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Back in 2006 I sat down with Graham Sumner to 
advise him on the extent and character of Roman 
Manchester at its high point around AD 200, 
this being the subject for his excellent birds-eye 
reconstruction painting (shown in this booklet). 
Th ere was a wealth of archaeological evidence for 
the fort and civilian settlement on the north side of 
the River Medlock, but on the south bank we were 
scratching our heads as only occasional fi nds had 
come to light and very few modern archaeological 
investigations had taken place. Th e painting 
therefore shows only a ford and a possible shrine 
and Mithraic temple lining the road to Chester. But 
excavations in 2008 by Pre-Construct Archaeology 
and more recently by Salford Archaeology have 
added signifi cantly to our understanding and are 
described in this booklet. Some of these fi nds have 
been very exciting indeed and include only the 
second named Roman from Manchester. We now need to update the painting!

As well as remains from the Roman period, Salford Archaeology describe a range of archaeological 
features from the 18th and 19th centuries when this area became industrialised and heavily built 
over by workers’ housing. Dotted in amongst this housing, archaeologists have found evidence 
for textile manufacturing, engineering, brewing and warehousing which were key components of 
industrial Manchester. Th is booklet sets out, in a heavily illustrated and readable format, key results 
from several years of recent investigations funded by Renaker Build Ltd through the planning 
system. Castlefi eld was the location of the birth of Manchester, where the Romans established their 
fort around AD 79, but it also one of the country’s most important areas for industrial innovation 
and development. It is therefore pleasing to see a new booklet dedicated to this area’s heritage.
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Situated on the south-western side of Manchester city centre, Castlefi eld is widely recognised as an 
area of immense cultural importance. Th is is refl ected in Castlefi eld’s designation as a Conservation 
Area in 1979, followed by Manchester City Council’s declaration of the area as the world’s fi rst 
Urban Heritage Park in 1982. Whilst the townscape is dominated by hugely impressive elements 
of Manchester’s historic canal and railway infrastructure, the heart of Castlefi eld is focused on a 
Roman fort that occupied a strategic site overlooking the River Medlock. Th e southern edge of 
the Urban Heritage Park is marked in part by the inconspicuous course of the River Medlock, 
which also forms an ancient boundary with the neighbouring district of Hulme. Until recently, 
the river also provided an unintentional boundary between the vibrancy of Castlefi eld and tracts 
of under-used land with a pervading sense of dereliction to the south. Th is imbalance has been 
addressed by the Great Jackson Street Development, a major regeneration scheme on the south 
side of the Medlock, between Chester Road and the Mancunian Way, transcending historical 
district boundaries in an expansion of Castlefi eld’s cultural exuberance.

Th e Medlock will have been a much 
more dominant feature of the landscape 
when the Roman fort was established 
in the late 1st century. Th is covered fi ve 
acres on the north side of the river, with 
an extensive settlement that housed a 
largely civilian population evolving to 
the north and east of the fort. 

Th e nature of Roman activity on the 
south side of the Medlock is less well 
understood, although a few remarkable 
fi nds have been discovered along 
Chester Road, which follows the route 
of the Roman road leading south from 
the fort and now forms the northern 
boundary of the Great Jackson Street 
Development.

INTRODUCTION

A reconstruction of Roman Manchester in c AD 200 produced by Graham 
Summer in 2005, based on archaeological evidence (courtesy of GMAAS)

River Medlock

Chester Road
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Th e fort and the associated civilian settlement were abandoned aft er the collapse of formal Roman 
administration in the 5th century, and there is scant evidence for any human activity in Castlefi eld 
until industrial expansion in the 18th century, stimulated by the completion of the Bridgewater 
Canal to Castlefi eld in 1765. Th e earliest industrial premises around Great Jackson Street included 
an iron foundry and a textile-fi nishing works, which had both been established by the 1790s, 
although the foundry was redeveloped in the 1830s and became one of the most important iron 
works in Manchester. Other industrial buildings in the area included textile mills and breweries, 
encompassed by streets of terraced housing.

Most of the buildings around Great Jackson Street had been cleared by the early 21st century, 
leaving a townscape that was characterised by large car parks and a scattering of modern industrial 
units, lying in the shadow of the 47-storey Beetham Tower at the southern end of Deansgate. 
Th is landmark structure was completed in 2006 to become the tallest building in Manchester, 
and described at that time as the UK’s fi rst proper skyscraper outside of London. One of the few 
historic buildings in the area that was not cleared is the former Offi  cers’ Mess of the Manchester 
Regiment on Chester Road, which was converted subsequently as offi  ces for the Bridgewater Canal 
Company.

Aerial view looking north-west across the Great Jackson Street area in 1926 (© Manchester Libraries, Information and 
Archive)

2-4 Chester Road
Deansgate Square

Crown Street
Great Jackson Street
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In 2007, Manchester City Council 
endorsed the Great Jackson Street 
Development Framework, which aimed 
to guide the future comprehensive 
regeneration of the area, acknowledging 
this is an acceptable location for high-rise 
buildings. The Framework was developed 
by Renaker Build Ltd in conjunction with 
Manchester City Council, leading to the 
publication of an updated scheme in 2016. 
This proposed the creation of a high-
quality, residential-led development at a 
key gateway to the city centre, including 
the construction of up to 25 towers, seven 
of which will be more than 40 storeys tall. 

Deansgate Square was the first phase of this major regeneration scheme to be delivered, transforming 
a car park between the River Medlock and Owen Street into a cluster of four sleek towers. The 
tallest of these, known as the South Tower, is 64 storeys with a total height of 201m, making it the 
highest building in Manchester and the tallest in Britain outside of London.

A view across the car parks around Great Jackson Street in 2014, 
showing the former Bridgewater Canal Offi  ces and the Beetham 

Tower to the rear

Deansgate Square at an early stage in the construction programme in 2017
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Building on the success of Deansgate Square, Renaker Build Ltd commenced the second phase of 
the Great Jackson Street Development in 2018, focused on Crown Street. This scheme comprises 
two towers, one at 52 storeys and the second at 21 storeys, occupying former car parks between 
Crown Street and the Mancunian Way. In addition, the redevelopment of 2-4 Chester Road for 
residential purposes commenced in 2018.

Archaeology and built heritage considerations were addressed at an early stage in the design of 
these redevelopment schemes. Desk-top studies were produced in the first instance which, in 
each case, concluded that the sites had potential to contain remains of archaeological interest, 
and warranted further investigation in advance of development. This was confirmed by initial 
archaeological trenching, which demonstrated that well-preserved foundations of 18th- and 19th-
century buildings survived below the modern ground surface, together with some important 
evidence for Roman activity, leading to a programme of further excavation. The exciting findings 
from these excavations are presented in this booklet, which are placed in the context of the historic 
development of Castlefield from the Roman period through to the 20th century.

Excavated remains of 19th-century industrial buildings on Crown Street
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Th e Roman fort and settlement of Mamucium, occupying a sandstone bluff  overlooking the 
confl uence of the rivers Medlock and Irwell, has been subject to scholarly attention since the mid-
16th century, when John Leland, the famous antiquarian, noted the existence of ‘Old Man Castel’ 
in fi elds beyond the southern fringe of the medieval town. Nearly two centuries later, in 1732, John 
Horsley published his Britannia Romana in which he claimed that the ramparts of the Roman fort 
in Manchester ‘are still very conspicuous’.

A detailed account of the visible 
remains of the fort was published by 
John Whitaker in 1773, who described 
sections of the ramparts standing to a 
height of ‘more than two yards’, with 
‘the wall in all its original condition 
below’. Whitaker also concluded that 
the associated settlement, or vicus, 
covered an area of 12 or more acres 
(4.9 hectares), a view that was largely 
endorsed by Charles Roeder in 1900, 
when he published a full account of 
his observations of Mamucium. 

Th is included a plan showing the 
position of the fort, the probable 
extent of the vicus based on the 
distribution of fi nds of Roman 
material, and the projected routes of 
the roads. Th e precise course of all 
the Roman roads on their approach 
to the fort, however, is not entirely 
certain, and the exact location at 
which the road from Chester crossed 
the River Medlock continues to be a 
topic for debate.

EARLY STUDIES OF ROMAN MANCHESTER

Plan produced by Charles Roeder in 1900, showing the layout of 
Mamucium and the projected lines of the roads
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Th e fi rst controlled archaeological excavation of the area was carried out by the Excavation 
Committee of the Manchester and District Branch of the Classical Association in 1906-7 under the 
direction of Francis Bruton. Attention was focused initially on the fort’s western defences, whilst 
a series of small-scale excavations undertaken intermittently between 1912 and 1967 explored the 
northern defences, which included limited excavation of the north gate to the fort. 

Th is work concluded that the fort had been established in c AD 79, during the military campaigns 
of General Julius Agricola, with the vicus developing to the north and east of the fort in the later 
1st century. A cemetery is thought to have been established to the east of the settlement, although 
all traces were lost to intensive development in the 18th and 19th centuries.

An undated painting off ering a reconstruction of Mamucium, based on drawings by Charles Roeder in 1900 and 
showing a suggested fording point of the Chester Road across the River Medlock
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LARGE-SCALE EXCAVATIONS IN MAMUCIUM

It was not until 1972 that large-scale archaeological excavations of Roman Manchester were 
instigated, under the direction of Professor GDB Jones. Initially, these uncovered a section of the 
fort’s defences together with a large part of the Roman settlement, before continuing in 1975 to 
examine the north-western corner of the fort at Duke Place. Areas around Tonman, Eltoft  and 
Severn Streets were investigated two years later, and in 1979 Professor Jones began work on the 
north gate of the fort and the adjacent part of the vicus, with excavations continuing sporadically 
throughout 1980-81 sponsored by the Manpower Services Commission, under the direction of the 
newly formed Greater Manchester Archaeological Unit (GMAU).

Th e footprint of Deansgate Square (red), the Roman fort (blue dashed) and the 1972 excavation area (solid blue)
superimposed on an aerial photograph taken in the 1970s (courtesy of GMAAS)
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Th ese excavations concluded that there had 
been three main phases of construction, 
commencing in c AD 79 when the fi rst fort 
was built from turf and timber. Th is was 
designed to be garrisoned by a cohort of 
about 500 infantry, composed of foreign 
auxiliaries who had joined the Roman 
army. Th e fort appears to have been 
demolished in c AD 140, and its associated 
settlement abandoned, although both were 
reconstructed some time around AD 160. 
Th e replacement fort was again of turf and 
timber construction, but was slightly larger 
than its predecessor to accommodate extra 
granaries, known as horrea. Th e gatehouses 
of the fort were rebuilt in stone at the 
start of the 3rd century, and the ramparts 
surrounding the fort were faced in stone.

Excavation in the vicus revealed evidence 
for successive phases of domestic, religious, 
commercial and industrial buildings. Th e 
reconstructed stone footings of three of 
these types of buildings can be seen in 
the Roman Gardens off  Liverpool Road. 
Th ey include a market booth, dwelling and 
hostelry. 

Th ree small craft -working hearths or kilns were also excavated, which appeared to have been in 
use during the construction and occupation of the fi rst fort. Th ese may have been used for working 
non-ferrous objects, such as lead, although a pottery kiln and several iron-working furnaces were 
established during a slightly later phase of activity in the early 2nd century. Th e vicus appears to have 
started to decline in the 3rd century, although several coins and fragments of 4th-century pottery 
recovered from the excavation imply a presence until the end of the Roman period. Th ereaft er the 
area was abandoned, and the Roman levels were gradually buried beneath a thick layer of soil that 
developed through natural processes and ploughing.

Th e remains of a Roman pottery kiln uncovered during 
excavations in 1979 (courtesy of GMAAS)
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BARTON STREET (2001-05)

Large-scale excavations of the vicus were carried out by the University of Manchester Archaeological 
Unit (UMAU) in 2001-05 as part of the planning process, and were focused on four sites: 73-83 
Liverpool Road; Barton Street; Southern Street; and 340 Deansgate. Physical evidence for timber-
framed buildings was uncovered at Barton Street. One of these dated to the early 2nd century, 
and had been built within a c 16m-wide plot that was defi ned by two parallel ditches. Only the 
rear portion of the building lay within the excavation area, and this seemed to have been used 
for domestic purposes, probably with a shop at the front and a yard to the rear. Th e building was 
eventually replaced by a larger structure, possibly a temple, in the mid-2nd century. Evidence for 
other Roman buildings was discovered during the excavations at Southern Street and Liverpool 
Road, whilst the remains of a substantial building were discovered at 340 Deansgate. Th is was built 
in the mid-2nd century, adjacent to the Roman road to Ribchester, and perhaps represented a 
macellum (market hall) or a mansio (inn or staging post for government offi  cials). 

MODERN EXCAVATIONS IN MAMUCIUM

House

Portaco

Temple wall

Temple precinct ditch

Cremation

Excavation at Barton Street by UMAU in 2003-04 (courtesy of GMAAS)
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Th e excavations also provided further evidence for Roman 
craft -working, including iron smithing and possibly tanning. 
Th e highest concentration of these industrial features was 
found on Barton Street, and included the remains of several 
iron-working hearths. In addition, two late 2nd-century 
structures uncovered at Barton Street seemed to have 
been connected with ritual activities that perhaps involved 
feasting and drinking. Th e numerous fi nds recovered from 
these structures included a copper alloy zoomorphic mount, 
perhaps representing a horse, and a crudely made lead 
fi gurine that was possibly a curse object.

A particularly fascinating discovery was a human burial, 
comprising the cremated remains of an adult woman, 
together with some cremated bird bones and fragments of 
burnt pottery, which had all been placed in a jar of late 2nd-
century date. Th is had been buried in the precinct ditch for 
the putative temple, raising the possibility that the woman 
had been a priestess. Th e discovery of an adult cremation 
within the vicus is very unusual as Roman law dictated that 
all adult burials were to be interred in a cemetery, which 
normally lay alongside a road on the fringe of a settlement.

A lead fi gurine recovered from the excavations on 
Barton Street (courtesy of GMAAS)

Zoomorphic mount from the excavations on Barton 
Street (courtesy of GMAAS)

Cremation burial during excavation (courtesy of  
GMAAS)
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BEETHAM TOWER (2005)

In 2005, Pre-Construct Archaeology (PCA) 
carried out an excavation in advance of the 
construction of the Beetham Tower at the 
southern end of Deansgate. Th e earliest phase of 
Roman activity identifi ed during the excavation 
was characterised by a group of substantial 
gravel pits, likely to have been associated with 
construction of roads in the settlement, with 
some evidence for tree clearance, the laying out of 
boundary ditches, and timber-framed buildings. 
Th e area appeared to have been abandoned in 
c AD 120-60, although a subsequent phase of 
activity saw the most intense occupation in the 
Roman period with structures built on a grid-
like layout fronting onto a road or street, with 
commercial premises, possibly roadside shops. 
Th e fi nal phase of activity comprised a single 
substantial pit from which pottery dating to AD 
200-250 was recovered.

Gravel pit backfi lled overlain by clay-fl oored building, and cut by 
19th-century viaduct (courtesy of GMAAS)

Excavation at Beetham Tower by PCA in 2005 (courtesy of GMAAS)
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Plan showing the excavation areas and fi nds that have provided evidence for Mamucium 
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REMARKABLE FINDS ALONG THE ROAD TO CHESTER 

Great Jackson Street lies on the opposite side of the River Medlock to the Roman fort and the vicus, 
although there is some fascinating evidence for Roman activity in this area, focused along the 
route of the Roman road to Chester. In the 1770s, John Whitaker reported the discovery of a tomb, 
comprising a wooden coffi  n in a grave lined with tiles. Whitaker did not give a precise location, but 
Charles Roeder concluded subsequently that it was ‘evidently near Great Jackson Street’. Several 
years previously, in 1765, it was reported in a local newspaper that workmen digging at Knott Mill 
unearthed an urn bearing an inscription in Latin that was translated ‘to the Goddess called Isis’.

Perhaps the best-known Roman fi nds from the 
south side of the River Medlock, however, are 
three sculptured stones found at a depth of c 2m 
by workmen sinking a drain in 1821. One has been 
identifi ed as Cautopates, a fi gure associated with 
the worship of Mithras, an Indo-Iranian deity who, 
according to legend, had captured and killed the 
primeval bull in a cave. It may be inferred from the 
discovery of this remarkable sculptured stone that a 
Mithraeum, or building used for the worship of the 
god, had been nearby, along the road to Chester.

THE SOUTHERN FRINGE OF MAMUCIUM

Sculptured stones depicting Cautopates (centre) and Minerva (right) discovered on the south side of the River Medlock 
in 1821 and a stone sculpture of Mithras (left ) displayed in Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna (Christian Chirita)

Th e remains of the Temple of Mithras at Carrawburgh 
on Hadrian’s Wall in Northumberland
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Other fi nds discovered in the vicinity of Great 
Jackson Street include an altar to the goddess Fortuna 
Conservatris found in 1612 ‘under the roote of an oak 
in Medlock neere Knott Mill’. Th is was dedicated by 
Lucius Senecuis Martius, and until recently was the 
only named Roman from Manchester. In addition, a 
centurial stone recording the building of a length of 
wall (presumably of the fort) was discovered in 1760 on 
the north side of Chester Road.

Th e most important discovery in modern times, 
however, derived from an archaeological excavation 
carried out by PCA at the junction of Chester Road and 
Great Jackson Street in 2008. Th is yielded a spectacular 
Roman altar that had been dumped into a pit, together 
with a fi ne samian bowl depicting a hunting scene. Th e 
altar was dedicated to the mother goddesses Ollototis 
and Henaneft is by Aelius Victor, adding weight to the 
suggestion that temples and mausolea probably lined 
the Roman road to Chester as it approached the ford 
across the River Medlock.

Th e inscription can be 
translated as: ‘To the mother 
goddess Hananaeft ae and 
to the mother goddesses 
Ollototae, Aelius Victor 
gladly, willingly, and 
deservedly fulfi lled his 
vow’. 

Th is remarkable altar 
provides evidence for the 
second named Roman 
from Manchester, and the 
fi rst to be discovered for 
nearly four centuries.Altar discovered during excavations by PCA in 2008 (courtesy of GMAAS)

Altar discovered in 1612 (courtesy of GMAAS)
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CHESTER ROAD / GREAT JACKSON STREET EXCAVATION (2008)

In addition to the remarkable altar, 
the excavation carried out by PCA in 
2008 uncovered important evidence for 
several phases of Roman activity. Th e 
earliest comprised several boundary 
ditches delimiting plots of land set out to 
the south of the Roman road to Chester. 
A group of rubbish pits was uncovered 
in the corner of the northernmost 
plot, some of which may have been 
excavated originally to extract sand 
and gravel for road-building purposes. 
Fragments of early to mid-2nd-century 
pottery recovered from these pits raised 
the possibility of people living on or 
near the site, although the excavation 
provided no evidence for any buildings.

A reorganisation of the site in the 
late 2nd century appeared to see the 
replacement of the relatively shallow 
ditches with a substantial boundary 
feature, which retained traces of a 
wooden box drain with lead fi ttings at 
its base. 

Th e fi nal phase of development, 
however, brought a reinstatement of 
smaller plots, demarcated by shallow 
ditches, together with more refuse 
pits and a group of postholes. Finds 
recovered from these features dated to 
the fi rst half of the 3rd century. 

Section excavated across a 2nd-century boundary ditch excavated 
by Pre-Construct Archaeology (courtesy of GMAAS)

Section excavated across a 2nd-century boundary ditch excavated 
by Pre-Construct Archaeology (courtesy of GMAAS)
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DEANSGATE SQUARE EXCAVATION (2016)

Deansgate Square lies immediately to the east of the PCA excavation site, comprising approximately 
1.5 hectares on the south-eastern side of Chester Road. Mechanical stripping of the modern 
surface under close archaeological supervision by Salford Archaeology demonstrated that some 
Roman remains survived across the northern part of the site, whilst further south intensive 19th-
century development had removed any trace of earlier remains. Full excavation of the northern 
part revealed several phases of Roman activity.

Amongst the earliest features uncovered during the excavation was a linear boundary ditch, which 
extended southwards for nearly 37m at a right angle to the Manchester to Chester Roman road, 
and was up to 1.5m wide and 0.9m deep. Fragments of pottery discovered in the fi ll of this ditch 
were all of a probable Trajanic date (AD 98-117), with no later material, suggesting that the ditch 
had been infi lled and the boundary abandoned in the early 2nd century. Similarly, a lump of 
charcoal recovered from a pit that was associated with the ditch was subject to radiocarbon assay, 
and returned a date of c AD 90.

Roman remains being excavated at Deansgate Square in 2016
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Th e remnants of another ditch were found broadly parallel to the line of the Roman road, lying 
approximately 15m to the south-east of the modern road, and probably formed the rear boundary 
of a plot. Excavation of this ditch yielded fragments of pottery with a broad date range, including 
3rd- and potentially 4th-century sherds, implying that it had been a feature in the landscape 
throughout the Roman period. 

Th e ditches discovered at Deansgate Square were not as 
deep as those found on Chester Road by PCA in 2008, or 
that excavated at Crown Street in 2018, which contained 
fragments of Roman roof tile. Th is probably refl ects a re-
profi ling of the Deansgate Square site in the late 18th and 
19th centuries to enable industrial development, planing 
the top off  any Roman remains in the process, but leaving 
the lower parts of the ditches in-situ. Nevertheless, it 
was clear from the width of the surviving remnants of 
the ditches that they had been substantial features, and 
probably demarcated important boundaries.

Th e presence of the ditches implies that the land on the 
south side of the Medlock, adjacent to the road to Chester, 
had been apportioned into regular plots. Th e notion that 
plot boundary ditches represent planned and ordered 
development in the 2nd century has been demonstrated 
from excavations in the heart of the vicus.

Fragment of an early to mid-2nd-century white ware fl agon (left ) and part of an undecorated Roman samian 
bowl (right) from Deansgate Square

Section excavated across the Roman ditch on 
Crown Street
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Th e plot appeared to have been used for cremation 
ceremonies during the mid-2nd century as 
numerous small fragments of burnt bone were 
discovered, although there was no indication that 
the site was ever used for burials. Th e plot’s location 
on the fl ood plain of the River Medlock is of note, 
perhaps refl ecting funerary rites associated with 
water. Small, discrete areas that had evidently 
been subject to extreme temperatures were also 
identifi ed, and may again have been associated 
with cremations.

A few fragments of Roman roof tile were recovered 
from one of several inter-cutting shallow pits, 
adjacent to a sizeable but indistinct feature that 
contained numerous large pieces of sandstone. 
Some of these appeared to be fragments of 
worked blocks of sandstone, quarried from the 
local bedrock. Th ese may have derived from a 
demolished structure, such as a shrine or small 
temple, although fi rm evidence was lacking. 
Small fragments of roof tile were also found in 
the Roman ditch excavated on Crown Street but, 
again, nothing else of the building from which 
they derived was found.

Large stones discarded in a Roman pit 

Fragment of Roman roof tile found in a boundary 
ditch at Deansgate Square

Fragments of Roman tile found at Crown Street

h crer mamamamationnns.
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Activity on Deansgate Square appears to have declined 
during the 3rd century, although a few fragments of 4th-
century pottery attest to a low-level presence in the area 
at the end of the Roman period. A renewal of the early 
boundary extending southwards from Chester Road may 
have been the reason for a row of postholes that lay adjacent 
to the ditch that had been infi lled in the early 2nd century.

Th e Roman features were overlain by a developed soil 
that contained sherds of Roman and medieval pottery, 
suggesting that the ground had been turned over either 
by ploughing, or by river fl ooding events. Th e acidic 
nature of the soil meant that the few metal objects from 
the excavation were all badly eroded although other fi nds, 
such as glass, were in better condition.

Th e excavation yielded little evidence to characterise the 
use of the site between the end of Roman administration in the 5th century and the late 18th 
century, other than a period of abandonment followed by agricultural activity; the earliest fragment 
of post-Roman pottery recovered from the excavation dated to the late 12th century. Th is was one 
of 25 sherds of medieval pottery found during the excavation, all of which were small with signs of 
having been ‘rolled’ in the ground by ploughing. 

An excavated coin aft er 
conservation work. Found in the 
plough soil overlying the Roman 
features, the coin was tentatively 

dated to the 2nd century

An example of a Roman pillar moulded vessel 

A Roman nail

Fragment of Roman pillar moulded glass 
found in the plough soil overlying the 

Roman features
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Plan of the Roman features excavated by Pre-Construct Archaeology and Salford Archaeology (2008-18)
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2-4 CHESTER ROAD EXCAVATION (2018-19)

Th e industrialisation of Castlefi eld in the 18th and 
19th centuries vastly altered the landscape around 
the River Medlock. Later activity has eradicated all 
visible traces of Roman activity on the northern 
bank of the river, namely the bathhouse.

As a result of the archaeological work at 2–4 Chester 
Road, a more detailed understanding of the areas of 
Roman activity on the river’s opposite bank has been 
reached. Excavation revealed that an accumulation 
of sediment, overlain by cultivated soils that had 
probably developed over a long period of time, 
lay beneath 18th- and 19th-century remains. In 
particular, a series of deposits had formed against 
the face of sandstone bluff  that fl anked the water’s 
edge.

Sections excavated through the deposits in two 
discrete areas of the site demonstrated that the 
rockface, which was near vertical in places, had 
been subject to human modifi cation. It seems 
likely that this natural outcrop of sandstone 
was exploited in antiquity as a quarry. 
Corroborative evidence in the semblance 
of distinctive toolmarks and shelving in the 
rock add weight to this interpretation. Dating 
of quarrying activity on morphological traits 
alone is highly reductive. In this case, it was 
possible to assign a relative date from the 
lower layers of accumulated sediment, which 
contained exclusively Roman material. In all 
likelihood, this outcrop represents a probable 
source of building stone that was used in the 
construction of the fort, civic buildings and 
vicus.

Section excavated through the Roman and post-
medieval deposits that had accumulated against the 

modifi ed rock face

Vertical rock face and Roman deposits exposed during the fi nal stages 
of ground reduction at 2–4 Chester Road
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Th e pottery found in these deposits comprised local and imported material, with most if not all 
of the fragments dating to the 2nd century AD. Th e group included numerous sherds of samian 
ware, high quality table ware with a distinctive red glossy fi nish and frequent use of ornate relief 
decoration. Fragments of large conical bowls known as mortaria were also present. Some of these 
vessels had been ‘manufactured in Warwickshire, whilst others were the products of more local 
kilns’. Sherds of black burnished ware bowls from Dorset were also found 

Roman pottery, top row: samian ware
Bottom row: black burnished ware bowl (left ), white mortaria bowl (middle), red mortaria bowl (right)
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Very little is known about human society in Britain aft er the collapse 
of Roman administration. An important source of information is the 
De Excidio et Conquestu Britanniae, which was written in the mid-
6th century by the Christian monk Saint Gildas, and describes how 
the British expelled their Roman governors in AD 407 as they had 
been unable to provide eff ective protection against raids from Picts, 
Scots and Irish. Th e withdrawal of Roman support, however, led to 
an increased number of invasions, including those by Anglo-Saxons 
from mainland Europe. 

Th e earliest known object from post-Roman Manchester, believed to date from the late 6th 
century, is a ceramic urn that was found in 1850 at Red Bank, near Victoria Station. Artefacts of a 
slightly later date have been discovered in Castlefi eld, including a hoard of nine sceattas, Anglo-
Saxon coins of late 7th- or 8th-century date, that were discovered 
in 1821 near to the north gate of the Roman fort. In addition, 
an Anglo-Saxon gold fi nger ring in the British Museum was 
discovered in Castlefi eld in the early 18th century. More recently, 
archaeological excavations in 1981 uncovered the remains of 
what may have been four Anglo-Saxon sunken-fl oored buildings 
or grubenhauser. Th ese were cut through the Roman road 
leading from the north gate of the fort and the upper fi lls of the 
adjacent Roman ditches, and may have been associated with a 
small community living in the shelter of the abandoned fort.

A 17th-century engraving of Saint Gildas 
by William Marshalls

Plan of the sunken-fl oored buildings (highlighted) excavated 
in 1981. All other features are Roman

Example of a sceatta minted during the reign of Aldfrith (AD 685-704)

POST-ROMAN MANCHESTER
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ALDPORT PARK

Aft er the Norman Conquest in the 11th century, Castlefi eld formed part of a deer park that lay 
between Knott Mill and what is now Quay Street. It was fi rst documented in 1282 as ‘Alde-parc’ 
(old park) but in 1322 as ‘Aldport’ (old market town in Old English), perhaps in reference to a 
persistence of settlement around the Roman fort. According to a manorial survey, the deer park 
was a rich habitat with hawks, herons, eagles and honey bees and much of the area was used as 
pannage. Th e park formed part of the Earl of Derby’s estate, although the majority of the land and 
the main house, Aldport Lodge, were purchased by Nich olas Mosley shortly aft er he became Lord 
of the Manor in 1596.

Royalist forces under the 
command of Lord Strange were 
stationed at Aldport Lodge during 
the Civil War, and it became the 
Royalist headquarters during the 
siege of Manchester in September 
1642. Th e lodge was burnt down 
by Parliamentarian forces during 
the siege, and whilst it is thought 
to have been near what is now St 
John Street, its exact location can 
only be speculated. 

An impression of the area prior 
to industrialisation is captured on 
18th-century maps, such as those 
produced by Casson and Berry in 
1741-51 and Tinker in 1772. Th ese 
depict a cluster of building on the 
eastern side of Deansgate, labelled 
‘All Port Town’. By the end of the 
century, what remained of these early 
structures had been overwhelmed by 
later development, creating a densely 
populated townscape that was a far 
cry from the rural idyll it had been.

Th e siege of Manchester in 1642 by Ford Madox Brown, depicting fi ghting on Salford Bridge across the River Irwell

Timber-framed buildings standing on Alport Lane at the southern end of Deansgate (1770)
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Early maps of the area show that the River Medlock was crossed by means of a hollow way that 
sloped down to a ford near Knott Mill, which is annotated on a plan of Knott Mill from 1771 as the 
‘Old Road to the River’. Th is probably represents one of the earliest crossing points across the River 
Medlock, and is likely to date back to at least the medieval period, if not marking the position of 
the Roman ford. Whilst it has been remodelled and is largely hidden from view, the present bridge 
carrying Deansgate across the River Medlock at Knott Mill had been built by the 17th century. Th e 
receipt of payment for Knott Mill Bridge in 1636 – appearing in the police constables account for 
the manor of Manchester – may be the earliest 
reference to the bridge.  A low, round-headed 
stone slab set on the bridge marks the township 
boundary between Manchester and Hulme. 

An alternative, more convenient crossing of 
the river to the north of Knott Mill Bridge was 
provided by the Bridgewater Viaduct, which was 
completed in 1841. Th is brick-arch bridge spans 
the river at the point that it joins the Bridgewater 
Canal, and carries Chester Road across the 
watercourse and the wharves that lined the 
terminus of the canal. 

CROSSING THE RIVER MEDLOCK

Th e boundary stone on Knott Mill Bridge marking the border between the townships of 
Manchester and Hulme

Knott Mill Bridge visible to the rear of on overfl ow tunnel and sluice mechanism that 
controlled the level of the River Medlock

A view of the Bridgewater Viaduct taken from Castlefi eld Basin c 1960
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THE CANAL BASIN

Th e Bridgewater Canal was the fi rst true 
industrial canal in the world. It is named aft er 
Francis Egerton, the third Duke of Bridgewater, 
who built the canal to transport coal from his 
mines at Worsley to Manchester, whilst also 
providing a means of draining the underground 
workings. Building the canal represented a major 
engineering challenge, especially the crossing of 
the River Irwell at Barton-upon-Irwell, but it was 
successfully completed from Worsley to Stretford 
in 1761, and then extended to a terminus in 
Castlefi eld in 1765. 

A large basin was 
constructed at Castlefi eld, 
necessitating a widening of 
the River Medlock, which 
was used as a supply of 
water for the canal; the 
original course of river can 
be seen as a dotted line on 
Young’s map of 1769. Th e 
availability of warehousing 
at Castlefi eld would have 
been a primary concern 
once the canal was fi nished. 
Th e earliest of these was 
the Dukes Warehouse, 
which was built in 1765 and 
spanned the canal by Knott 
Mill Bridge.

THE BRIDGEWATER CANAL

Th e remarkable aqueduct across the River Irwell, built by James Brindley in 1761

Extract from Arthur Young’s plan of the Castlefi eld Basin of 1769; inset showing early warehouse (S)
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CANAL MANAGER’S OFFICE

Th e canal manager’s offi  ce lay at the 
eastern terminus of the Bridgewater 
Canal. A detached range of buildings 
between the canal basin and Chester 
Road, overlooking a wharf known 
as Castle Quay, are shown on 18th-
century maps. Th e earliest elements 
were erected in the early 1760s, 
annotated as ‘houses and warehouses’ 
on Young’s plan of 1769. Although this 
rendering of the site is highly stylised, 
a clearer plan of the building was 
produced in 1777. It was depicted as 
an oblong building known as Mount 
Pleasant, which functioned as a 
warehouse, workshops and dwellings. 
Th ese had been expanded further 
by 1785 to include the manager’s 
offi  ce for the superintendent of the 
Castlefi eld Basin. 

Th e offi  ces were aff orded a generous 
amount of land to the east and south-west 
of the main complex. Th ese were laid out 
as formal gardens and courtyards, fi rst 
shown in detail on Green’s map of 1787-94. 
Th e presence of gardens implies the offi  ce 
served as both the offi  cial and domestic 
residence of the superintendent. Although 
the confi guration of the buildings 
remained largely unchanged into the early 
19th century, more detailed maps show 
the range comprised ten compartments of 
varying sizes. 

Mount pleasant

Extract from Johann Hogrewe’s plan of the Castlefi eld Canal Basin (1777), showing the early canal-side building 
labelled Mount Pleasant opposite from the Grocer’s Warehouse

Extract from John Foulkes Map of Castlefi eld Basin (1785), showing the western wing 
and offi  ce added to the complex
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From early on, it appears the domestic and commercial spaces were segregated. A solid boundary 
running north to south from the corner of the superintendent’s offi  ce to the road divided the 
formal gardens to the east from more functional courtyard to the west. Th e wharf and canal-
side buildings were accessed by a separate wagon-way from Chester Road, used for goods traffi  c, 
whereas the superintendent’s offi  ce was approached by a path through the gardens from the road.

Th e Bridgewater Viaduct, completed in 1841, provided a more direct and level crossing over the 
River Medlock than the existing Knott Mill Bridge. Th is resulted in a slight loss of land to the front 
of the offi  ce as the road approaching the viaduct was widened. Additional reconfi guration of the 
complex was carried out by the mid-19th century, as shown on the Ordnance Survey 60”: 1 mile 
map of 1851. A building was added to the western part of the courtyard and a stable block was 
erected to the west. Th e gardens to the west of the offi  ce were cleared and the entrance on Chester 
Road widened accordingly. Th e map also indicates that the complex incorporated a smithy, which 
was presumably kept busy servicing the needs of the canal company’s stock of horses.

Extract from the Ordnance Survey 60”: 1-mile map (1851), showing the remodelled complex
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By the 1880s, the offi  ce and buildings on the 
eastern side of the complex were converted 
to use as a boys’ home. Goad’s insurance 
plan of 1888 reveals other elements were 
dwellings. Few signifi cant changes were 
made to the complex in the following 
decades. 

Th e manager’s offi  ce at 2-4 Chester reverted 
to its original function in the early 20th 
century, becoming the Castlefi eld Goods 
Offi  ce. A photograph from the 1930s gives 
an impression of the various components of 
the complex, and captures the development 
of the site at its greatest extent. 

Th e buildings sustained damage as a 
result of German aerial bombing in the 
1940s, resulting in the demolition of the 
western range of buildings by the 1960s. 
Th e canal basin remained busy, although 
only a fraction of the early buildings and 
manager’s offi  ce survived in October 
2001, when it was demolished following a 
devastating fi re.

Th e former gardens at the eastern end 
of the site were redeveloped as the Quay 
Bar in 1998. Th is was built to an award-
winning design, but was not commercially 
successful and was demolished in 2007 aft er 
a short period of disuse and vandalism. 
Archaeological work carried out in 1998 
during the construction of Quay Bar did 
not yield any fi ndings of interest, although 
an excavation of the manager’s house and 
adjacent buildings in 2017-19 revealed a 
suite of fascinating remains.

View of the complex taken in the 1930s, showing buildings from the 1760s (blue), 
1780s (green) and 19th-century additions (orange).

A view of the Georgian frontage of the manager’s offi  ce taken from Chester Road in the 1990s 
(courtesy of GMAAS)
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EXCAVATION AT 2-4 CHESTER ROAD
Th e fi rst element of the archaeological 
excavation at 2-4 Chester Road, 
undertaken by Salford Archaeology 
in 2017, exposed structural elements 
of the canal manager’s offi  ce and 
adjoining structures. Th e complex was 
multi-phased and spanned the 18th 
and 19th centuries, constructed on 
terraces cut into the sandstone bedrock 
on the southern side of the Medlock. 
Th e upper and lower terraces to the east 
of the building, used as gardens and 
wharves respectively, were demarcated 
by a large stone retaining wall of late 
18th- or early 19th-century date.

A primary component of the complex was a multi-
bayed undercroft  situated on the lower level of the 
site that formed part of a structure fi rst indicated 
on Young’s plan of 1769. Th e undercroft  extended 
the full length of the original building and was 
arguably purpose-built for goods storage, the 
cool temperature being ideally suited for storing 
perishable goods. Th is lower level of the structure 
was placed on a terrace quarried out of the sandstone 
bedrock below the towpath level. Th e undercroft  
was constructed in brick and capped with a barrel-
vaulted roof, springing from a ridge cut into the rock. 
Th e vaults were sealed with puddling clay and a thick 
layer of crushed sandstone, atop which the fl oors of 
the overlying rooms were laid. No means of access 
was identifi ed during the excavation, implying it was 
entered from the western end of the building beyond 
the boundary of the excavated area.

Barrel-vaulted undercroft  on the lower level of the site

North-eastern room of canal-side structures with ramped access from 
the towpath 
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A series of rooms were exposed above 
the undercroft , their fl oors raised 
slightly above the level of the adjacent 
canal towpath. Historic maps indicate 
these particular elements included a 
smithy and dwellings. Concrete ramps 
had been added to the entrances from 
the towpath implying the spaces were 
used for goods storage in the 20th 
century. Th is change of use presumably 
involved the complete removal of the 
smithy, as no trace was uncovered 
during the excavation.

To the south of the rooms on the canal-
side was an additional level built above 
a second terrace in the bedrock. Th is lay 
between the canal-side rooms and the 
manager’s offi  ce on Chester Road. Th e 
long room was defi ned by brick walls 
on three sides and a further vertically 
cut face of sandstone to the south. 
Doorways led into the room through 
the eastern and western walls. 

Th e room was fi tted with a fi replace, 
carved partially from the bedrock, 
and a stone sink. Th e fi replace was 
constructed largely in brick around a 
cast-iron frame. It had a decorative 
iron setting and its front was clad 
with yellow sandstone. Th ese features 
indicate the space may have performed 
a domestic function, consistent with its 
use as accommodation within the boys’ 
home in the 1880s.

North-eastern room and smithy situated on the canal-side

Th e vestiges of the courtyard to the west of the manager’s offi  ce  

Th e fi replace revealed in the middle level of the building 
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Only fragmentary remains of the manager’s offi  ce survived on the upper terrace, which had been 
subject to heavy clearance aft er the fi re in 2001. Th is had been the most aesthetically pleasing part 
of the whole  building complex and originally consisted of two adjoining town houses, which were 
remodelled into one. 

In places, traces of external surfaces belonging to the courtyard and formal garden paths were 
exposed during the excavation. A curved brick wall was constructed to the west of the manager’s 
offi  ce and relates to the reconfi guration of the complex in the mid-19th century. In the north-east 
of the complex were a series of brick-built outbuildings constructed above a rock-cut drainage 
feature. Identifi able elements included privies and a wash house, lined with slate. Th e core of these 
outbuildings dated to the late 18th century, and are depicted on Foulkes map of Castlefi eld from 
1785. Waste water was directed into the drain, running under the rooms to an outlet in the stone 
retaining wall beyond.

2 - 4 Chester Road excavation plan
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A corn mill had been established on the River Medlock at Knott Mill by 1509, when a licence 
was given for the mill dam, but otherwise the Great Jackson Street area remained undeveloped 
agricultural land until the 18th century. Th e arrival of the Bridgewater Canal triggered the onset 
of industrial development that was to transform the local landscape, as Castlefi eld emerged as an 
important transport hub centred on the canal basin.

William Green’s map of Manchester captures 
the extent of development at the end of the 
18th century, showing the fi rst industrial works 
that were established in the Great Jackson 
Street area. Th ese included ‘Messrs Brodie 
& Co’s’ iron foundry and the Knott Mill Dye 
Works to the rear, extending along the bank 
of the River Medlock, together with several 
reservoirs and a tenter ground, where dyed 
cloth was stretched taut so that it would dry 
fl at and square. Green’s map also marks ‘Mr 
Jackson’s Farm’, testifying to the co-existence 
of agricultural and industrial activity in the 
area. 

Th e corn mill is thought to have been rebuilt 
as the Duke of Bridgewater’s Warehouse 
in 1765, and a replacement was erected on 
Commercial Street, as shown on Green’s map; 
the building had been converted for use as a 
cotton factory known as Brazil Mill by 1817. 
A short distance to the south-east lay another 
‘Cotton Works’, which is thought to have been 
one of just fi ve cotton mills that were recorded 
in Manchester in 1788 during a nationwide 
survey of all the mills that employed Richard 
Arkwright’s patented water frame.

INDUSTRIAL GROWTH

Th e boundary of Deansgate Square superimposed on William Green’s map of 
Manchester of 1787-94
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ALEXANDER BRODIE’S IRON FOUNDRY

Alexander Brodie was a Scotsman who trained as a blacksmith and moved to London in 1759, 
where he went into business making fi re-grates, dampers and stoves for domestic use. In 1780, 
he acquired the Royal Patent for a ‘fi re stove’ for ships galleys, and the Admiralty awarded him a 
monopoly to install this stove in their fl eet, which was to last for 29 years; ships fi tted with Brodie’s 
stoves included the infamous HMS Bounty and Nelson’s fl agship, the HMS Victory. 

In 1786, Brodie developed the Calcutt Ironworks in 
Broseley, Shropshire, for casting and boring cannons. 
Building upon his success in Shropshire, Brodie 
established a foundry in Castlefi eld during the early 
1790s in partnership with Oliver Ormrod and Charles 
McNiven. Ormrod left  the partnership in 1806, and 
McNiven in 1808, although Brodie continued the 
business until his death at the age of 78 in January 1811. 
His Manchester foundry closed shortly aft erwards, and 
whilst the layout of the iron works is captured on a 
survey of 1818-19, all of the buildings had seemingly 
been cleared by the mid-1820s.

Alexander Brodie (1732-1811) Brodie’s foundry shown on Johnson’s map of 1820

Brodie’s stove fi tted to HMS Trincomalee
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Th ere is very little documentary evidence for 
Brodie’s foundry, although the excavation at 
Deansgate Square enabled some light to be 
thrown on its layout. Most iron was produced 
during this period in a blast furnace, where 
iron ore was smelted with charcoal or coke 
and limestone to produce pig iron. Many blast 
furnace sites also had a foundry, where molten 
iron was poured into casts to make a wide range 
of iron objects.  Transportable ingots of pig iron 
will also have been produced for sale, ready for 
melting and recasting into objects, and it was in 
this form that Brodie will have obtained the iron 
used in his foundry.

 Th e iron ingots, oft en mixed with pieces of scrap 
iron, are likely to have been melted in a cupola, a 
type of furnace that was developed in its modern 
form during the 1790s. It typically consisted of 
a barrel that was approximately 1m in diameter 
and 3m high, made of cast-iron staves held 
together with wrought-iron hoops. Coke will 
have been used as a fuel, with a continuous blast 
of air required to get the furnace to operating 
temperature. Once melted, the liquid iron was 
extracted from the furnace and poured into 
carefully prepared casts to create the objects 
required.

A rectangular, brick-built structure encrusted 
with molten iron revealed during the excavation 
is likely to have housed a cupola, the position 
of which corresponded to a square structure 
shown on Green’s map against the main foundry 
building. Th e diameter of the furnace, and the 
means of introducing an air blast, could not be 
established from the surviving foundations.

A mid-19th-century engraving of an iron foundry showing molten iron being 
poured into cast, with a cupola furnace to the rear

Th e base of a probable cupola furnace revealed during the excavation
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Excavation within the footprint of 
the main building showed that the 
clearance of the site in the 1820s and 
later redevelopment had planed off  the 
remains of the foundry to below the 
original fl oor level. However, a series 
of inter-cutting pits fi lled with black 
sand that contained nodules of iron 
were revealed to the east of the cupola, 
indicating that this had been the casting 
area. Th e casting pits were segregated 
from other internal areas of the foundry 
by an L-shaped wall that survived for a 
total length of nearly 23m. 

Th e northern part of the casting area contained several intriguing brick-built structures. Th e earliest 
of these comprised a circular cistern with a diameter of 4.2m that survived to a maximum depth 
of 1.8m, cut into the sandstone bedrock. Th e walls were two courses thick, and the fl oor was lined 
with a bricks. It had originally incorporated a 0.48m wide and 0.46m high aperture at the base of 
the wall in its north-eastern quadrant, which had seemingly formed the mouth of a small culvert 
from the River Medlock. However, this had been bricked-up and replaced with a small, crudely 
built well. It was just over 1.5m deep, sunk into the sandstone bedrock, with a 0.24m-diameter 
borehole in the centre that had probably been attached to a pump at ground level.

Excavated elements of Brodie’s foundry, superimposed on Green’s map if 1787-94

Th e casting pits adjacent to the cupola A section excavated across the black sand in the casting pits
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Th e intended function of the large cistern 
is not entirely certain, and whilst it is 
reminiscent of a large vat used in early 
dye works, it was probably used by Brodie 
for casting large objects. Th e excavation 
revealed that it was fi lled by a thick layer 
of burnt sand and ash, which may have 
been deposited when the structure was 
abandoned. A new, smaller, brick-built 
structure was then inserted through this 
material and the brick fl oor of the cistern, 
with the solid bedrock being exposed at the 
bottom of the construction cut.

Th e structure revealed at the base of the construction cut, lying directly on the bedrock, was 1.8m 
in diameter and was packed with fi ne black sand, which had become indurated due to exposure 
to intense heat. Th e structure consisted of a cast-iron ring with an ‘L’-shaped profi le and a lug or 
lift ing eye on its four quadrants. A ring of bricks had been set on its upper surface, with a further 
setting laid to create a circular wall around the inner edge, creating a 1m-diameter central eye. 
All the elements of this structure showed signs of heat and burning. A large cube of iron with the 
remains of a lug on top was discovered lying in the ‘eye’ of the structure. Th is was interpreted as 
part of a drop hammer, suggesting that had been the function of the pit.

Brick-built circular structure and the adjacent well

Excavating the circular structure Th e later structure, showing the cast-iron ring and associated brick settings
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THE KNOTT MILL DYE WORKS

Th e Knott Mill Dye Works was one of an important 
group of early textile-fi nishing works in the area. Th e 
fi rst may have been a printing works and bleach croft  
established in Hulme near Knott Mill by John Taylor, 
which appeared in newspapers advertisements as 
early as 1763. Another advertisement, printed in 
January 1781, off ered for sale a printing works in the 
possession of Messrs E & W Borron, which was also 
‘situated at Hulme, near Knott Mill’, and consisted of a 
dye house, dry house, printing house and a bleaching 
croft  of about six acres. It is not known when the Knott 
Mill Dye Works was built, although it was certainly 
in use by September 1792, when a notice was printed 
in the Manchester Mercury seeking information on 
Th omas Darlington, who had ‘absconded from the 
service of Robert Holt at Knott Mill’. 

Robert Holt is listed as a dyer and printer in a 
trade directory for 1794, which also lists Robert 
Holt & Co as the owners of a vitriol works in 
Castlefi eld. In its concentrated form, vitriol 
is a colourless, oily liquid that has many uses, 
including the manufacture of dyestuff s. Most of 
the dyes used in the textile industry until the 
19th century, however, were derived mostly 
from plants, and whilst cochineal, insects and 
tropical sea snails were sometimes used, the 
main sources were indigo, madder and logwood.

It is of note that Holt’s dye works incorporated 
a logwood mill, where mechanical rasping of 
logwood produced material that could be used 
as a dark red or black dye, and there is a reference 
to this having been powered by a steam engine 
built by Joshua Wrigley in 1799.

Th e Knott Mill Dye Works and the cleared site of Brodie’s foundry 
shown on Bancks & Co’s map of 1831

Illustration produced in the 1820s showing a typical rasping machine employed 
in a logwood mill
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Wrigley’s engines were simple devices that had few working parts but 
used steam power to ensure a constant supply of water to a waterwheel. 
A boiler supplied steam to the cylinder, which was placed on top of 
a pipe leading down to a reservoir of water. Th e water was forced 
by atmospheric pressure from the lower reservoir into the vacuum 
created in the cylinder when the steam was condensed. Th e water in 
the cylinder then fl owed out by gravity into a higher reservoir, from 
where it was released over the waterwheel.

In May 1815, an advertisement printed in the Manchester Mercury
sought ‘a steady active man as engineer to conduct the management 
of an engine, and to superintend the grinding of logwood’ at R Holt 
& Sons Knott Mill Dye Works, advising that ‘none need apply whose 
character will not bear the strictest scrutiny, as liberal wages will be 
given’.

Th e dye works had been taken over by Michael and Richard Holt by 1821, although they were 
declared bankrupt in 1826. Th e site is marked as a dye works on a map of 1831, and whilst the 
layout and the buildings appear unchanged on the Ordnance Survey plan of 1851, they may have 
formed part of the Knott Mill Iron Works by that date. Later development resulted in the complete 
removal of all physical remains of the dye works.

A steam-powered pumping engine used 
to ensure that a waterwheel received a 

constant supply of water

Extract from the Ordnance Survey 1:1056 Town Plan of 1851
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GALLOWAY’S KNOTT MILL IRON WORKS

In 1835, having each served a seven-
year apprenticeship at their father’s 
famous Caledonia Foundry on Great 
Bridgewater Street in Manchester, 
William and John Galloway 
established their own iron works 
on the site of Alexander Brodie’s 
iron foundry at Knott Mill. Th is 
became one of the most important 
iron works in the region, producing 
steam engines, boilers, gunpowder 
mills, gearing and machinery for 
cotton mills, both for the home and 
foreign markets, together with gas 
equipment and pipes for domestic 
and industrial use. Th e fi rm was 
also involved in civil engineering 
projects, including the construction 
of the viaduct over the Leven Estuary 
for the Ulverston and Lancaster 
Railway in 1855-57. 

Famously, they patented the Galloway 
Boiler, which was exhibited at the 
Great Exhibition in 1851. Nearly 
9,000 of these boilers were produced 
over the next 40 years, and the success 
of the boiler-making business was 
such that the Galloways established 
a new works on Hyde Road in the 
Ardwick area of Manchester in 1872, 
leaving the Knott Mill Iron Works to 
concentrate primarily on building 
engines.

An advertisement for the Galloway boiler printed in 1872

Drawings of a horizontal non-condensing engine produced by W & J Galloway in 1872



•42•

Th e earliest plan of the Knott Mill Iron Works is that produced by the Ordnance Survey in 1851, 
which shows the works to have been largely enclosed by properties along Owen Street and those 
lining the approach to Knott Mill Bridge. Amongst the various buildings around the central yard 
was a ‘moulders shop’ and a ‘fi tting-up shop’, with a weighing machine lying by the main entrance 
gates. 

A rather diff erent layout is shown on a plan drawn by John Bennion during his visit to the iron works 
in March 1869, and whilst this is essentially a sketch, it nevertheless indicates that the Galloways 
had invested in the site since 1851. Of particular interest is the Siemen’s furnace that Bennion 
noted. Th is type of furnace employed regenerative technology that had been introduced to the 
iron industry by William Siemens in 1861; the Galloways evidently kept apace with technological 
advances introduced to the iron industry.

In 1894, the Institution of Mechanical Engineers published a brief account of the Galloway’s Iron 
Works that was based on a visit to Knott Mill. Th is described a smithy ‘dealing with fairly heavy 
work’ and several machine shops that were ‘well provided with engineering tools’, including a cross 
planing machine and a quadruple-geared lathe with a face plate that was over 3m in diameter. 
A large erecting shop with travelling and jib cranes for the fi nal fi tting up of the work was also 
mentioned. Th e iron works also contained pattern shops and a large foundry with a glass roof, 
which was traversed by two travelling cranes and served with several jib cranes. Th e iron works 
also had a small rolling-mill plant with a heating furnace and a steam-hammer for cleaning and 
working scrap into rivet iron, as large quantities of rivets were made both for use at the boiler 
works and for sale. Th e power for driving the machinery was provided by a twin-compound steam 
engine that the fi rm had built at the iron works.

A plan of the Knott Mill Iron Works produced by John 
Bennion during a visit in 1869 Th e gigantic geared lathe employed at the Knott Mill Iron Works in the 1890s
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Th e footprint of the entire iron works was 
targeted for archaeological investigation 
in 2016. Th is revealed that all traces of the 
Siemens furnace and the smithy had been 
removed from the southern part of the site, 
which had been reduced to the level of the 
natural geology when the site was developed 
in the 1930s. 

Th e foundations of a range of buildings were 
revealed in the northern part of the site, 
however, adjacent to the River Medlock. 
Th ey were defi ned by a four-course thick 
brick wall, which lay north-west/south-east 
for 15.87m, and then returned to the north-
east for 10.15m. Th e area enclosed by this 
substantial wall foundation was divided into 

three main rooms. Th e room at the north-western end of the range had been partially removed 
during the construction of a modern cellar, although it appeared to have originally been open-sided. 
It contained a brick fl oor and a concrete slab that had formed the bed for an item of machinery, 
together with another machine bed built of brick.

Th e sandstone bedrock uncovered across the southern part of the site

A brick-built machine bed 
Th e foundations of one of the buildings revealed in the north-eastern part of the 

iron works
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Adjacent to the machine bed were the remains 
of a brick structure that measured 1.9m by 1.7m, 
and was fi lled with ash and cinders. Th e interior 
surface of the brickwork displayed evidence 
of having been subject to high temperatures, 
suggesting that it was the base of a small 
chimney.

Th e central room contained two irregular, but 
parallel, sections of walls with a brick fl oor 
between them, forming a structure that was 
5.76m long and may have been intended to 
house a small boiler. Set into the rear wall of the 
room, in line with the possible boiler housing, 
was a wide brick arch, which appeared to 
represent the vestiges of a fl ue.

Few internal features survived in the room at the south-eastern end of the riverside buildings, 
although it was possible to identify at least two more brick-built foundation beds for machines. 
Th e location of this room corresponded broadly to the position of the ‘heavy tool shop’ shown on 
Bennion’s plan of 1869. 

Th e foundations of a probable small chimney

Th e foundations of the south-eastern roomTh e foundations of the central room, showing the possible boiler housing and arch of a fl ue
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Th e excavated remains also included a 
large, circular brick structure, similar to 
that revealed within Brodie’s foundry, but 
of slightly diff erent construction. It was 
5.2m in diameter, with a two-course thick 
outer brick wall that had been cut into the 
sandstone bedrock at a depth of 0.92m. In 
the centre was 2.56m diameter circular cut, 
which was a further 1.8m in depth and had a 
two-course wide brick lining. Th e structure 
had been fi lled with layers of alternating 
black and red sand, and may have been 
used as a casting pit. It was set within the 
‘moulders shop’ shown on the Ordnance 
Survey plan of 1851. A probable casting pit in the moulders shop

Excavated remains of Knott Mill Iron Works superimposed in the Ordnance Survey Town Plan of 1891
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PRYME STREET MILL

Th e Great Jackson Street area 
developed rapidly during the early 
19th century, and several textile 
mills and breweries were established 
amongst tracts of workers’ housing. 
One of the earliest textile factories 
was Pryme Street Mill, although 
this was known originally as Hulme 
Mill, which is fi rst shown on a plan 
of 1809. Th is shows the mill as a 
rectangular block, with a small 
reservoir to the north that supplied 
the steam-power plant with a 
source of water. An additional 
block had been constructed in the 
north-east corner of the plot by 
1819, when the mill was operated 
by John Guest.

Th e mill appears to have been 
unoccupied in 1820-21 as it is 
absent from rate books, although 
Daniel Speakman is listed as the 
tenant from 1822 with George 
Southam as the owner.

Further extensions to the mill were 
carried out in the 1820s, which 
required the original reservoir to be 
in-fi lled and a new one created to 
the south-east, creating the layout 
captured on Bancks & Co’s plan of 
1831. Th e mill was then known as 
Southam’s Cotton Mill.

Extract from a plan of 1809, showing the outline of Hulme / Pryme Street Mill

Extract from Bancks & Co’s plan of 1831, showing Hulme / Pryme Street Mill
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By the mid-19th century, the north-western 
corner of the plot had been built over by a 
further extension to the mill, doubling the 
original footprint. Th is growth is captured 
on the Ordnance Survey plan of 1851, which 
also denotes the position of the boiler house 
on the eastern side of the complex.

Th e subsequent development of the mill is 
connected to its remodelling for use as a 
fi nishing works. Th is fi nal stage of expansion 
saw the infi lling of the south-eastern reservoir, 
which was built over. Th e confi guration of the 
mill on the Ordnance Survey plan of 1891 
refl ects its piecemeal development, outlining 
four distinct components. A chimney is shown 
in the north-east corner of the complex, an 
insertion that must have occurred between 
1851 and 1891. Textile production ceased 
during the fi rst decade of the 20th century, 
aft er nearly 90 years. Th e premises were 
repurposed and divided up for use between 
various companies. 

Excavation by Salford Archaeology in 2018 
in advance of the Crown Street development 
targeted various elements of the mill, 
including a large swathe of the main mill fl oor 
situated in the southern part of the site. Th is 
would have formed a basement to the cotton-
spinning block constructed in the early 
1800s. Two settings for steam engines with 
adjacent bearing boxes were exposed in the 
south-western half of the mill. Th ese would 
have provided power to the machinery within 
the mill.

Plan of the excavated remains of Pryme Street Mill

Engine Bed

Engine Bed

Chimney
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Main Mill
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To the north-east of the main 
mill were the remains of a boiler 
house, which accord well with the 
fi rst accurate representation of the 
structure on Bancks & Co’s map 
of 1831. Th e remains included 
the exterior walls of the boiler 
house and the foundation bed for 
a single large boiler. Th is boiler 
and its associated fl ue system were 
relatively late insertions, probably 
refl ecting the need to maintain and 
update this technology as advances 
in steam-power plant were made. 
Much of the surviving arrangement 
dates from the second half of the 19th century, associated with the expansion of the mill at that 
time. Th e vestiges of a redundant fl ue to the south-west of the boiler house formed elements of 
an original fragmented arched fl ue that channelled the exhaust gases from the boiler to a large, 
octagonal chimney in the north-east corner of the mill complex. 

Stone engine bed with bearing box inserted into adjacent exterior wall of the mill

Th e excavated foundations of the boiler setting within Pryme Street Mill
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Th e chimney was adapted in 
the late 19th century and the 
fl ue system diverted along the 
eastern boundary of the site, 
adjacent to Southam Street. Th is 
reconfi guration arose from the 
need to expand the mill complex 
northwards. A new ground-fl oor 
range was constructed over the 
top of the original arched fl ue. Th is 
range contained additional steam-
power plant, represented by stone 
beds mounted on brick bases.

Mill chimney and fl ue systems in the north-east corner of the mill

Th e truncated remains of an earlier fl ue leading to the mill chimneyPhased plan of the mill

Late 19th century

1820 - 1860

1800 - 1820

Post - 1922
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WATERLOO BREWERY

Th e area had been a focus for the brewing industries since the 
18th century, with an advert for Walford’s Brewery at Knott 
Mill and their ‘fi ne pale ale and beer’ appearing in a newspaper 
advertisement as early as 1757, and another brewery on the 
east side of Crown Street shown on Green’s map of 1787-94. 
Th e Waterloo Brewery was established on an undeveloped plot 
of land on the east side of Southam Street in the mid-1830s, 
although there is scant documentary evidence available for its 
development or longevity.

Th e brewery was targeted for archaeological excavation in 2018, 
which revealed its footprint to be dominated by a basement, with 
a fl oor composed of hand-made bricks. A large well uncovered 
in the corner of the basement will have supplied the water for 
the brewing process. Water drawn from the well would have 
been especially important for keeping the beer cool during the 
brewing process in hot weather. Th e well was accessed via a ladder, which was partially visible 
during the excavation. Very few of the other structural remains exposed during the excavation 
could be attributed to specifi c processes undertaken within the brewery, perhaps refl ecting that 
many of these processes required equipment that was raised above fl oor level. However, a group 
of four grindstones recovered from the excavation may have derived from apparatus used for 
grinding grain or hops within the brewery.

Th e excavated remains of the Waterloo Brewery

Mid-19th-century section drawing of a breweryOne of the grindstones recovered from the excavation
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MCKEAN’S PATENT SIZE CO

Th e brewery had been remodelled for use by McKean’s Patent Size Co by the late 1870s. Size was 
a substance applied to cotton yarn in order to impart strength and tenacity to the warp thread 
before it was despatched to a loom for weaving. Without the lubricating protection off ered to 
the warp threads by the application of size, the threads would wear and fray out during weaving. 
Manufacturers also discovered that sizing added weight to the cloth, and that certain kinds of 
sizing imparted a soft  and greasy texture to cotton goods. Size was also used in the manufacture 
of paper.

Th e primary ingredient in the sizing solution was fl our, which was mixed with small amounts of 
soft  soap and tallow. A medium size sometimes required the addition of china clay and chloride 
of magnesium, whilst a heavy size comprised increased quantities of china clay, tallow, chloride 
of magnesium and, in addition, chloride of zinc. Th ese ingredients were mixed with water and 
placed into a vessel fi tted with agitators, and kept at a temperature of 700–800 F for a week to allow 
fermentation to occur. Th is formed a gelatinous solution, which was then transferred to another 
trough, or series of troughs, to await use.

Proximity to a great number of textile mills within Manchester and Salford ensured the longevity 
of the company’s existence, as McKean’s Patent Size Co is again listed on Southam Street in a 
trade directory for 1895. Th e enterprise endured until the mid-20th century, and is marked on the 
Ordnance Survey map of 1948 as a ‘starch works’. 

Th e size works depicted on the 1891 1:500 Town Plan of Manchester, showing the footprint of the earlier brewery
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Southam Street Mill incorporated the fabric of the earlier Waterloo Brewery, which was extended 
southwards. To the west of the cellared brewery building were two substantial stone engine beds 
with additional stone blocks found beneath; these probably relate to power-transfer systems within 
the size works. 

Th e southwards extension comprised a boiler house, fl ue systems and two chimneys. Whilst the 
exterior walls of the boiler house were consistent with a mid-19th-century date, the use of refractory 
and bullnose bricks within the boiler setting, typically dating to the second half of the 19th century, 
implies the structure had been relined. Constant repair within boiler housing was common given 
their incessant use. Narrow fl ues on its northern side of the boiler channelled exhaust fumes to a 
nearby square chimney. On the western side of the boiler, to the rear of the charging platform, were 
the remains of an L-shaped brick addition and raised fl agstone surface that was presumably used 
for stockpiling coal. 

Th e foundations for a boiler installed in the mid-19th century Blocked aperture on the northern wall of the boiler



•53•

In the southern range of the size works were four 
sunken brick settings, situated adjacent to the fl ue 
network on southern side of the boiler house. Th ese 
were T-shaped and constructed of hand-made bricks. 
It is thought that these were ash pits beneath hearths 
that were used for the heating and mixing or agitating 
the size solution. Signs of moderate exposure to heat 
were evident as reddening and soot staining on the 
surface of the brickwork. Th e presence of stone blocks 
in the corner of the structures may have acted to raise 
the hearths off  the fl oor.

A relatively late date can be assigned to the fi nal use of 
these structures, which were infi lled with industrial 
residues, boiler ash and clinker, containing refuse 
consistent with a mid-20th-century date. Th is accords 
with the cartographic evidence, which shows that the 
19th-century arrangement was maintained until the 
post-war period. Detail of one of the excavated ash pits

Th e fl ue system and arrangement of ash pits
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BARMAK LTD

Pryme Street Mill was occupied in the early 
20th century by Barmak Ltd, a fi rm established 
in 1902 by Edward Makin to produce hop 
foods for livestock. Th eir primary product was 
marketed as ‘Makbar’, a cattle feed that was 
produced under royal letters patent, and was 
reported to be ‘solely composed of the fi nest 
meal, cane sugar, and hop seed’, and appears to 
have been the fi rst use of hops as cattle feed. Th e 
stated ingredients, however, were challenged in 
court in 1906, when an independent analyst 
concluded that Makbar was actually composed 
of molasses and vegetable refuse, including 
spent hops, off al of wheat and husks, obtained 
from a brewery. Barmak Ltd was fi ned £5 plus 
costs for marketing the product with a false 
description.

Undeterred by the court ruling, Barmak Ltd 
attempted to establish whether Makbar was 
benefi cial to arresting tuberculosis in cattle, 
and commissioned an independent specialist 
to conduct an experiment. Th is was carried out 
over a 16-month period, and concluded that 
Makbar did indeed appear to halt the spread of 
the disease, but wouldn’t cure it completely.

Th e production of cattle food at the works 
continued until at least 1932. Th e mill was 
demolished subsequently, and a two-storey, 
brick-built warehouse erected in its place.

20TH-CENTURY INDUSTRY

An early 20th-century advertisement for Makbar
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OLYMPIA GARAGE

W&J Galloway went into 
receivership in 1932 and, in 
1933, their Knott Mill Iron 
Works was replaced by the 
Olympia Garage, a mix of 
numerous small businesses 
that were mostly automobile 
related. Th ere were more than 
ten businesses operating out 
of Olympia Garage by the 
late 1930s, including motor 
car dealers, motor coach 
proprietors, vehicle body 
buildings, tyre producers and 
magneto manufacturers, with 
the complex covering most of 
the Deansgate Square site. 

A new industrial unit was 
added to the southern end 
of the site in October 1942, 
replacing rows of terraced 
houses on Pond Street. Given 
its date, it seems likely that this 
building was associated with 
production of material for the 
war eff ort, although there is 
no documentary evidence to 
indicate what this may have 
been.Olympia Garage shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1950-51
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Th e archaeological excavation exposed the footprint of the building erected in 1942, and showed 
that it had incorporated a large and substantial basement, the construction of which will have 
completely removed any earlier foundations. Th e basement survived to a depth of 2.5m and was 
fi lled with stacks of concrete cylinders, each of a uniform size (096m long and 0.59m in diameter), 
and made from very hard cast concrete, reinforced with steel mesh. Th ese were identifi ed as 
Second World War tank traps, which had presumably been produced at the Olympia Garage but 
never deployed.

Detail of the tank traps

Stacked concrete cylinders in the basement, which are likely to have been produced as tank traps

Tank traps being set in place by the Home Guard in 1940
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By 1951, Olympia Garage was 
occupied almost entirely by the 
Rootes Group or Rootes Motors Ltd, 
a British automobile manufacturer 
and, separately, a major motor 
distributors and dealers business. 
Th e Ordnance Survey map of 1950-
51 shows that Olympia Garage 
lay at the heart of a large group of 
engineering works, several of which 
specifi cally served the booming 
automobile industry. 

At its height in 1960, Rootes 
had manufacturing plants in the 
Midlands, in southern England, 
and a brand-new plant in the west 
of Scotland at Linwood. From its 
offi  ces in Devonshire House in 
London, it controlled exports and 
international distribution for Rootes 
and other motor manufacturers, 
and its own local distribution and 
service operations in London, Kent, 
Birmingham and Manchester. 

Olympia Garage became Rootes’ 
base in Manchester for supplying 
commercial vehicles and private 
cars, together with a range of 
motoring services. Th e buildings 
were eventually demolished in the 
later 20th century, and the site was 
used subsequently, and somewhat 
ironically, as a car park, leaving no 
visible trace of its former use.

A post-war advertisement for Rootes Ltd. identifying the Olympia 
Garage as their base in Manchester
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Th e Great Jackson Street area had become a densely developed 
and thriving residential community by the early 20th century, 
with schools, churches and chapels, a public baths, a gymnasium 
and shops and inns along the principal thoroughfares, which 
were served by the electric tram network. Amongst the many 
streets of workers’ housing were a few industrial premises, 
the most signifi cant being those that were subject to the 
archaeological investigations described in this booklet. 

Many of the houses, however, had fallen into dilapidation by the 
end of the Victorian era, and were classifi ed as ‘slum property’ 
on a thematic plan of housing conditions in Manchester that 
was published in 1904. Th is study highlighted the Great Jackson 
Street area as a part of the city where the housing stock required 
renewal, although this was not implemented for several decades. 
Whilst swathes of substandard housing had been cleared by the 
late 1930s, redevelopment plans were shelved with the onset of 
the Second World War. Th e piecemeal demolition of blocks of 
19th-century houses continued in the 1960s and 1970s, and the 
local community had dissipated to leave an area characterised 
by tracts of under-used land, much of which was employed for 
car-parking purposes.

In 2007, Manchester City Council endorsed a Development 
Framework for Great Jackson Street in recognition of the 
enormous benefi ts that could be gained from large-scale 
redevelopment of the area and the transformation of under-
used land to create a new southern gateway to the city centre. 
Th e Development Framework was intended to guide the future 
comprehensive regeneration of the area as a ‘new high-density 
quarter of Manchester with a vibrant and sustainable mix of 
uses’, and form a material consideration for the Local Planning 
Authority in the determination of future planning applications. 

DECLINE, REGENERATION AND ARCHAEOLOGY

Looking north along Great Jackson Street towards Chester Road 
from the Tomlinson Street junction in 1927

Aerial view looking north-west across the Great Jackson Street area 
in 1937, showing a swathe of slum clearance to the south-east of 
Olympia Garage (© Historic England. Licensor www.rcahms.gov.

uk)

A plan of the housing conditions in Manchester produced for the 
Citizens’ Association in 1904, shading those dwellings regarded as 

‘slum property’ in dark brown

Great Jackson Street
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Th e Development Framework was updated 
in 2016, and was subject to further review in 
2018 following the successful progress that 
had been made by Renaker Build Ltd with 
the Deansgate Square development, and 
widespread acknowledgement that this new 
neighbourhood has an essential role to play in 
supporting Manchester’s growth, productivity 
and quality of life. 

With the Deansgate Square construction 
programme in full swing, Renaker Build 
Ltd was able to focus on the development of 
Crown Street in 2018. Design proposals were 
also fi nalised for the redevelopment of 2-4 
Chester Road, allowing construction work 
to move forward in 2019. Whilst this site lies 
immediately beyond the boundary of the Great 
Jackson Street Development Framework area, it 
was nevertheless clear that it would form a key 
component of the new neighbourhood.

View from Beetham Tower in 2019, showing Deansgate Square during construction (courtesy of GMAAS)

An early stage in the construction work at Crown Street in 2018, following 
the completion of the archaeological excavation, showing one of the Deansgate 
Square towers nearing completion and the former Bridgewater Canal offi  ces
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Prior to all of these new developments, Renaker Build Ltd 
followed protocols set out in the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF), which advises that the importance of known 
or suspected archaeological sites should be assessed where they 
are threatened by development, and that any remains should 
be protected, either through sympathetic planning or, where 
appropriate, through archaeological excavation and record. 

When considering an application for a new development, the 
local planning authorities in Greater Manchester have access 
to specialist archaeological advisers to help them in assessing 
development impacts on archaeological sites and historic 
buildings. Th is key role is fulfi lled by the Greater Manchester 
Archaeological Advisory Service (GMAAS), which also maintains 
a database of all known sites of archaeological and historical 

interest in the county. Known as the Historic Environment Record, this provides the baseline data 
that enables GMAAS to make archaeological recommendations to local planning authorities.

An important document that needs to be prepared to support a planning application is an 
archaeological desk-based assessment. Assessments provide valuable information about the 
archaeological resource of a specifi c site by reviewing all the available archival material and 
identifying the potential for remains of archaeological interest to survive intact. Th is enables 
the formation of an appropriate approach to off setting any harm to below-ground remains. Th e 
outcome of desk-based assessments produced for the development sites in the Great Jackson Street 
area resulted in some initial, limited, intrusive 
investigation that aimed to confi rm whether 
any archaeological remains survived, and if they 
justifi ed any further archaeological investigations. 

Diff erent approaches can be taken to establishing 
the presence and extent of archaeological 
remains, although the excavation of a series of 
evaluation trenches is frequently employed. Th is 
approach was adopted at Crown Street, where fi ve 
long trenches were placed across the footprint of 
19th-century buildings of potential interest.

Excavating one of the initial evaluation trenches 
at Crown Street in 2018

Location of the initial evaluation trenches excavated at part of the fi rst phase 
of the Crown Street development, superimposed on the Ordnance Survey 

Town Plan of 1891
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A slightly diff erent approach was taken to 
evaluating the archaeological resource of 
Deansgate Square, where the modern surface 
was stripped under close archaeological 
supervision across the entire site. Th is approach 
was taken to ensure that any parts of the site 
that had not been disturbed by 18th- and 19th-
century development were identifi ed, as these 
areas had some potential to retain physical 
evidence for earlier activity. Th is also allowed 
any elements of the historic iron works that 
survived below ground to be targeted for further 
excavation. A similar approach was taken at 
2-4 Chester Road, as the entire site had been 
occupied by a  post-medieval building complex 
of archaeological interest, as well as the initial 
desk-based assessment demonstrating potential 
for Roman remains to exist. 

It was clearly apparent from the initial excavation at 2-4 Chester Road that there was likely to 
be important remains buried at a considerable depth, but these could not be uncovered due to 
safety concerns. Following consultation with GMAAS, it was agreed that further archaeological 
investigation would be undertaken during construction works, which would provide a safe working 
environment. 

Th e NPPF also advises that the 
results from archaeological 
work are disseminated to 
the public in an appropriate 
format. In the case of the sites 
in the Great Jackson Street 
area, this has been achieved via 
the production of this booklet, 
coupled with the installation 
of information panels in the 
new public realm.Manual cleaning of archaeological levels revealed during the initial excavation of the modern ground 

surface at Deansgate Square in 2016

Archaeological investigation of 2-4 Chester Road being completed during 
construction work in 2019
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AD 43   Emperor Claudius organised the Roman invasion of Britain.   
Circa AD 79  Roman fort at Manchester established.     
Circa AD 160  Manchester Roman fort reconstructed.     
Circa AD 200  Manchester Roman fort refaced in stone.     
Late AD 300s  Roman fort at Manchester abandoned.     
AD 620  Edwin, Anglo-Saxon king of Northumbria from 616 to 633, conquered  
   and occupied Manchester.       
AD 919  Edward the Elder established a fortifi ed base, or burh, at Manchester. 
1223   Manchester granted the right from the Crown to hold an annual fair. 
1301   Manchester granted a charter.       
1509   A licence granted to build a dam for the corn mill at Knott Mill.  
1642   Th e English Civil War breaks out between King Charles I and parliament. 
1765   Th e Bridgewater Canal opened between Worsley and Castlefi eld.  
Early 1790s  Alexander Brodie established an iron foundry at Knott Mill.   
Early 1800s  Pryme Mill established, one of the earliest steam-powered mills in Hulme. 
Mid-1830s  Waterloo Brewery established on Southam Street.    
1835   Knott Mill Iron Works established by William and John Galloway.  
1979   Manchester City Council designates Castlefi eld as a Conservation Area. 
2006   Beetham Tower completed to become Manchester’s tallest building.  
2007   Th e Great Jackson Street Development Framework endorsed by   
   Manchester City Council.       
2019   First tower on Deansgate Square completed, becoming a fl agship for the  
   wider regeneration of the Great Jackson Street Framework Area. 

TIMELINE
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Antiquarian  a person who studies history with particular attention to ancient artefacts,  
   archaeological and historic sites or manuscripts.

Cupola  a type of furnace typically used in foundries to melt iron for casting

Indigo   a plant native to India and other Asian countries and forms a blue dye.

Logwood  a species of fl owering tree in the legume family, logwood is native to  
   southern Mexico and northern Central America, and was an important  
   natural source of dye.

Madder  a red dye from the roots of the madder plant, imported mainly from the  
   Middle East.

Mamucium   the Roman name for the fort and settlement at Manchester. Also known as  
   Mancunium.

Mordant  a substance used to fi x dyes to fabrics.

Pannage  the right of feeding pigs or other animals in a wood or forest.

Picts   confederation of Celtic language speaking peoples who lived in what is  
   today eastern and northern Scotland during the Late British Iron Age and  
   Early Medieval periods.

Rampart  a fortifi cation consisting of a defensive mound of earth or a wall with a  
   broad top, oft en with a parapet.

Sceat   a small, thick, silver coin minted during the Anglo-Saxon period

Vicus   Roman settlement, oft en associated with a military camp or fort, where  
   traders and families of soldiers stationed in the fort will have lived.
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Most of the historical maps used in this booklet can be found at Manchester Archives and Local 
Studies, Manchester Central Library. Historical images can also be view on at http://images.
manchester.gov.uk

Copies of the detailed technical reports from Salford Archaeology’s excavations on Owen Street, 
Crown Street and 2-4 Chester Road have been deposited with the Greater Manchester Historic 
Environment Record.

Publications in the Greater Manchester’s Past Revealed series are available from GMAAS within 
the University of Salford, and digital copies of some volumes can be downloaded at https://
diggreatermanchester.wordpress.com/publications/

FURTHER READING
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Th is booklet arises from the historical research and archaeological excavations that were carried 
out by Salford Archaeology in 2015-19 for Renaker Build Ltd prior to the construction of Deansgate 
Square and Elizabeth Tower in the Great Jackson Street Development area, and the adjacent 
development on Chester Road. Th e archaeological works elicited the support of many people, too 
numerous to mention, although especial thanks are expressed to Renaker Build Ltd, and especially 
Peter Mills, Chris Underhill, Dave Varty and James Wallbank for their invaluable support. Th anks 
are also due to Norman Redhead of the Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service 
(GMAAS) for his advice and guidance throughout the fi eldwork and publication processes.
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The Great Jackson Street Development is 
a major residential-led scheme involving 
the construction of up to 25 towers that 
has transformed a large area on the south-
western fringe of Manchester city centre 
from tracts of car parks to a new gateway 
to the city centre. A series of archaeological 
excavations carried out by Salford 
Archaeology between 2015 and 2019 on 
behalf of Renaker Build Ltd in advance 
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important new evidence for Manchester’s 
Roman settlement, and a fascinating 
insight into the industrial development of 
the area from the late 18th century.
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