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archaeological fi nds and sites. Boggart Hole Clough is one part of the ancient landscape that has 
survived, although modifi ed to some degree to form a municipal park in the late nineteenth and
twentieth century. Th e history, landscape  and  myths  of  this  remarkable  park  are  described.

Th is booklet continues the aim of the Past Revealed series in broadening our understanding of
the  Greater  Manchester  area’s  rich  but  oft en  overlooked  heritage.
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During its one hundred and six years of existence Booth 
Hall Hospital touched the lives of many thousands
of people in north-east Manchester and beyond. It is
therefore fi tting that this booklet helps to
commemorate the hospital’s heritage and impact. Th e
redevelopment of the hospital site has provided the 
opportunity, through an archaeological planning
condition, to produce another booklet in the 
popular Greater Manchester’s Past Revealed series; this 
time focusing on a rarely studied part of Manchester.

Th e hospital was built on the site and grounds of
16th-century Booth Hall, part of an ancient
landscape that has mostly disappeared. Wardell
Armstrong, the archaeologists appointed to
investigate the hall site, give an account in the following
pages of what is known of the hall, whilst putting
this in context by describing the history of the
surrounding landscape and highlighting other relevant

Norman Redhead, County Archaeologist, Greater Manchester



Th is booklet describes the history and archaeology of Boggart Hole Clough and Booth Hall.
Boggart Hole Clough is a large public park in north Manchester and
immediately to its north is the site of Booth Hall. Th e park takes its name from 
the clough (or natural ravine) on its south side. Both the hall and the clough had
historically been part of the estate of Booth Hall, a gentleman’s property during the 18th and
19th centuries. Th e land to the south of the hall around Boggart Hole Clough, was purchased by
the Manchester Corporation in 1894. Soon aft erwards the hall was demolished and the site was
developed as Booth Hall Children’s Hospital.

Today, despite the area having been subsumed within the urban development of Manchester, 
there are remnants of the earlier pre-urban landscape surviving such as Boggart Hole Clough.
Additionally, some historic places have survived as archaeological sites, as at Booth Hall and
Easton Grange, with these being archaeologically investigated in recent years. Th is booklet
tells the story of these places and of the surrounding landscape thet were set in, aspects of which
have been preserved within Boggart Hole Clough park.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N            

Booth Hall Children’s Hospital with part of Boggart Hole Clough in the foreground, 1935 
(Manchester Libraries, Information and Archives Manchester City Council)



During the prehistoric period the area was on the edge of a mire now known as White Moss. Th is 
would have been an attractive feature for exploitation and hunting activities; a barbed and tanged
arrowhead, indicating Bronze Age activity, was found to the southwest of Boggart Hole in 1957, and in 
1959 a Bronze Age tanged spearhead was recorded within the clough. 

                                                                                                                                                symbols of status, a 
valuable economic resource and of high amenity value for noble, and later, gentry families.

Deer parks were usually established in well wooded areas and this seems to have been the case at 
Blackley. Th e name is believed to derive from Old English words blaec and lēah, meaning the black, 
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T H E  E A R L Y  H I S T O R Y  O F  B L A K E L E Y

During the medieval period Booth Hall and Boggart Hole Clough were located 
within the township of Blackley. We know that Blackley was a deer park in 1282; 
in that year the deer park was valued at more than 6 pounds and 13 shillings 
for herbage, dead wood, pig grazing, and eyries of sparrow-hawks. Forty years 
later the park of Blakeley was said to have “eyries of eagles, herons and hawks,
honey-bees, mineral earths, ashes and other issues”. At that time the park was
considered to be seven miles in circumference with two deer leaps (places where 
deer could get into the park but could not get out) and pasturage for 240 cattle. 
Clearly a wild and valuable place.

Th is large deer park included all of the township of Blackley as well
as Alkrington Wood, parts of  Crumpsall, Harpurhey and Moston. Th e park
was owned by the lords of Manchester and was surrounded by a wooden 
fence known as a ‘park pale’. Deer parks were enclosed areas set aside by the 
lords of the manor to manage game for the purposes of hunting, though they 
were oft en used for other purposes as well, especially the larger parks, such
as providing pasture for cattle. Deer parks usually consisted of both open
pastures for grazing and areas of woodland for cover. Th ey were important

Th e Bronze Age tanged
spearhead 

(Greater Manchester
Historic Environment

Record)



as in dark, clearing in the woodland. Other nearby places in the area with leah place names include 
Wardley, suggesting that the surrounding area was formerly extensive woodland. Th e area also
features a number of hey names such as Moare Hey, an enclosure within the Booth Hall Estate in 
1637, and the nearby settlement of Harpurhey. A total of 104 ‘hays’, a word derived from Old English
haeg, or Middle English hay or hey, meaning ‘fenced-in enclosure’ were noted among the
assets of 49 Cheshire manors, normally in association with woodland. Blackley deer park 
was at least still a partially wooded landscape in 1322 when it was used for pannage; a term 
for allowing pigs to feed in woodland on beech mast, acorns, sweet chestnuts and hazel
nuts. Th e park was still in existence by 1355, but in that year its pasture was rented out and this may 
have signalled the beginning of the end for the park as primarily a hunting preserve.

Blackley township was the northernmost township in the very large medieval parish of Manchester 
and was part of the Barony of Manchester. By the later 15th century Blackley was no longer held
by a single lord and the original township holding appears to have been dispersed amongst a number 
of landholders. One of the earliest places in Blackley to be granted to another landholder may have 
been Easton Grange which could have been a monastic farm by the  later 13th century. Th e remainder 
of the Blackley Estate was transferred to Sir John Byron in 1433. In 1473 John Byron held Blackley
village, Blackley fi eld, and Pillingworth fi elds. By the early 17th century Humphrey Booth, of
Salford, owned a considerable estate in Blackley.

Hall sites are not uncommon in Greater Manchester. Th ey were usually owned by gentry
families and date from the later medieval period through to the 17th century, or were the
residences of wealthy yeoman farmers who aspired to upward mobility and chose to
refl ect this in either entirely new or enhanced houses. Th ey take their name from the hall 
which formed the principal component of a higher status medieval house, a large open-to-the-
roof public space which was distinct from the smaller service areas and private chambers usually
situated at one end of the hall. Th e name when applied to houses like Booth Hall, however, was

B O O T H  H A L L  A N D  O T H E R  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  L O C A L  H A L L S           
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more a refl ection of the building’s intended status rather than a description of its layout. Before
1640 there is no indication that the house on the site of Booth Hall was anything other than a 
large farmhouse. Blackley Hall, situated nearby and close to Blackley Church, was possibly in
existence by the late 16th century. Blackley Hall was demolished in the early 19th century, and
was described as a black and white half-timbered mansion. Many of the halls were half-timbered
but not, it would appear,  Booth Hall,  which was constructed in brick.

Th e Booth family gave their name to Booth Hall in Blackley which was said to have been built in 
1639–40 by Humphrey Booth for his son, also Humphrey Booth. Th is attribution appears to be
confi rmed by a wooden beam which was on the front of the original part of the house and had the
initials and date ‘H B: A B: 1640’. Th ese were the initials of Humphrey Booth and his wife, Ann. 
Booth Hall appears not to have been built on a vacant site, however, as William Crabtree’s map of 
1637 shows two earlier buildings. 

William Crabtree’s ‘Plan of the Booth Hall Estate’, 1637
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Th e building to the east is likely to
be agricultural, possibly a barn, 
and the building to the west which  
appears to have a chimney is
probably a house.  Th ese buildings 
form the farmstead at the heart of 
a farm and the map is described as 
showing ‘one messuage and tene-
ment’ of Mr Humphrey Booth. Th e
farmstead is not referred to as Booth 
Hall and the estate is much smaller 
than it was in later years. Humprey 
Booth’s estate began to expand in 
1637 with the aquisition of the nearby 
property of Easton Grange.



Th e house shown in 1637 appears to have been replaced in 1640, and was referred  to from then on as 
Booth Hall. It appears to have been a two-storeyed structure with numerous brick gables, which were 
later stuccoed (rendered) and painted over. Th e bricks to build the house probably came from the
estate’s own kilns, as to the northwest of the farmstead in 1637 there was an enclosure called Kiln
Close with two small structures on the enclosure boundary which may have been brick kilns. A
further enclosure on the estate called Brick Kiln Close in 1637 was adjacent to a pond which may
have formed from the fl ooding of a clay pit dug for the brick making materials.

Th e 17th-century origin of the new hall is typical of country houses in Greater Manchester,
many of which were constructed or rebuilt during the 16th or 17th centuries. House building at
the time was a national phenomenon which in the Manchester area resulted from the increasing
wealth of the gentry. Other nearby halls of this period included Hough Hall, a timber-framed hall
located 1.2km to the south.

William Johnson’s ‘Plan of the Parish of Manchester’, 1818-19
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In addition, Moston Hall located 2km southeast, whilst of medieval origin, was rebuilt in brick
during the 17th century.

Booth Hall was described as standing ‘on a beautiful site which is screened from the waggon 
way which passes its garden boundaries by prosperous woods’.  Additions were made to the hall in 
the 18th century and again in the fi rst half of the 19th century. William Johnson’s map of the area 
around Blackley, dating to the early 19th century, clearly shows the rural character of the landscape
surrounding Booth Hall, with isolated properties and farmsteads such as Easton Grange located on 
the fl ank of Boggart Hole Clough in what is now the public park, and further to the south Hough 
Hall, a timber-framed building of 17th-century origin. It also shows that the area was becoming 
industrialised with operations such as bleach works recorded in the vicinity. By the early 19th
century the area near Booth Hall was developing the characteristics of an urban fringe.

.8.

A recent photograph of Hough Hall



Johnson’s map shows the hall as an L-shaped structure thought to be inclusive of 18th-century
additions. Further additions made in the fi rst half of the 19th century were shown on the Ordnance 
Survey map of 1848.

Th e earlier 19th-century modifi cations were not appreciated by contemporary observers. Writing in
1854, the Reverend J Booker included a description of Booth Hall in his article ‘A History of the
Ancient Chapel of Blackley’: 

‘Booth Hall is a structure of some antiquity, and stands upon an elevated site distant about half a mile
from the Manchester and Middleton turnpike road. It is of two stories, gabled, and in form approaches 
that of a parallelogram; on the east side and projecting at right angles is a wing of comparatively modern 
date; the whole is of brick, rough-cast, and painted of a dark grey or slate colour. Th e oldest portion of
the house has suff ered much at the hands of its later tenants; the windows in the basement story,
originally square-headed, divided by mullions and protected by a label or weather table extending
the whole length of the building, have in many instances been blocked up and their place supplied by
casements of modern construction. In the upper story the windows are square and chiefl y of six lights; 

Ordnance Survey map of 1848
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here, as in the base, some have been built up and nothing but the hood remains to indicate that such
windows ever existed; the barge-boards are plain in the extreme. Th e interior presents little to call
for remark, the apartments being for the most part small and exhibiting an appearance altogether
modern’.

incorporates some sash windows which were popular during the Victorian period. Th e two-storey
building incorporated blind dormers with decorative fi nials. Numerous chimneys were also evident.

In the 1854 illustration, the oldest part of the building is recorded as a two-storey structure,
potentially of fi ve bays, with twin attic gables. Th e presence of a hood mould and a decorative
string course would suggest that this element related to the earliest phase of the hall.
Th e elevation of the building reveals a considerable degree of modifi cation to this
particular part of the building, with much evidence for the infi lling of doors and windows.
Th is is shown by the hood mould, which in some cases rises above a window and
in other instances to the right of the elevation, is interrupted by windows at a higher level,

Th e transformational impacts on the 
hall of further Victorian refurbish-
ments and embellishments can be 
seen in the drawing of Booth Hall 
in the Rev. Booker’s article of 1854,
a late 19th-century photograph  (p.11)
and a sketch of Booth Hall dated 1896 
(p.12).

Th e elevations of the hall shown to the 
right as depicted in 1854 appears to 
show an earlier phase of building as 
evidenced by the blocked windows. 
Th e later building phase, on the left ,

Booth Hall as it appeared in Reverend J Booker’s article of 1854.
Th e section of the house to the right was the older part

(Manchester Libraries, Information and Archives, Manchester City Council) 
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presumably insertions.

It is diffi  cult to comment on the fl oor plan of the hall with any degree of certainty. Th e 
position of the chimney in relation to the porch entrance suggests a baffl  e entry type structure,
with the fi replace located centrally with an axial (perpendicular) chimney stack. Certainly baffl  e
entry halls were common in the 17th century, however, this may be pushing the documentary
evidence too far. 

Booker, whilst dismissive of the later additions, records what was a commonplace occurence;
the continued modifi cation and adaption of existing buildings to refl ect contemporary taste and the 
evolving needs of the occupant. Stucco render, popular in the 18th century, may have covered
decorative brickwork which is likely to have been considered unfashionable by those seeking a more 
modern residence.

.11.

Late 19th-century photograph of Booth Hall 
(Courtesy of the Booth Hall Hospital Heritage Project)



By the end of the 19th century, Booth Hall was a large property with large bay windows along its
southeast facade, a lodge at the end of the approach road, outbuildings to the north, and set in an
extensive area of woodland. A sketch of Booth Hall, dating to 1896, shows a building with a decorative 
crowstep gable and an oriel window; this may have been one of the earlier buildings on the site.

In 1892, P Wentworth described the location of Booth Hall as, ‘there is no fi ner site for a
gentleman’s mansion than this for miles round the manufacturing city. Its beauty is the reverse of
artifi cial, and it is not so solitary but the pleasant sounds of farmsteads may be heard on every side
of it. It is a homely old hall, rich and plain, and not too good or too great to be loved by a simple man’. 

.12.

Sketch of Booth Hall, 1896
(Manchester Libraries, Information and Archives, Manchester City Council)



of land overlooking Boggart Hole Clough. Th e situation is an ideal one for open space, sun and
circulation of air, and the well-wooded and shrubbed gardens of the old Booth Hall which occupied part
of the site, form delightful surroundings to the eastern end of the infi rmary, and especially for the nurses’ 
home. Th e infi rmary provides beds for 400 patients, with room for further expansion as required, but
for the present only 280 patients will be admitted. Th e buildings have been designed on a simple and
economical plan’.

Th e article continued to provide a description of the buildings on the site, which
were constructed of brick with terracotta dressings.

Th e Ordnance Survey map surveyed in 1906 depicts the pavilion-plan style of the building, typical
of hospital building at the time. Th e long ranges known as ‘Nightingale Wards’ allowed for
maximum ventilation and were connected to a central administration block.

A proliferation of hospital building followed the 
1868 Metropolitan Poor Law Act which permitted 
the opening of infi rmaries as part of workhouses. 
By 1907, Booth Hall had been demolished and the 
site acquired by Prestwich Poor Law Union for the 
construction of a new general purpose infi rmary
to care for the sick of the Prestwich Union
Workhouse (later known as Delaunays Hospital). 
An article in the Manchester Evening News, dated 
28th October 1908, described its opening:

‘Th e new Booth Hall Infi rmary of the Prestwich Poor 
Law Union in Charlestown Road, Blackley, has been 
erected at a cost of £70 000 on a site of about 34 acres 

B O O T H  H A L L  C H I L D R E N`S  H O S P I T A L           
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Th e Administration Block at the centre of the fi rst phase of the infi rmary, 

built 1907-08, as seen in 1969 (Manchester Libraries, Information
and Archives, Manchester City Council)
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Immediately to the right of the entrance on 
Charlestown Road was the porter’s lodge, and the
administration block was in the centre of the 
buildings with the women’s wards on the east side
of the site, and the men’s wards on the west 
side. Th ese wards were contained in six large
two-storied pavilions, three for men and three for 
women, with each group having its own entrance
or receiving block. 

‘Altogether, the buildings are well adapted for the 
purpose for which they are intended, namely the 
provision of additional accommodation for the sick 
poor’.
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Ordnance Survey map surveyed in 1906
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Th e buildings were constructed by Messrs Robert Neill and Sons, and the architects were Messrs
T Worthington and Son, all of Manchester. Th omas Worthington is best known as the architect
responsible for Manchester’s Albert Memorial, which was offi  cially unveiled in the newly laid out
Albert Square (in front of the Town Hall) in 1867. Amongst Worthington’s other works are the
Collier Street Baths in Salford which are the oldest surviving in Britain, the impressive City Police
and Sessions Court in Minshull Street (1867-73) and the Jubilee Fountain in Albert Square
(1896-97), as well as many Unitarian Chapels on the outskirts of the city.

Although the building was completed in October 1908, it was not until 20th February 1909 that it was 
reported that 151 patients had been moved to the new Booth Hall Infi rmary from the workhouse.

Th e infi rmary continued to care for the sick poor of the Prestwich Union until the outbreak of war
in 1914, during which time it was used to care for wounded soldiers. At the end the First World
War, the opportunity was taken to create an infi rmary specifi cally for children. Before this, sick



children had been admitted to the adult wards of the workhouse infi rmary. Florence Nightingale’s 
opinion on the subject was that ‘there are but two objects in founding a children’s hospital; the fi rst 
to keep the children innocent of what they must see and hear in an adult hospital, and the second to
secure all essentials, which are quite diff erent for a children’s hospital, from what are essential for an adult
hospital’. One ‘essential’ was that ‘a children’s hospital should be in the country and surrounded by
grounds and gardens, not too pretty to be spoilt by the exercises of children: there should be covered sheds 
for bad weather, and play rooms for very bad weather’.

Booth Hall was the fi rst hospital in the north of England to install sunlight treatment for
orthopaedic cases, and milk was supplied from their own farm near Blackburn, which practically
eliminated outbreaks of gastroenteritis in the infant wards.

At the outbreak of the Second World War, all the patients were removed from Booth Hall and sent
either to Calderstones Hospital near Whalley or to the newly acquired Convalescent Home at

Ordnance Survey map of 1935
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By 1924 Booth Hall Children’s Hospital was a
recognised training school for children’s nurses,
and by 1925 the hospital was employing 140
nurses, and two new patients’ pavilions were
being built which are shown on the 1935 Ordnance
Survey map. Th ere were 750 beds at the
hospital by 1929, making it the third largest
children’s hospital in the United Kingdom, and 
the only one to have open-air beds in separate
cubicles (204 of them),  into which all newly
admitted patients were placed for a period of 
quarantine. Th is prevented infectious diseases
being brought into the hospital which may have
aff ected patients already being cared for.



One of the open-air pavilions, built to accommodate 200 children,
which were opened by HRH Princess Mary in 1927
(Manchester Libraries, Information and Archives,

Manchester City Council)

Ward 11 Garden Party, September 1952
(Courtesy of the Booth Hall Hospital Heritage Project)
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Booth Hall Children’s Hospital
continued in use until 2009 when
it was replaced by the new Royal
Manchester Children’s Hospital.

Th e site was cleared of all buildings by 
the end of 2014, and the whole area 
was redeveloped for housing.

Conwy, North Wales. Within six months,
however, the hospital resumed its usual function 
and children were readmitted. At this time, the 
fi rst infant diet kitchen was established, designed 
for individual needs under sterile conditions,
just one of the innovations in children’s nursing
for which Booth Hall became famous.

Other ‘fi rsts’ included a burns and plastic
surgery unit, which was established in 1953, to 
treat severe burns in children up to the age of 
16. By the time of Booth Hall’s Golden Jubilee in 
1958, it was treating approximately 5000 children 
a year, and was described as ‘one of the most up-to-
date paediatric hospitals in the country’.



B o o t h  H a l l  M e m o r i e s        

Patients

Staff 
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My fi rst memory of Booth Hall Children’s Hospital was as a 5 year old when I was admitted for
my tonsils and adenoids to be removed. Th is would have been in 1958. In those days you had to
stay for a week for a tonsillectomy and visitors were not allowed. I remember my mum leaving me
with a nurse and I can recall sobbing all the way up a long steep corridor to the ward at the very top.
Very vivid in my memory is the ghastly taste of the medicine I was given probably as a pre-med
before the anaesthetic, also the very sore throat I had when I woke up aft er the operation. I can
remember being given soft  boiled eggs and ice cream to eat and PLJ to drink (pure lemon juice
cordial), which tasted as bad as the pre-med. I must have been feeling a lot better aft er a while as
I was caught by the ward sister using the bed as a trampoline and was given a slapped backside
for my misdemeanour. Can you imagine that now?
All the children on the ward had a special treat during their stay of a ride around the grounds
in the pony cart, I only vaguely remember this.

Th e last thing I remember about this stay in Booth Hall was my mum coming to collect me and
not recognising her at fi rst because she had a fat tummy, which I had not noticed before. Th is was
because she was expecting my brother as I found out later. When I got home it took hours to comb
the lugs out of my very long hair! I had to stay indoors for what seemed like ages so that I wouldn’t
catch cold. I can safely say I have never ailed much since then, before the operation I was troubled
badly with ear infections.

I started work as a Nursing Auxiliary on Ward 12 Neurosurgery on night duty, my hours 
were 8pm to 8am. I would arrive early to go to the locker room to get changed into my grey 
dress, then go to check which ward I was on, usually there would be one staff  nurse and two
auxiliaries on a ward, and one fl oating Sister for all wards; our main sister was Sister Howard.
We had to stand if a sister or matron came into the ward. Sometimes one auxillary would be left  in



charge of the whole ward at meal times. My duties were to make beds, observe patients dressings,
apply creams, check drips, special patients in emergency room, prep emergency room for new
patients, feed babies and change nappies, help admit patients, assist patients washing and give
breakfasts. Th ere was a parents room at the bottom of the ward but it was not encouraged for parents
to stay; these rooms were generally used for staff  to have a quick kip at break times, but don’t get caught
by Matron! Sometimes I would have to do a ward round if sister came at break time and I was
expected to know each child’s problem and progress and treatments. When doctors came on the ward
at night we would make them toast and tea but got into trouble for this if sister or matron caught us.

I have so many memories of Booth Hall, many happy, some sad, but the sad part is saying goodbye to
everyone I have enjoyed working with on Ward 11, Debbie, Jacque, Charlie, Andrea, Kate, Emma, to
mention a few. I will really miss the one’s not coming to MRI but wish them all well, love Glen, Ward 1

Booth Hall Memories - aft er closing

Christmas at the children’s hospital
(Courtesy of the Booth Hall Hospital Heritage Project)
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I have so many happy memories of my 20 years on Ward 12, Ward 9, Old Day Unit and especially Ward
11. I was very sad to leave but wish everyone lots of happiness in their new roles and ventures. Jacque xx 

Th e happiest way I could have spent my career. Lots of laughs, caring people and good companionship.
Friendships made for life. Christine

Th e happiest days of my working life, like being with family, wonderful atmosphere, never to be repeated. 
Goodbye old friend! Love to Booth Hall, happy memories. Val

Th e hospital was demolished in 2014 in advance of residential development which extended
across both the site of the hospital and the former site of Booth Hall. Subsequent to demolition a
small archaeological excavation was undertaken close to the former site of Booth Hall. Th e
archaeological work involved the excavation of seven trenches using a mechanical excavator, the
trenches were then cleaned by hand when archaeological features were encountered. 

A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  H A L L S  O F  M A N C H E S T E R          

Archaeological excavation at the site of Booth Hall Hospital in 2014
(Wardell Armstrong Archaeology)
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Although no archaeological evidence was
revealed for the earliest phase of Booth Hall,
part of a large rubbish pit was identifi ed in one 
of the trenches. Th is domestic rubbish pit would 
have been located to the rear of the former Booth 
Hall. Th e pit appeared to have been used over 
a long period of time, and contained pieces of
pottery, fragments of leather from shoes, and
pieces of glass mostly from large wine bottles
dating to the 18th and 19th centuries. It was
possible to partly reconstruct one of the vessels 
from the pieces of pot found in this rubbish pit; 



this was a tall jug of Midlands Black pottery which has been dated to the 18th century. 

As part of the earlier evaluation phase, a spoil heap within the site was investigated to recover
any architectural fragments which might assist dating. Th is had been identifi ed during an earlier
site visit as having the potential to contain architectural remains of either the earlier Booth Hall
or one of the nearby kiln sites. Some fragments of worked architectural stone and occasional
handmade bricks were present within the spoil heap and were collected with the intention of
being incorporated into the new development, although none produced conclusive dating evidence. 

Reconstructed 18th-century Midlands 
Black pottery jug

(Wardell Armstrong Archaeology)

Th e spoil heap containing architectural remains
(Wardell Armstrong Archaeology)
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Better evidence for the archaeological remains of a hall came from Moston Hall, located in
Broadhurst Clough, 2km southeast of Booth Hall. Th e history of Moston Hall begins with the
de Moston family who owned the estate in the 13th and 14th centuries. In about 1400, ownership 
of Moston Hall passed from the de Mostons to the Radcliff es, one of the oldest and most prominent 
families in Lancashire. Th e manor passed through the Radcliff e line until the mid-16th century; in 
1541 a document which makes the fi rst direct reference to Moston Hall states that the Shacklock 
family occupied it as tenants. Documentary evidence suggests that Moston Hall in the 17th century 
contained three main elements on the ground fl oor; a central hall, a service area containing a buttery 
(where provisions were stored) and a pantry, and a parlour at the opposite end of the hall. Above 
the service rooms and parlour would have been upper fl oor private chambers (primarily bedrooms).

Unit and Manchester City Council were undertaken at the site of Moston Hall. Although there
were no upstanding remains associated with the building, its location had been identifi ed
through an assessment of historical maps. Remains of a 19th-century basement were recorded
which were thought to be the 19th-century re-building of the former timber-framed structure.

In 1919 Sir Edward Tootal Broadhurst donated
the Moston Hall Estate to the people of
Manchester in recognition of their eff orts in the 
First World War, instructing that the area was
not to be built on. Th is donation resulted in the
creation of Broadhurst Park. Moston Hall
continued to be an active farm into the 1930s
but in the 1960s it became disused and was
demolished.

Between 2003 and 2005, excavations by the 
University of Manchester Archaeological
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e Moston Hall in 1865
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Recent archaeological work at Moston Hall, Broadhurst Clough



into a cattle farm complex. An outbuilding to the 16th-century barn was identifi ed from stone
foundations which appeared, from their stone masonry and toolwork, to be contemporary with its
later outbuildings of the 18th and 19th century. Th ese were brick built, and in accordance with the
later use of the 16th-century barn, were used in association with the management of cattle.

A pit including burnt wood and 15th- and 16th-
century pottery sherds indicated the presence
of a medieval building, possibly the original
medieval hall. Th e earliest recorded
structure, however, comprised the foundations of a
16th-century barn the earliest phase of which
included thick stone walls which were apparently 
subject to successive rebuilds, incorporating, in 
the 17th century, handmade bricks. Extensions to 
the barn were apparently made during the 19th
century as a consequence of its later incorporation

Moston and District Archaeological Society volunteers undertaking excavations
at Moston Hall in 2003
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Th e earliest archaeological remains
excavated at Moston Hall included
evidence for a substantial Bronze Age 
ditch 4m wide and 1.5m deep. Th is was
potentially a boundary ditch associated with
a promontory of land on which a Bronze
Age settlement may have been located.
Two fl int tools were recorded within the 
ditch, including a thumbnail scraper
(below left ). Other fi nds recorded on site 
comprised medieval pottery sherds, the
earliest of which were dated to the 13th
century.

Th e fl int tools recovered from the Bronze Age ditch

0                                    5cm



Boggart Hole Clough, historically also known as ‘Fyrin ho’ kloof ’ (meaning ‘the glen of 
the hall of spirits’), had formed part of the Booth Hall Estate up until the end of 1820.
Th roughout the 19th century this was an area of open countryside with Boggart Hole
Clough being the long steep-sided wooded valley of a river. A series of smaller cloughs, such
as Oliver Clough, which is said to be named aft er Oliver Cromwell aft er he camped in the
area during the Civil War, extend northwards from Boggart Hole Clough itself (see Johnson’s map 
1818-19, p.7). 

An ‘ancient house’, known as ‘Boggart House’ or ‘Fyrin-House’ is said to have existed in the clough,
partly built of a timber frame with wattle and daub.

Th ere were several other early buildings located in the vicinity, for example at Easton Grange,
and a possible farmstead, known as Bunkers Hill, was located to the north of the
clough itself. Th e power of the Boggart Hole Brook appears to have been utilised for driving a water 
wheel, as a fulling mill is recorded in Boggart Hole Clough in 1691.

B O G G A R T  H O L E  C L O U G H          

‘A Clough may be described as a rudimentary
and an irregular valley of considerable depth,
having much natural attractiveness. Plants, 
trees and grasses clothe the slopes and
depths, and usually a small stream meanders 
along the length. Cloughs are fairly common 
on the north side of Manchester, although the
smaller ones have been fi lled up for building
purposes. Boggart Hole Clough is by far the
biggest clough of the Manchester group’.
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Boggart Hole Clough - walk and natural banks, c.1915
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Historically there have been many folktales centred on Boggart Hole Clough and the
supernatural creatures said to reside within, primarily the ‘Boggart’. Th ese folktales mainly date
to the 1800s when they were recorded by local writers of the time. A Boggart is a mischievous
spirit mainly found in Lancashire and Yorkshire; they were thought to be responsible for
poltergeist activity, and there are many folk tales about their pranks. Th e earliest source in relation
to Boggart Hole Clough is John Roby’s Traditions of Lancashire which was published in 1829, and 
is similar to the poem reproduced below.  He recounted a story concerning a farmer from Blackley, 
George Cheetham, whose farmhouse was haunted by a Boggart. Th is Boggart, who was described
as a ‘strange elf..sly and mischievous’, is noted to have tormented Cheetham’s family with
numerous pranks, from snatching the children’s bread and butter, dashing their milk to the ground, and
making loud noises throughout the night. Th e farmer and his family, desperate to be rid of the Boggart’s
cruel pranks, decided to leave their farmhouse. With all of their possessions loaded onto a cart,
they were travelling along the road when they passed a neighbour, John Marshall. He asked if 
they were ‘fl itting’, to which a voice responded ‘Ay, ay, neighbour, we’re fl itting’. Th is voice, it was
revealed, belonged to the Boggart who, having hidden himself in a milk churn amongst the families 
belongings, intended to move with them. Upon realising that the Boggart would continue to haunt 
them wherever they lived, Cheetham turned around and returned to his farmhouse.

Th e Legend of Boggart Hole Clough (by an unknown author)

Come listen to this merry tale of honest Farmer Bell
Who lived in an old farmhouse top of Moston Dell

He was a farmer bold, I ween, who ever gripped a fl ail
He had cows and horses, pigs and sheep, cheese and nut brown ale

For years and years, time out of mind, a quaint mischievous elf
Made the ancient farmhouse his and there had lodged himself
He ate the butter, drank the milk and sucked the new laid eggs

Th e milk pails up the chimney he put and cracked the table legs
Th e farmer’s shoes he fi lled with sand, oft en hath been said
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Boggart Hole Clough, c.1915

An area of 65 acres within the clough was 
taken over by Manchester Corporation 
in 1894, supposedly to prevent it being
developed for housing. Th is was laid out in
a naturalistic style with broad walks.
Further areas were added in the
following years, including the David
Lewis Recreation Ground (known locally 
as the ‘Rec’) which adjoins the Clough on 
the Manchester side of Rochdale Road.

Now Farmer Bell he knew fi ne well, though goodness knew why
Th e Boggart bore a grudge and drove him mad well nigh

Th e doors were slammed, the timbers creaked, the very house did shake
And pots and pans fl ew round his head and on the fl oor did break

Was more than fl esh and blood could stand and so thought Farmer Bell
I’ll fl it this haunted house I will and somewhere else will dwell

I’ve stood it long enough I have, it matters not a whit
Needs must when Boggarts hold the reins, I’ll pack my things and fl it

I am a farmer bold and I will cheat this cunning elf
I’ll keep the secret of my plan and leave him to himself

One morning Farmer Bell put all the things upon the cart
He locked the door and took the reins and whispered, let us start

We’ll leave this Boggart here alone without more ado!
Th ’art wrong! A voice called from the churn, I am fl itten with you too!



                                                 plastic and paper bags in the trees are believed
to be manifestations of spirits or the Boggart, and there is reputably a troll lurking beneath
the footbridge leading to the ‘ninety-nine steps’, placated only if those who wish to cross throw a
ten pence piece over the railing.

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Boggart Hole Clough was used as a meeting place for
political speeches on Sundays. Th e natural topography of the Clough included a cup-shaped
hollow, which made it an ideal amphitheatre holding approximately 30 000 people. 
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‘Boggart Hole Clough diff ers from all our other open 
spaces.Without formality, it has all the delights of the 
unexpected. As far as possible, the natural conditions 
remain untouched. Th e fox, hedgehog and stoat may 
still fi nd a home here. Paths, bridges, shelters and 
the lodge were necessary for the comfort of visitors; 
banks had to be tidied, strengthened, and planted;
but no attempt has been made to convert the place 
into an ornamental park of the fl ower-garden order’.

(From the ‘Illustrated Handbook of the
Manchester City Parks and Recreation Grounds’ 
1915).

Modern-day folklore relating to Boggart Hole 
Clough still persists. Recent interviews with local
residents have identifi ed superstitions and folk-
lore relating to topographical features within
the park. For example, the steep set of steps, known 
as the ‘ninety-nine steps’, which lead out of the park 
onto Glen Avenue to the south, are believed to grant 
wishes for those who successfully climb them. White 

Boggart Hole Clough Avenue, c.1915



Political meetings had been held in the Clough as early as 1892 by the North Manchester Fabian
Society, and later by the Independent Labour Party. Despite attempts to prohibit political
meetings in the park, gatherings continued, including those attended by Emmeline Pankhurst, the 
famous suff ragette. On one occasion in 1896, Emmeline Pankhurst addressed a meeting which was
attended by approximately 20 000 people. Meetings to this day are still permitted in the city parks
of Manchester and there is an iron stump in the Clough to mark where such
meetings can take place. 

In the early 20th century sporting facilities available within Boggart Hole Clough included
football pitches and a boating lake with an island in the centre, which was opened on the 14th
May, 1910.

Th ere is oral history evidence to suggest that during the Second World War, the area around
Blackley was the subject of air raids by the German Luft waff e. Incendiary bombs are noted
to have been dropped on this Manchester district in December 1940, although no reference is made
to any damage which may have been caused to the Booth Hall Children’s Hospital site. In 1941,
during another air raid, two bombs landed in Boggart Hole Clough; one made a crater close to the 
site of the 99 steps, whilst the other destroyed a path leading up ‘to the top fi elds on the opposite
side of the path from the stream’ (possibly referring to the fi elds immediately opposite the hospital
site, on the south side of Charlestown Road).

Easton Grange appears to have originated as a monastic farmstead, possibly in the 13th century.
Aft er the dissolution of the monasteries during the reign of Henry VIII, the grange passed into
non-monastic ownership. In 1637, Easton Grange became part of the Booth Hall Estate.
It continued as a tenanted farm of the Booth Hall Estate until it was purchased by the then
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Archaeological work at the site of Easton Grange, Boggart Hole Clough



Manchester City Corporation in 1894. By 1900 the site was known as Kay’s Farm and
although it was owned by the Corporation it still functioned as a working farmstead. By 1925
the name of the site had changed again to Clough Bottom Farm. Aft er the 1950s the farm was
converted into refreshment rooms and became known to local people as the ‘Tea Rooms’.
Later in the 20th century the Tea Rooms were demolished and the site of the former grange
and farmstead was landscaped.

An archaeological excavation, funded by Manchester City Council, was conducted in 1998 on the
site of Easton Grange by archaeologist Jeff ery Millar with students from Manchester University
Department of Art History and Archaeology. Th e aim of the excavation was to investigate the site
of Easton Grange to ascertain if any structural remains that had once stood on the site survived
below ground.
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Easton Grange shown on an Ordnance Survey map of 1952



Five trenches were excavated, and below ground remains were found to survive.
It was suggested that these remains represented the construction phases of two
buildings. Th e earliest building was identifi ed by a post hole which formed part of a timber-
framed structure that may have dated to the time of the medieval grange. Th e second building
was represented by a construction trench and stone slabs; these appear to have related to the
buildings which were known locally as the ‘Tea Rooms’.
 

A further excavation was undertaken by Manchester and District Archaeology & Social History
Society in 2007. Th is revealed the remnants of a building of early 19th-century date with possible
evidence for earlier 18th-century remains. Th e archaeological fi nds included stone walls and
fl agstone fl oors.

Site recording at Easton Grange, 2007
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Blackley recorded as a deer park which included Alkrington Wood, and parts of 
Crumpsall, Harpurhey and Moston

Blackley Estate transferred to Sir John Byron

Plan of Booth Hall Estate showing a farm pre-dating Booth Hall

Booth Hall thought to have been constructed by Humphrey Booth as indicated on a 
dated beam on the front of the house (HB AB 1640)

Reverend J Booker described Booth Hall in his article ‘A History of the Ancient 
Chapelry of Blackley’

Metropolitan Poor Law Act permitted the opening of infi rmaries as part of workhouses

Booth Hall purchased by Manchester Corporation

Booth Hall demolished and the site acquired by Prestwich Poor Law Union to
construct a purpose built infi rmary

Hospital completed, 151 patients transferred there from the workhouse a year later

Booth Hall Hospital utilised to care for wounded soldiers during the First World War

Booth Hall became exclusively a children’s infi rmary

Booth Hall Hospital became a training hospital for children’s nurses employing over 
140 by 1925
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B O O T H   H A L L   T I M E L I N E        

C O N C L U S I O N

Th e history of Booth Hall and its surrounding area has shown that the environment in which we live 
and work has been constantly changing.  From the earliest evidence indicating an extensive expanse 
of mire through to later periods when the site was variously the location for a medieval estate, a 17th- 
century hall, a ‘gentleman’s mansion’, to the site’s most recent use as a large children’s hospital, the
vicinity of Booth Hall has constantly adapted to the needs of the community.  Th e present use of the site 
for residential use should be seen in context with a long line of changes at the site.  Th is booklet and the 
display boards around the site serve to remind the community of the long history of their environment.



the study of past human societies through their physical remains

a programme of controlled excavation which examines, records and interprets 
archaeological deposits, layers, objects and structures

the art, profession, or science of designing and constructing buildings

a dormer which is only visible externally and does not provide any more space 
or light internally. Oft en used to make a house look more impressive

an evil or mischievous spirit

a period of Britain’s history dating between around 2100BC to around 750BC, 
so called as people learned to make bronze weapons and tools

a room used mainly for storing food and drink 

an old fashioned word for private rooms in a house, oft en a bedroom

a steep valley or ravine

a place where patients can rest and recover aft er an illness or operation

a large park for keeping deer. In medieval times the main purpose of a deer 
park was for hunting

Archaeology         
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G L O S S A R Y          

Booth Hall Hospital had 750 beds, making it the third largest children’s hospital in the 
United Kingdom

Booth Hall Children’s Hospital established a burns and plastic surgery unit

Booth Hall Hospital by this time was treating approximately 5000 children a year and 
was described as ‘one of the most up-to-date paediatric hospitals in the country’

Booth Hall Children’s Hospital was replaced by the new Royal Manchester Children’s 
Hospital

Th e site of Booth Hall Children’s Hospital was cleared of all its buildings in advance of 
the redevelopment of the site for housing
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the nest of an eagle or other large bird that eats meat, usually built in a high 
place

a distinct section or ornament at the apex of a roof

a house with a public hall and private living accommodation attached.
Built from the medieval period onwards

the right to use another person’s land for grazing animals

an external mould projecting from a wall over an opening to throw off 
rainwater

a building used for the care of the sick

or the Middle Ages. A period of history between approximately 1066AD-
1540AD (the 11th to 16th centuries) in Britain

relating to monks or monasteries. A monastic grange is an outlying farm or 
estate usually belonging to a religious order or feudal lord

imitating or producing the eff ect or appearance of nature

the right of feeding pigs or other animals in woodland, so that they can forage 
on acorns and beech mast

or larder. A room for storing meat before the introduction of
refrigerators 

a detached building associated with a hospital or infi rmary which
comprises one or more storeys of wards

a period of isolation imposed to prevent the spread of disease

a building constructed with a basic timber framework; between the wooden 
framework were panels of wattle and daub over plaster, oft en later replaced 
with brick

a 19th-century building where the unemployed poor of a parish would be sent 
to undertake work; later an institution administered by the Guardians of the 
Poor in which paupers were housed and the able-bodied set to work
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Th is booklet provides a summary of
the history and archaeology of the site
of the former Booth Hall Children’s
Hospital, Blackley, Greater Manchester, 
which before becoming a hospital had 
been a gentleman’s residence.
Th e hospital was demolished in 2014 
in advance of the redevelopment of the
site for housing.
Th e booklet also examines the history 
of Boggart Hole Clough, now parkland 
on the opposite side of the road to the
hospital site. Boggart Hole Clough once 
formed part of the Booth Hall Estate, but 
has an interesting history in its own right.
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