chamber in the air-raid 
shelter, showing iron pegs set into the lower walls 

The upturned chassis of a coal tub discovered in the air-raid shelter



The Astley and Tyldesley Coal and Salt Company built the village between Gin Pit and 
Nook Colliery, to provide accomodation for skilled miners. The land was rented from the 
Duke of Bridgewater’s estate at a cost of £53.0.6 per annum, and plans for the new village 
were drawn up in 1876. This allowed for the residential development of land to the south 
of Meanley Road and to the west of the colliery railway sidings.

The houses were laid out on a simple grid that was defined by three new streets, Peace 
Street, Lord Street and Maden Street, which were all named after directors of the Astley 
and Tyldesley Coal and Salt Company. The Census Returns indicate that at least three of 
the houses on Peace Street had been completed and occupied by 1881, with ten families 
living on the same street in 1891. 

The Census also confirms that all the heads of the families living on Peace Street were 
coal miners. A few of these families had originated from Wigan, and one miner was 
from Ireland, but a significant proportion had migrated to Gin Pit from North Wales and 
Staffordshire. One of the Staffordshire miners had two daughters, aged 19 and 15, who are 

both recorded in the Census 
Returns as ‘collier labourers’, 
whilst the 17 year-old son of 
one of the Welsh miners was 
employed as a lamp cleaner. 

The Ordnance Survey map of 
1893 captures the village at an 
early stage in its development, 
by which date 32 houses had 
been built. However, there 
was no church or public 
house, leading the village to 
become known locally as the 
‘Holy City’.

A sketch plan, dated 1876, showing 
plots allocated for the development 

of Gin Pit Village 
(not to scale)



The number of houses had more than doubled to a total of 71 by 1903, with extensions to 
the terraces on Lord Street and Peace Street, and the erection of 15 new houses along the 
eastern side of Peace Street. The houses were all built to a high standard, and each had 
a small private yard to the rear, containing a privy. Five new properties were also built 
along Meanley Road, which included a shop that was opened by a branch of the Leigh 
Co-operative Society in 1903 to 
supply the villagers with their 
everyday needs. The houses on 
Meanley Road, together with 
a terrace of five new properties 
on Maden Street, were slightly 
larger than the other houses in 
the village, having an outshut to 
the rear and a small yard to the 
front.

The growth of Gin Pit Village as shown on Ordnance Survey mapping

The Co-operative store opened on 
Meanley Road in 1903

1894 1907 1937



The eastern edge of the village was 
marked by School Street, which was 
laid out with a terrace of six houses 
and a school during the early twentieth 
century. The school opened in 1904, and 
was leased to the Wesleyan Methodists, 
who ran it as an elementary day school 
for the village children, although adult 
education was also available. 

The final additions to the village were 
completed in 1926, when three new 
houses were built on Maden Street. 
By that date, there were more than 570 residents in the village, the majority depending 
upon the Astley & Tyldesley Collieries Company Ltd for a livelihood. The Company also 
provided the village with electricity, lighting and street cleaning.

Pupils at Gin Pit school in the early 1950s, with the 
colliery headstock in the background

Peace Street in the mid-1960s, with Nook 
Colliery No 4 Pit in the background



In September 1927, the Astley & Tyldesley Miners’ 
Welfare Institute opened, with money from the 
Miners’ Welfare Fund to provide social and sports 
facilities. These included billiard tables, a library 
and reading room, a bar and lounge, tennis courts, 
football and cricket pitches, and two bowling 
greens. The Miners’ Welfare Committee also built a 
new pithead baths at Nook Colliery in 1937, which 
was available for use by the Gin Pit miners.

The closure of Gin Pit Colliery in 1958 led to a lack 
of investment in the village and, by the late 1960s, 
it had become known locally as ‘the lost village’ 
on account of the poor roads, an absence of street 
lighting and public telephones, and no public bus 
service. However, the historic setting of the village 
led to a decision by Granada Television in the early 1970s to use Gin Pit as a filming 
location for the acclaimed drama series ‘Sam’, which followed the life of a boy growing 
up in a coal-mining village during the inter-war period. 

Ten of the original terraced houses on Peace Street were demolished in the 1980s, and 
their footprint redeveloped as a central car park for the village. Nevertheless, the village 
retains its character 
as an unusually 
complete example 
of a purpose-built 
mining settlement, 
and the Miners’ 
Welfare Institute 
continues to play 
an important role 
as a local social and 
sports club. 

A commemorative plate celebrating 
60 years of the Miners’ Welfare 

Institute at Gin Pit

View across the excavated 
site towards the Miners’ 

Welfare Institute and 
sports fields 



Despite the demolition of the colliery buildings shortly after the cessation of mining 
in 1958, Gin Pit survives as a fine example of a nineteenth-century Lancashire coal-
mining settlement. The repair workshops remained in use for a short while after 1958, 
although the Tyldesley railway system, upon which the repair workshops depended, 
was abandoned in 1965 with the closure of Nook Colliery. The workshops were used 
subsequently as a foundry and steel-fabrication plant, although the site was vacated 
at the dawn of the twenty-first century. The buildings rapidly fell into dereliction, and 
redevelopment of the abandoned site was clearly needed.

The half pit wheel and 
coal tub installed at 

Gin Pit 



In 2003, on the eve of the site’s redevelopment for residential purposes, the mayor of 
Wigan buried a time capsule at Gin Pit to commemorate the end of coal mining at the 
village. During that public event, the Gin Pit Residents’ Association decided to develop 
a proposal to install a pit wheel in the village as a permanent tribute to the importance 
of the colliery and coal mining to the area. After ten years of fundraising and obtaining 
relevant permissions, an 18ft-tall (5.4m) half pit wheel, obtained from Clipstone Colliery 
in Nottinghamshire, was finally installed on land forming the village green in 2013, 
together with an historic coal tub and information boards. This new monument lies 
on the route of one of Wigan Borough’s Jubilee Legacy Walks, which have also been 
designed to celebrate the richness and diversity of the area.

The historical importance of the site, championed by the Gin Pit Residents’ Association, 
was acknowledged in the planning process. A requirement to consider the archaeological 
implications of any new development has been embedded in national planning policy 
since 1990, and is presently covered by the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) that was introduced in 2012. Where known or suspected archaeological sites are 
threatened by development, the NPPF advises that their importance should be assessed 
and that the remains should be protected, either through sympathetic planning or, where 
appropriate, through archaeological excavation and record. 

When considering an application for a new development, the local planning authorities 
in Greater Manchester have access to specialist archaeological advisers to help them in 
assessing development impacts on archaeological sites and historic buildings. This key 
role is fulfilled by the Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service (GMAAS), 
which also maintains the Historic Environment Record, a database of all known sites of 
archaeological and historical interest in the county. 

Desk-based studies of Gin Pit Colliery and the associated repair workshops were 
undertaken prior to the redevelopment of the site. These reaffirmed the historic interest 
of the buildings as a rare surviving example of a colliery workshop complex, and also 
highlighted the potential importance of buried structural remains on the heapstead. In the 
light of these reports, and following consultation with GMAAS, Wigan Borough Council 
required a measured survey of the derelict workshops and an archaeological excavation 
of the colliery heapstead to be carried out as part of the proposed redevelopment of the 
site for new housing. 



The passionate local interest in the site was made abundantly clear during an organised 
visit for the residents of Gin Pit to view the excavated remains of the colliery. All of the 
visitors took the opportunity to share their memories of the colliery and the village, 
providing photographs and invaluable oral testimony. This booklet has aimed to 
summarise the results obtained from the archaeological work carried out at Gin Pit, with 
the intention of helping to disseminate the rich industrial heritage of this fascinating 
village to a wider audience.

Gin Pit residents visiting 
the excavation
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