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The unprecedented scale of redevelopment in the 
historic core of Salford in recent years has provided 
a unique opportunity for archaeologists to 
investigate the impact of historic industrialisation 
on the lives of working people. Whilst well-known 
social commentators such as Friedrich Engels 
have made clear the very poor living conditions 
for workers in the burgeoning industrial centres, 
archaeologists have now been able to examine 
the historic building fabric of the late 18th- and 
19th-century dwellings that have long since been 
demolished. In accordance with archaeological 
conditions attached to planning consents (through 
the advice of GMAAS), developers have funded a 
series of significant excavations, four of which are 
presented here.

Salford Archaeology’s investigations have 
demonstrated the remarkable survival of foundations from the worst type of back-to-back cellar 
dwellings to spacious middle-class premises. Surviving remnants of that urban landscape in the 
form of 19th-century public houses have also been recorded, whilst historical analysis has put ‘flesh 
on the bones’ and demonstrated interesting changes in demography, social status, and occupation 
through the decades.

This booklet is the first in the Greater Manchester’s Past Revealed series that is fully dedicated to 
social housing archaeology and reflects the growing and hugely important corpus of archaeological 
work from pre-development investigations across Greater Manchester’s city and town centres. 
Salford Archaeology provide a well-illustrated and fascinating account of this crucial  aspect of our 
industrial past.
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Archaeology and built heritage 
considerations were addressed at an 
early stage in the design of all these  
redevelopment schemes. Desk-top 
studies were produced in the first 
instance which, in each case, concluded 
that the sites all had high potential 
to contain remains of archaeological 
interest, and warranted further 
investigation in advance of development. 
This was confirmed in all cases by trial 
trenching, which demonstrated that 
well-preserved foundations of 18th- and 
19th-century buildings survived below 
the modern ground surface, leading to 
the full excavation of those areas that 
had the most archaeological interest.

The regeneration of Salford has 
therefore provided a valuable and 
exciting opportunity to investigate 
the onset of industrialisation of the 
city and the major impact that it had 
on Salford’s townscape and society. 
Various forms of industrial workers’ 
housing were excavated on several 
development sites that were all located 
within close proximity. The results from 
these excavations enabled comparisons 
between different forms of housing, 
and the chance to analyse whether 
the workers’ quality of life differed 
in slightly different neighbourhoods. 
Documentary sources, including Census 
returns, have provided a further insight 
into the social history and demography 
of 19th-century Salford.

The historic city of Salford has 
benefited from a series of major 
regeneration projects since 
the dawn of the 21st century, 
transforming redundant 
industrial buildings and vacant 
sites across the historic and 
civic core into vibrant new 
communities. Several of these 
schemes have brought the 
redevelopment of sites along 
Chapel Street, one of Salford’s 
medieval thoroughfares, 
creating a refurbished gateway 
into the city centre. ‘Local 
Crescent’ is one such scheme, 

financed by Salboy Ltd and delivered by Domis Property Group, and has involved the construction 
of seven townhouses and 399 new apartments spread across three distinct towers on disused land 
on The Crescent. This large development along the main western approach to the city centre 
complements Salford Central, a major regeneration scheme along Chapel Street that is being 
delivered by English Cities Fund, a partnership between Muse Developments, Legal & General 
Property and The Homes and Communities Agency, in conjunction with Salford City Council. 
This will ultimately bring the redevelopment of over 50 acres of land, including Vimto Gardens and 
a new commercial and leisure district at New Bailey, adjacent to Salford Central railway station. 

Another large development scheme in Salford city centre has been delivered by UKLP Gore Street, 
a joint venture between UK Land & Property and Sir Robert McAlpine Enterprises. This has 
replaced a car park on Gore Street, at the junction of Chapel Street and Trinity Way, with a mix 
of residential apartments and townhouses and new commercial space. Further along Trinity Way, 
at the junction with Blackfriars Road, Salboy Ltd and Domis Property Group have transformed a 
disused industrial site into ‘Local Blackfriars’, a new gated community comprising 380 apartments, 
townhouses and penthouses across two striking towers. This scheme also incorporated the Black 
Friar, a Grade II-listed public house that ceased trading in the late 2000s and became a target for 
theft and vandalism, but has since been repurposed as a gateway entrance for the ‘Local Blackfriars’ 
scheme.

INTRODUCTION

Aerial view across the ‘Local Crescent’ site in 2018, showing archaeological remains 
that were excavated at an early stage in the construction of the development 

(© Rick Hulme 90degrees)

Th e abandoned Black Friar public house in 2017 (above), and the 
refurbished building in 2019 (below)
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Chapel Street (known originally as Sergeant Street) was established during the medieval period and 
was one of the main thoroughfares in Salford prior to the industrialisation and rapid expansion of 
the town from the late 18th century onwards. The earliest plan of the town, dating to around 1650, 
depicts the historic layout of Salford, occupying a meander in the River Irwell. Salford flourished 
as a trading centre throughout this period, with timber-framed buildings lining the main streets 
and long, narrow tracts of land known as burgage plots to the rear.

The area surrounding the historic core of Salford retained its semi-rural character until the late 
18th century, when it started to be subsumed by rapid urban growth; tracts of land were built 
upon to accommodate entrepreneurs who were seeking to live relatively close to their town-centre 
businesses, together with cheaper housing for the large number of migrants who moved to the 
town to serve the new industries. Grids of new streets were laid out, and these soon became densely 
packed with terraces of workers’ housing interspersed with shops and small industrial buildings. 
The line of Chapel Street extended beyond the medieval core, with small communities such as 
those at White Cross Bank, Bank Parade and The Crescent flourishing along its route. The typical 
street pattern comprised large properties and commercial premises lining the main thoroughfares 
along Chapel Street, Greengate, White Cross Bank, Bolton Street, George Street and The Crescent, 
whilst the back streets were in-filled by poorly constructed workers’ housing.

The most exaggerated example of this type of street pattern was 
excavated at the Local Crescent development site, where large 
Georgian houses dominated the street frontage by the early 19th 
century, with some fine examples still existing. Elaborate gardens 
were situated to the front and to the rear of some of these properties, 
forming a buffer between the wealthy residents and the less affluent 
that lived immediately to the south, hidden from the gaze of 
travellers along The Crescent and Chapel Street. Various forms of 
workers’ housing existed along the neighbouring small side streets 
and courts. The archaeological excavations at Gore Street and Local 
Crescent uncovered the remains of some of the poorest housing 
in the form of single-room cellar dwellings, which were in stark 
contrast to the large properties excavated along the street frontage. 

Several 19th-century social commentators and reformers documented the appalling living and 
working conditions that people endured in Salford, although very few provide detailed accounts of 
the actual buildings that they lived in, and illustrations from the period focus on the more pleasant 
aspects of the landscape. Archaeological work carried out at the four development sites discussed 
in this booklet, however, provide an insight into the development and form of 18th- and 19th-
century workers’ housing.

Development along Chapel Street shown on William Green’s map of 1787-94
A view of Broken Bank on the River Irwell drawn by W Westall in 1830, showing some of the buildings lining Th e 

Crescent, and the newly erected St. Philip’s Church 

Th e impressive terrace along the south side 
of Th e Crescent that dates to c 1820
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The density of buildings along Chapel Street is captured vividly on 20th-century aerial photographs. 
By that date, however, many of the 19th-century buildings had become dilapidated, and others 
cleared to allow new development. Significant demolition works were carried out along Gore Street, 
for instance, to make way for the northern railway viaduct, which was built in 1894 alongside the 
existing viaducts that served Salford Central and Manchester Victoria stations. Similarly, a swathe 
of workers’ housing surrounding the Black Friar public house were demolished in the early 20th 
century to enable a new engineering works to be built, although significant elements of the 19th-
century townscape survived until the end of the century.

Redevelopment projects implemented in the 21st 
century have given Salford a new lease of life by 
providing accommodation for existing residents 
and new communities, which will in turn boost the 
economic growth of businesses, and enhance the 
historic environment. The four schemes discussed 
in this booklet were all preceded by archaeological 
investigations undertaken by Salford Archaeology. 
These comprised open-area excavations across the 
four development sites targeting discrete areas where 
known archaeological remains survived. During the 
excavations, the footprints of numerous dwellings 
were uncovered, which were associated with several 
phases of development. A variety of housing types 
were exposed, including rows of back-to-backs, single-
depth dwellings, and terraced houses, along with larger 
properties for middle-class residents. The earliest 
surviving structure dated to at least 1745, and was 
excavated at Gore Street.

Aerial view across the Salford city centre in 1930, showing the development along Chapel Street

Gore Street development nearing completion in 
2020

View of some of the workers’ housing excavated on Gore StreetHistoric buildings fronting Chapel Street that occupied the Gore Street development site in the 1970s

N
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The earliest archaeological evidence in the area appears to have been focused along the River 
Irwell, most noticeably on the Manchester side, with prehistoric activity confined to the higher 
and better-drained areas overlooking the river. The discovery of prehistoric artefacts has been 
concentrated in two areas: Castlefield, where a few Mesolithic to Bronze Age stone tools, and 
Bronze or Iron Age pottery have been found; and in the vicinity of Manchester Cathedral.

In comparison, land on the Salford side of the river is low 
lying, and may have been less attractive for early settlement 
as there is limited evidence for prehistoric activity in the 
vicinity. However, a fragment of worked flint was discovered 
by archaeologists at Greengate in 2005, providing good 
evidence for prehistoric tool use in Salford. In the wider 
area, flint tools of probable Mesolithic date (10,000 - 3500 
BC) have also been discovered at Nook Farm on the north-
eastern edge of Chat Moss, and during an excavation in 
2012 at Barton. Evidence for human activity around Salford 
during the Neolithic period (3500 - 2200 BC) is similarly 
attested by the discovery of flint tools on Kersal Moor and 
during the construction of Irwell House in the 19th century, 
whilst a Bronze Age cinerary urn uncovered at Broughton 
Park in 1873 may have been part of a barrow.

Roman settlement in the area was centred on the Roman fort of 
Mamucium at Castlefield, which was established in the 1st century 
and continued to be occupied until the late 4th century. An extensive 
network of Roman roads connected Mamucium with other forts and 
settlements across the region, including a road to Wigan that followed 
a course on the Salford side of the River Irwell. The alignment of this 
road is reported to have still been visible as a linear earthwork in the 
18th and 19th centuries, close to the modern Old Eccles Road.

Whilst Salford lay beyond the periphery of Mamucium, fragments of Roman pottery were 
discovered during an archaeological excavation on Greengate in 2005, and part of a mortarium 
bowl was recovered from an excavation at the adjacent Bull’s Head site at Greengate in 1986. These 
fragments of pottery testify to at least a low-level of Roman activity in Salford.

THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF SALFORD

Mesolithic fl int blade excavated at Barton 
in 2012

Part of a Bronze Age pot containing 
cremated bone, found at Broughton Park

After the collapse of formal 
Roman administration in 
the 5th century, many of 
the established forts and 
associated settlements 
were abandoned. The 
following centuries are 
often referred to as the 
‘Dark Ages’, reflecting the 
shortage of literary sources 
and cultural output from 
Western Europe. The area 
is likely to have been a 
sparsely populated and 
isolated part of the country, 
demonstrated by a lack of 
archaeological evidence for 
this period. After several 
centuries of Germanic 
and Danish immigration, 
new identities and cultures 
began to emerge. It was 
during this period that 
Salford acquired its place 
name, originally deriving 
from the Saxon word 
‘Sealhford’ meaning ‘ford 
by the willows’.

Salford had been established as a royal manor before the Norman Conquest of 1066 and was the 
head of a large administrative district known as a hundred. The area stretched from the Mersey to 
Rossendale, with the historic centre of Salford being confined by a bend in the River Irwell and the 
two main roads, Chapel Street and Greengate. The Domesday Survey of 1086 provides the earliest 
description of the Salford Hundred, recording that King Edward held the manor in 1066 when it 
contained much forest and was divided into 21 berewicks. There is also reference to a royal hall, 
which may have been on the site of the later Salford Hall that stood on Chapel Street, close to the 
bridge across the River Irwell.

John Speed’s Map of Lancashire of 1610, showing the extent of the Salford Hundred
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Salford’s economy was based primarily on 
agriculture during the medieval period, and 
crops such as oats, barley, wheat and beans 
were grown extensively. In 1228, Henry III 
granted the town the right to hold a market and 
annual fair and, by 1230, Ranulf de Blundeville, 
Earl of Chester, had granted the charter by 
which the town became a free borough. A 
Borough Court was established in the market 
place, where decisions regarding the burgesses 
were discussed. The burgesses were free from 
toll at markets and fairs, but were obliged to 
grind corn at the earl’s mills and bake bread 
in his ovens. Salford’s status as a free borough 
encouraged an influx of prominent families, 
and by the late medieval period, Salford had 
over 30 manors within a five mile radius, 
including Ordsall Hall and Byrom Hall.

Excavations in recent years have started 
to unearth, for the first time, the 
physical evidence of medieval Salford, 
in the form of stone buildings such as a 
bakehouse, burgage boundary ditches, 
wells and refuse pits. Excavations 
on Greengate in 2004-05 revealed 
two large rubbish pits that contained 
fragments of 13th- and 14th-century 
pottery, a leather archer’s bracer, and a 
ditch forming the boundary between 
two burgages. Part of a medieval bake 
house, together with several pits, were 
discovered at 12-16 Chapel Street in 
2014, whilst ditches uncovered during 
excavations at Clowes Street in 2015 
may have marked the edge of the late 
medieval town. 

Medieval pits excavated at the junction of Greengate and Gravel 
Lane in 2004-05 (courtesy of GMAAS)

An illustration of the market place in Salford produced by John Ralston in 
the early 19th century, featuring the market cross

The textile trade in Salford had been comparatively small throughout the medieval period compared 
to the town’s thriving trade in agricultural produce. By the 16th century, however, subsistence 
farming was increasingly supplemented by the spinning and weaving of wool and linen, leading 
to the growth of an important cottage-based textile industry. Despite the introduction of cotton 
to south-east Lancashire in the first half of the 17th century, which ultimately led to Manchester’s 
rise as a leading centre for the production of cotton goods, Salford retained its role as a regional 
distribution centre for traditional textiles, such as woollen goods and linen, which was traded in 
the cloth hall on Greengate.

The first plan of Salford, dating to c. 1650, shows that the township continued to be centred on 
Sergeant Street and Greengate. The map also depicts Sacred Trinity Church, originally called 
Chapel, which resulted in the street changing its name to Chapel Street. The church was completed 
in 1635, although the majority of the present building dates to 1752, with restorations taking place 
in 1874-7. Adjacent to the church is the site of the former flat iron market.

Plan of Salford in c. 1650

Legend: 1. Chapel (Sergeant) Street 2. Greengate 3. Gravel Lane 4. Cross and Market Street 5. Court House 
6. Sacred Trinity Church
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The onset of rapid industrialisation in the 18th century resulted in a massive expansion of the 
town’s population. The first evidence for an increase in Salford’s population was recorded in 1717, 
when available figures demonstrate that 503 families were residents in the town. This figure had 
more than doubled to 1099 families by 1773-4, when the first accurate census of the population 
was undertaken. 

Cartographers Russell Casson and John Berry produced four successive maps of Salford from 1741 
to 1751, providing the earliest detailed surveys of the town. The maps depict Salford expanding 
from its historic medieval core, along the lines of Chapel Street and further along Greengate, 
capturing the town’s transition into an industrial urban townscape. Casson and Berry’s map of 
1745 shows that Chapel Street (named Salford Street on the map), Greengate and Gravel Lane 
were lined with buildings, each with a yard to the rear of the property, along with long rectangular 
allotments plots. 

A few buildings with small enclosed garden plots to the rear are also shown lining the south side of 
what later became known as The Crescent, forming a hamlet in the area marked on later mapping 
at White Cross. This is likely to have taken its name from a cross of white stone that marked 
the 1 mile distance point from Manchester, and is thought to have been important as it was not 
constructed of red sandstone of the district, but an imported white stone.

THE BEGINNING OF URBANISATION

Casson and Berry’s map of 1745, showing the historic core of Salford

N

Whitworth’s depiction of Manchester and Salford, dating to 1734 © Chetham’s library

Casson and Berry’s map also marks a ‘kay’ on the south bank of the River Irwell, denoting the quay 
and wharfing facilities established by the Mersey & Irwell Navigation Company. This company was 
founded in 1721 with the explicit intention of providing a navigable route from the Mersey estuary 
to Salford and Manchester by improving the course of the River Irwell and the River Mersey. Work 
began in 1724, and required the construction of eight locks between Manchester and Warrington, 
beyond which the River Mersey was tidal. The course of the navigation was straightened as much 
as possible by creating new cuttings to bypass large loops and meanders in the rivers. Woolston Old 
Cut, for instance, was only half a mile long and yet it avoided over two miles of the winding river 
course at Thelwall. The navigation was completed in around 1734, opening up trade to Salford and 
Manchester from the expanding port of Liverpool.

The quay shown on Casson and Berry’s map was established on the Manchester side of the river in 
1735 by Edward Byrom, a wealthy fustian dealer and one of the proprietors of the Mersey & Irwell 
Navigation Company. This quay had a river frontage of 136 yards, and had wharfage facilities for 
boats of up to 50 tons. Another quay was built on the opposite side of the River Irwell in 1755 
in order to secure the Salford trade. This was established further upstream to the wharf on the 
Manchester side of the river, and was connected to Chapel Street by Quay Street.

The navigation provided an efficient means of transporting bulk loads of goods, and was an 
important stimulus to the industrialisation of Salford and Manchester. The characteristic vessels that 
plied the navigation were known as ‘Mersey Flats’. These were sailed whenever conditions allowed, 
but when the wind was unfavourable they were hauled by teams of men known as bankhauliers, 
although horses were eventually deployed once proper towpaths had been built along the banks 
of the navigation. Typically, two horses per vessel were used, and they were changed at regular 
intervals. 
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The second half of the 18th century was characterised by significant advances in waterborne 
infrastructure, and particularly the expansion of the canal network. The earliest of these was the 
Bridgewater Canal, the first true industrial canal in the world, which was completed between 
Worsley and Castlefield by 1765. This demonstrated the commercial advantages of an inland 
waterway, and gave a further impetus to industrial development in Manchester and Salford.

The success of the Bridgewater Canal acted as a catalyst for the construction of numerous 
other canals, including the Manchester, Bolton & Bury Canal. This was authorised by an Act 
of Parliament in May 1791, and significant sections of the canal were completed by 1796. From 
its original terminus at a large basin at Oldfield Road in Salford, the canal extended north-west 
through Pendleton, Agecroft and Ringley to Prestolee, between Kearsley and Little Lever, from 
where one arm ran to Bolton and another to Bury. A proposal was put forward in 1799 to extend 
the canal from Oldfield Road in Salford to link with the Rochdale Canal in Manchester via an 
aqueduct across the River Irwell. This proposal was turned down, so in 1808 a flight of five locks was 
constructed at Middlewood, linking the Oldfield Road basin with the River Irwell near Castlefield. 
Most of the traffic along the canal transported coal from the many collieries that existed along 
its length, including those at Agecroft, Pendleton, Outwood and Ladyshore. The canal also ran a 
successful series of passenger boats, which commenced operation in October 1796 and expanded 
to carry approximately 60,000 passengers a year.

Aerial view across Salford in 1933, showing the River Irwell and the Manchester, Bolton & Bury Canal 

The introduction of canals was an important factor in the growth of Salford’s textile industry. The 
town’s early factories were water-powered and hence required a sufficient head of water to drive a 
waterwheel. The course of the River Irwell as it flows through the centre of Salford provided very 
few sites that were suitable for a water-powered factory, and thus the town’s earliest cotton mills 
were built on the fringe of the urban area where there was a good fall of water. One of these areas 
was in Pendleton, to the north of Salford, where William Douglas established one of Lancashire’s 
earliest water-powered mills in 1782. Another early water-powered mill was also opened in the 
same year by the partnership of Ackers, Beever & Co on the River Irwell at Broken Bank, to the 
west of Salford’s historic core.

The successful application of steam power to drive textile machinery in the late 1780s enabled 
factories to be sited independent of a watercourse, and cotton mills began to be established closer 
to the town centre, where supplies of labour and coal were more readily available. The first steam-
powered cotton mill in Salford was the Salford Twist Mill, which was opened in 1791. This was 
one of the first ‘fireproof ’ mills in the country, with internal cast-iron columns and beams that 
supported brick-vaulted ceilings. It is also reputed to have been the first mill to have used gas 
lighting, which was installed in 1806. This system was also used to illuminate Chapel Street, which 
became the first street in the United Kingdom to be lit by gas.

Although Salford followed a similar pattern of industrial development as Manchester, it never 
evolved into a commercial centre, as most firms preferred to locate their warehouses on the 
Manchester side of the Irwell.

Engraving of Ackers, Beever & Co’s Bank Mill, taken from Bradshaw’s Manchester Journal of 1841
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Salford continued to expand rapidly during the 
last decades of the 18th century and, by 1801, the 
town had a population of 13,600. New industries 
attracted migrants from the surrounding 
countryside and farther afield, particularly 
Ireland and Scotland, seeking employment 
opportunities. Available figures suggest that 
Salford had a population of 70,000 by 1842, 
which had more than doubled by 1899 reaching 
220,000. Despite the demand for labour in the 
industrialising town, wages were very low and 
in many cases only just covered the cost of basic 
subsistence.

The unpredicted growth of the population 
required mass housing to accommodate the 
influx of workers. Back-to-back terraced houses 
were built in great numbers to resolve the 
housing shortage from the late 18th century 
onwards, although an acute shortfall persisted, 
resulting in multiple-occupancy dwellings 
and families inhabiting cellars. Many of these 
properties lacked adequate light, ventilation and 
drainage, leading to the emergence of the word 
‘slum’ during the late 1820s.

The appalling living conditions of the working 
population were criticised by social commentators 
at the time. Writing in the early 1830s, Friedrich 
Engles noted that ‘All Salford is built in courts or 
narrow lanes, so narrow, that they remind me of 
the narrowest I have ever seen…The narrow side 
lanes and courts of Chapel Street, Greengate and 
Gravel Lane have certainly never been cleansed 
since they were built’. 

WORKERS’ HOUSING

Workers’ housing published in the Pictorial Times in 1847

Plots of land within Salford were at a premium and were often developed to maximum capacity, 
creating dense concentrations of buildings. The majority of workers’ houses in the centre of Salford 
were built on backyard plots, or allotments, to the rear of better-quality buildings that lined the 
main thoroughfares. This masking of the later inferior dwellings behind earlier superior properties 
has been seen on a number of sites along Chapel Street and at The Crescent. 

Private property developers tended to build workers’ housing as they saw an opportunity to 
capitalise on the explosion of workers flocking to Salford and Manchester. As a result, they built 
the dwellings quickly and cheaply to make economies where possible. This notion is supported 
in the archaeological record, which demonstrates that workers’ housing are often characterised 
by a lack of building materials used to construct the dwellings. Typically, one-course wide walls 
of hand-made bricks bonded with lime mortar demarcated external walls while single-skin walls 
formed partitions between rooms and separate properties. This standard form of construction was 
evident at the excavated remains of workers’ housing at all four development sites.

Extract from the Ordnance Survey Town Plan of 1851, showing the density of workers’ houses to the rear of the Chapel 
Street frontage in the centre of Salford (all potential workers’ housing is highlighted in orange)
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Back-to-back houses were 
built as cheaply as possible, 
sharing three party walls 
with other houses. The front 
of the house had the only 
windows and door for lighting 
and ventilation. Multiple 
households shared privies 
and water supplies, which led 
to poor levels of health and 
hygiene, and contributed to 
high mortality rates in slum 
areas.

The public health inquest 
of 1840 recognised that 
this form of housing was 
unacceptable. Pressure groups 
such as the Manchester and 
Salford Sanitary Association 
campaigned for social and 
housing reform, and gradually 
legislation was introduced 
to improve atrocious living 
conditions. 

The first local act, Manchester 
Borough Police Act of 1844, 
required that all houses should 
have a properly built privy 
installed. To meet this new 
requirement, partition walls in back-to-back houses were demolished to form ‘through’ houses, or 
the dwelling to the rear was demolished in order to give the remaining house a backyard and air to 
ventilate the house. This was followed by legislation in 1853, which sought to ban cellar dwellings, 
resulting in a gradual decline of inhabited cellars. When the Public Health Act of 1875 was passed, 
local governments banned the construction of new back-to-back houses, which were replaced by 
bye-law terraced houses.

Section of three-storey back-to-back houses with cellars

Archaeological evidence revealed during the 
excavation of workers’ housing at the four case 
studies has verified the implementation of new 
legislation at some, if not most properties. 
Modifications to the dwellings included 
blocking access into cellars and bricking-up 
fireplaces, usually constructed using hand-
made bricks and black mortar. Hard black ash 
mortar superseded lime based mortars at some 
time during the 1860s, providing an earliest 
possible date for this abandonment of the 
cellars. Excavation of early 19th-century houses 
along Chapel Street, however, showed that 
some cellar dwellings continued to be inhabited 
illegally, implying that a shortage of affordable 
housing persisted. 

Some of the working population could not 
afford to rent a house but could pay to lodge, 
with perhaps a relative or family friend. 
The Census returns for the four case studies 
indicate that taking in lodgers was a common 
occurrence, presumably because it provided an 
extra source of income or at least subsidised the 
rent of the house.

Alternative sleeping arrangements could 
be sought at one of the many disreputable 
lodging houses that were opened in the 19th 
century. Lodging houses were notorious for 
overcrowding, often requiring strangers to 
share beds, in order to cram as many paying 
customers into the premises as possible. The 
facilities in lodging houses were no better than 
those found in the workhouse, and were often 
insanitary places riddled with vermin and 
disease. 

Lodging house in Manchester 

Interior of a lodging house in Manchester
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The Public Health Act of 1848 empowered the local 
board of health to make bye-laws to regulate common 
lodging houses. This included fixing a maximum number 
of lodgers permitted to sleep in each house, promoting 
cleanliness and ventilation, and ensuring the segregation 
of male and females. These powers were extended to 
local authorities in the Common Lodging Houses Act of 
1851. The Public Health Act of 1875 enforced all lodging 
houses to be registered and inspected. A lodging house 
was recorded at Gore Street in 1901, implying that this 
type of accommodation persisted locally into the 20th 
century. 

There was growing concern during the late 19th 
century about the living conditions of single working 
people, forced to live in privately owned lodgings. 
Benevolent organisations and councils around the 
country began building model lodging houses to 
provide accommodation for single men and in some 
cases single women. Salford Model Lodging House, 
situated on Bloom Street, was opened in 1893, and was 
the first of its kind in the country. The building provided 
accommodation for up to 285 men, some of which lived 
there for 20 years. The building still stands today, and 
has been transformed into apartments.

Some model workers’ housing was also erected in 
anticipation of slum clearance, with an early example 
being the ‘Salford Improved Industrial Dwellings’. These 
were built in 1870 by a model dwellings company, which 
was part of a group of private companies that sought to 
improve the housing conditions of the working classes 
by building new homes, whilst receiving a competitive 
rate of return on any investment. The dwellings were 
constructed in two parallel blocks, each four-storeys 
high, and contained 62 separate tenements and two 
shops that were joined by a gateway fitted with iron gates.

Model lodging house that opened in 1893 on Bloom 
Street, Salford

LS Lowry’s ‘Entrance to the Dwellings’, painted 
in 1933, showing the Salford Improved Industrial 

Dwellings as viewed from Greengate

Sanitation clearly persisted as an issue throughout 
the 19th century, and in 1870 the River’s Pollution 
Commissioner reported that ‘privies and ashpits are 
continually to be seen full to overflowing and as filthy 
as can be… these middens are cleaned out whenever 
notice is given that they need it, probably once half-
yearly on an average, by a staff of night-men with their 
attendant carts’. The sewage system in Manchester and 
Salford had become inadequate for the ever-increasing 
population, although pail and flush toilets gradually 
replaced midden closets from 1877 onwards.

The installation of privies and ceramic drains, and in 
some instances hot water boilers, were evident in the 
excavation at all four case studies. Drains were often 
incorporated into the flooring of cellar dwellings, 
extending away from the properties. Interestingly, an 
improved form of workers’ house was excavated at 
The Crescent. Although the property only comprised 
a single room on the ground floor and first floor, it was 
built with its own yard and privy at an early date.

In addition to the remains of poor-quality workers’ housing, 
the archaeological excavations also revealed the foundations 
of some of the larger and better-built properties that had 
fronted the main streets, often concealing the squalor at the 
rear. Many of these properties had formed small workshops 
and commercial buildings with residential accommodation on 
the upper floors. Such houses were evident at the excavation 
of Gore Street, Trinity Way and The Crescent. Houses fronting 
The Crescent retained large ornate garden plots to the rear 
and continued to attract middle-class residents, whereas 
properties along Bolton Street and Bury Street became 
unattractive as they were situated closer to the heavily polluted 
centre of the town. Some of the larger properties were divided 
into smaller more affordable dwellings, while 17 Bolton Street 
was converted into a lodging house in the later 19th century.

A late 19th-century ash closet

A late 19th-century hot water boiler, or 
‘copper’
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In 2017, UKLP Gore Street Ltd obtained planning 
consent to redevelop land bounded by Gore Street, 
Chapel Street and Trinity Way in Salford city 
centre, and erect 364 apartments in 3 blocks over 
a raised 2-storey podium and including 11 town 
houses. Development work was preceded by an 
archaeological excavation in 2017 that examined 
the foundations of three large blocks of workers’ 
housing and commercial buildings.

CHAPEL STREET

Amongst the earliest of the remains uncovered 
during the excavation were the well-preserved 
basements of two separate buildings on the 
Chapel Street frontage that are depicted on Casson 
and Berry’s map of 1745. The most complete 
cellar measured 4.5m by 3m, with the southern 
wall jutting out to form the foundations for a 
bow window. The walls survived to a height of 
1.67m, together with a large brick-built fireplace 
and chimney breast. Hand-made bricks laid in 
a herringbone pattern paved the floor, which 
continued through into an adjoining room that 
was 3.5m long and just 1.75m wide. The doorway 
into this room had been bricked-up during the 
early 19th century. 

The residents of the two properties are likely to 
have enjoyed a degree of affluence, reflected by 
some of the finds recovered from the excavation. 
With this in mind, the cellars may have formed 
servant quarters, with the larger room functioning 
as a kitchen, whilst the smaller room may have 
been used as a pantry. 

GORE STREET EXCAVATIONS

Excavation areas superimposed on Casson and Berry’s map of 
1745, showing the mid-18th-expansion of Salford along Chapel 

Street

Th e cellar of a building depicted on Casson and Berry’s map of 
1745, facing south

N

William Green’s survey of Manchester and Salford in 1787-
94 demonstrates that the area experienced significant 
development during the second half of the 18th century. 
While dashed lines mark the proposed new street patterns 
in neighbouring fields, the line of Bolton Street and 
Gore Street had already been firmly established. A large 
brewery occupied a plot at the junction of Gore Street and 
Bolton Street, and a row of houses later named Morris 
Street were constructed along a former field boundary 
situated directly to the south of the cellared buildings 
fronting Chapel Street.

The foundations of the 
rear wall of the houses 
along Morris Street were 
uncovered during the 
excavation. The houses 
were not cellared, and 
none of the internal floors 
survived, although part of 
an internal partition wall 
remained in-situ. This was 
a full-brick thick (0.24m 
wide) in contrast to the 
single-skin walls that were 
typical of 19th-century 
workers’ housing. The 
properties along Morris 
Street evidently remained 
in residential use through 
the 19th century, as they 
were advertised for let in 
the Manchester Courier 
and Lancashire Advertiser
in 1889 at a rent of 3s to 
3s 6d.

An 18th-century dark-glazed fi neware cup 
recovered from the excavation

Excavation areas superimposed on William Green’s survey of 1787-94 

N
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EARLY 19TH-CENTURY DEVELOPMENT

All the land off Gore Street was 
occupied by housing or industrial 
workshops by 1831. Blocks of 
houses were constructed on 
the back plots of houses that 
lined Chapel Street. These were 
accessed via a passageway, 
originally designed to give access 
to stabling, yards or privies, 
situated to the rear of properties.

The archaeological excavation 
exposed the remains of three 
single-depth cellared dwellings at 
Temple Place. These cellars had 
the same internal layout, each 
occupying an area of 4.3m by 

3.5m. They were accessed via a set of steps from the street, with no evidence to suggest that the 
cellars were connected internally to the ground floor, implying that they had been intended as 
separate dwellings. Each cellar contained a fireplace, and the floors were paved with flagstones. 
The external walls of the cellars were one-brick wide, and the internal partitions just a single-skin 
of bricks.

The first available Census data for Temple Place 
dates to 1861, which records three families 
(totalling 12 people) residing at No 11 Temple 
Place. Some of the occupants were from the local 
area, such as Hulme and Pendleton, while others 
had migrated from London, Derbyshire and 
Cheshire. The houses appear to have remained 
occupied until the 1940s, when they were 
replaced by a textile-machinery works, but the 
excavation provided no evidence to show that 
the dwellings had been improved at any point to 
conform to 19th-century housing legislation. 

40 m0

N

Bancks & Co’s plan of Manchester and Salford 1831

Th e excavated remains of a cellar dwelling on Temple 
Place

Bancks & Co’s map of 1831 is the first survey 
to show houses along Bolton Street, although 
a plot of 1053 superficial square yards of 
land fronting Bolton Street and Chapel 
Street was advertised for sale by auction for 
development in the Manchester Mercury as 
early as 1812. The cellars of two properties 
along Bolton Street were exposed during the 
excavation. 

The remains of No 9 Bolton Street comprised 
two cellar rooms, each covering a larger 
surface area than the small single-depth 
workers’ houses that were built subsequently 
to the rear. Each room contained a 
chimney breast, comprising an arch above 
a 2.4m-wide fireplace that survived to a 
height of 2.25m. Both fireplaces had been 
bricked-up, presumably when the cellars 
were abandoned as dwellings and put to new 
uses.

The corridor situated to the north of the 
cellars led to an entrance at the rear of the 
building that provided access from street 
level. The entrance comprised two sets of 
stairs built using flagstones set above two 
courses of hand-made brick. A flagged 
passageway was situated between the two 
sets of stairs. A later window light measuring 
2.9m by 0.3m, constructed from hand-made 
bricks and black mortar, was built into the 
passageway. As a result, the passageway 
only measured 0.40m, obscuring the path to 
the second set of stairs. It is likely that the 
window light was added in the later 19th 
century to improve lighting and ventilation.

Th e excavated remains of a cellar on Bolton Street

Staircase leading down into a cellar on Bolton Street, showing 
the later window light built into the stair passage
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Early 19th-century documentary sources imply that Bolton 
Street was occupied by commercial properties and middle-
class occupants. A newspaper article printed in 1828 reported 
the ‘reopening of Mr Pitt’s academy for dancing and fencing 
at 14 Bolton Street’. Mr Pitt had also written a book entitled 
Instructions in Etiquette, which provided directions for 
propriety of behaviour in places of worship, at the table, in 
company and life in general. The presence of such an academy 
confirms that Bolton Street briefly attracted middle-class 
residents.

Entries in trade directories for the 1830s suggest that the 
southernmost house on Bolton Street, No 16, was still 
occupied by a brewer and that the adjacent property, No 
15, was a temperance coffee house. In 1835, Bolton Street 
accommodated the venue for the first meeting of the 
Temperance Society, which later became the Independent 
Order of Rechabites, the world’s first teetotal and friendly 
society.

40 m0

N

Plan of the excavated remains superimposed on the Ordnance Survey Town Plan of 1851

A postcard of 1910 celebrating the 
Independent Order of Rechabites 

The Census returns for 1851 similarly demonstrate 
that several middle-class families lived on Bolton 
Street, with those residing at Nos 3, 5 and 7 each 
employing one to two servants. Occupations 
listed in the Census included a cashier, a brewer, a 
lithographic artist, a machine-maker, a proprietor 
of houses and an undergraduate surgeon. Historical 
and archaeological data combined implies that the 
cellars were inhabited initially by servants, the 
front room used for storing and preparing food 
(scullery), while the rear room will have been used 
as a bedroom, heated by the inclusion of a second 
fireplace.

Some of the properties along Chapel Street were redeveloped between 1831 and 1851, with several 
outbuildings or privies constructed to the rear, and Walker’s Place was constructed to the north 
of Temple Place. Physical remains of these buildings had been largely removed during demolition 
in the 20th century, although the fragmentary foundations of the rear wall of the buildings along 
Chapel Street were uncovered. The majority of these walls were between one brick and one and a 
half bricks wide.

The first available 
Census returns for 
Chapel Street date 
to 1861, giving an 
insight into the 
social class of people 
living in the area. 
Professions associated 
with the addresses 
that fall within the site 
boundary included 
hairdressers, painters, 
shoemakers, a fruiter, 
a tobacconist and a 
confectioner and a 
joiner.

Southern walls of houses that lined Chapel Street 

Chapel Street shop frontages in the mid-20th century
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Numerous ceramic drainpipes and, presumably 
an earlier, stone-lined culvert extended from the 
properties along Chapel Street. The installation 
of ceramic drains into flagged floor was evident 
throughout the site.

Campaigns for public hygiene and improved 
water supplies initiated sanitary reform and 
improvements during the mid to late 19th century, 
which is likely to have been associated with the 
installation of improved drainage at the site.

Concern over public hygiene was one of the 
drivers behind attempts to establish public baths 
in Salford, which can be traced to 1835 with a 
proposal to build baths on Peru Street, although 
this was never enacted. It was almost another 
20 years before the Manchester and Salford 
Baths & Laundries Company was formed, which 
sponsored the construction of the first public 
baths. These were built on Collier Street, off 
Greengate, to a design by Thomas Worthington, 
one of Manchester’s leading architects. The baths 
opened in 1860, and housed first- and second-
class swimming pools, together with slipper and 
vapour baths. They were the only public baths 
in Salford until the 1880s, when Blackfriar Road 
Baths opened, followed by Pendleton Baths, with 
Broughton Baths and Regent Road Baths opening 
in 1891 and 1892 respectively.

Spiritual well-being was an important 
consideration in the industrial town in addition to 
the physical health of the working population, and 
numerous non-conformist places of worship were 
established in Salford during the 19th century to 
supplement those of the established church.

Excavated remains of a ceramic drainpipe inserted 
into an earlier stone-capped culvert

Greengate Baths on Collier Street in 2007

SWEDENBORGIANS AND THE NEW JERUSALEM TEMPLE

In September 1813, a Swedenborgian chapel known as the New Jerusalem Temple and its 
associated graveyard was established on a plot of land bounded by Bolton Street and Irwell 
Street. Swedenborgians draw their beliefs from the teachings of Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-
1772), a Swedish philosopher and scientist. The movement spread through preaching to local 
communities and by publishing leaflets, with Manchester and Salford becoming an early centre 
for Swedenborgians in England in the late 18th century. 

The first Swedenborgian 
church in Manchester 
was founded on Peter 
Street in 1793, where the 
Reverend William Cowherd 
preached. In 1800, Cowherd 
established a Swedenborgian 
congregation in Salford, 
building the new chapel 
on King Street at his own 
expense. Believing that 
ministers should maintain 
themselves, he conducted 
a school and practised as 
a physician from time to 
time. However, Cowherd 
split from the Swedenborgians in 1809, and adopted the title of Bible Christian for his branch in 
Salford. The New Jerusalem Temple was established by the Swedenborgians in Irwell Street shortly 
afterwards as a replacement for the chapel of King Street, although the latter remained in use until 
the mid-1860s.

The New Jerusalem Temple was designed by James White, and cost £2,000 to build. The first 
burial took place nine days later, when John Walker of nearby Griffin Court died of scarlet fever 
aged seven years and eight months. Interments continued until 1855, by which date there was 
an estimated 25,000 burials in the graveyard. The graveyard was subject to initial archaeological 
investigation in 2017, which uncovered five burials that were cut into the bedrock at a depth of 3m. 
The excavation also confirmed that most of the burials had been relocated to Agecroft Cemetery 
in Salford during a road-widening scheme for Trinity Way in 1990.

Drawing of New Jerusalem Temple on Bolton Street by Th omas Goyder in 1827
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As well as providing 
spiritual guidance, the 
churches fulfilled the 
essential role of burying 
the dead. There were 
numerous 19th-century 
graveyards in Salford in 
addition to that at the 
New Jerusalem Temple on 
Irwell Street. Whilst some 
of these have been cleared 
in advance of modern 
development, others have 
survived intact. 

One such example is the 
graveyard on King Street 
that served William 
Cowherd’s Swedenborgian 
chapel. Whilst dedicated 
plots were provided in 
the churchyard for the 
congregation, free public 
burials were also offered 
to the poor.

It is thought that 
interments continued 
until the mid-1850s, and 
it has been estimated that 
around 30,000 people 
were eventually buried 
there. The chapel was 
demolished in the 1930s, 
and the site was used 
subsequently as a car park.

The site of the King 
Street Chapel was 
subject to limited 
archaeological work in 
2019, in advance of the 
land being regenerated 
as a new public park. 
The work was intended 
to establish whether 
any foundations of the 
chapel and the ledger 
stones covering the 
graves survived in-situ, 
and at what depth, to 
ensure that they were 
not disturbed during 
the creation of the new 
park.

In total, 644 ledger 
stones were uncovered, 
and whilst none of these 
were lifted, it is assumed
that they sealed intact 
burials. A few trenches 
placed across the 
footprint of the chapel 
confirmed that the 
foundations of the 
building also survived 
intact. Excavation also 
confirmed that the 
pauper’s burial ground 
had been immediately 
to the east of the 
churchyard.

Th e excavated remains of the King Street Chapel and the ledger stones across the churchyard
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The Census returns for 1861 record three properties along Walker’s Place. One of these housed 
two families, with a total of six people, indicating that one family occupied the cellar while the 
other occupied the rest of the house. The occupants of the other two houses had taken in lodgers, 
presumably to subsidise their income. Most of the residents on Walker’s Place at his time worked 
in the textile-finishing industry, and including a porter at a bleach works and a pattern designer.

The Census returns for Bolton Street for 1861 show a similar trend towards letting spare rooms 
to subsidise household income. Three out of the six houses within the excavation area had started 
housing lodgers. This appears to coincide with a decline in middle-class residents on Bolton Street. 
For instance, the Haynes family, living at No 7 Bolton Street, housed up to eight lodgers, both 
male and female, ranging in age from 17 to 47, two of which were from Ireland and Scotland. The 
head of the household, James Haynes, worked as a labourer and lived with his wife and two young 
children. The Census returns also imply that one of the larger properties along Bolton Street had 
been divided into two separate dwellings, as they were occupied by two different families.

LATER 19TH-CENTURY DEVELOPMENT

The Ordnance Survey Town Plan of 1851 depicts 
the addition of two properties along Walker’s Place, 
immediately to the rear of Temple Place, forming 
back-to-back houses. One of these houses contained 
a cellar that was used as a dwelling. This was similar 
in form to those along Temple Place, comprising 
one-brick wide external walls, single-skin partition 
walls and a staircase at the front of the building, 
which provided access from street level. A chimney 
breast also survived, along with the remains of a 
rectangular brick-lined structure, surviving within 
the floor of hand-made bricks. 

The adjacent house was not cellared, and had been largely destroyed by demolition works. The 
only surviving remains of this building were the foundations of the four walls that demarcated the 
property, but the floor and all internal features had been removed.

Excavated remains of a mid-19th-century cellar 
dwelling on Walker’s Place 

Th e foundations of a dwelling on Walker’s Place without a cellar Census returns: Temple Place and Bolton Street 1861
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Large houses intended for more affluent 
residents were also erected in the area 
during the 19th century, although some 
of the newly built properties failed to 
attracted middle-class residents who 
were probably dissuaded by the location. 
This resulted in the houses being sub-
divided into smaller dwellings and 
rented to less well-off families; the 
Census returns for 1871 indicate that 
the middle-class residents had moved 
away from Bolton Street, presumably to 
escape the pollution and overcrowding 
in the town centre.

The 1901 Census returns record No 
17 Bolton Street as a lodging house, 
providing accommodation for 24 males. 
The occupants ranged in age from 24 to 
60, and half were employed as general 
labourers. Other occupants worked as 
greengrocers, cabinet makers, colliers, 
pattern cord makers and a coach painter. 
Some of the lodgers were from the local 
area, while others had come from all 
over the United Kingdom, including 
Ireland, Birmingham, Wolverhampton, 
Sheffield, Shrewsbury, Rochester, 
Bradford and St Helens. 

The 1911 Census demonstrates that the 
property remained in use as a lodging 
house, occupied by 23 lodgers, along 
with the lodging housekeeper, Hannah 
Livesey and her daughter. All of the lodgers were male, and most had been born in Salford or 
Manchester and were employed as labourers, although one was a gardener from Belfast and 
another a hawker from London.

Well-appointed houses along Bolton Street in the early 20th century

GORE STREET NEWS ITEMS

Local newspapers recorded many events 
that took place in Salford, involving 
people that lived in the excavated houses. 
One of earliest newspaper articles to 
mention the streets in the Gore Street 
study area dates to 1848 and records the 
arrest of 46 Chartists and confederates 
for conspiracy in Manchester, one of 
which was James Flynn, aged 28 of 
Beck Street, Salford, although originally 
from Ireland. Chartism was a working-
class movement, which emerged in 
1836, advocating better social and 
industrial conditions with the main aim 
to gain political rights and influence for 
working-class people.

Other articles give an insight into recurring crimes 
that took place, such as the theft of a horse and trap 
owned by Rochdale Canal Company and valued at £33 
that was stolen off Temple Place, and the robbery of 
40 yards of cashmere and a blanket from the property 
of Messrs Harvey & Co, drapers and hosiers of Chapel 
Street. The goods were stolen from the premises during 
a fire at the building by Thomas Dagnall, aged 16 and 
his mother Mary Dagnall, living at No 22 Morris Street. 
Thomas Dagnall was sent to a Catholic Protection 
and Rescue Society, while his mother was sent to one 
month’s hard labour in prison. Other cases included 
George White of Morris Street who was accused of 
stealing a large quantity of horse fittings from the Old 
Trafford Liberal Club. Some offenders are likely to A 
petty thief being apprehended have been incarcerated 
in New Bailey Prison, which was built less than 100m 
to the south-east of Gore Street in 1787.

A Chartist meeting in the 1840s

A petty thief being apprehended
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The modern thoroughfares of 
Trinity Way and Blackfriars Road lie 
a short distance to the north of Gore 
Street and Chapel Street. William 
Green’s survey of 1787-94 shows 
this part of Salford to have retained 
a semi-rural prospect on the fringe 
of the settlement, although the map 
captures the area on the cusp of 
rapid expansion. A grid of proposed 
streets is shown on Green’s map, 
indicating that development was 
anticipated. One of the landowners 
identified on Green’s map is John 
Bury, an affluent timber merchant, 
who resided nearby.

The area had been transformed into a developed urban townscape by the mid-1820s, dominated 
by tracts of workers’ houses, together with some commercial and industrial buildings. Whilst there 
were overarching similarities in the typology of the houses in the area, historical mapping shows 
that there was an array of slightly different forms and approaches to use of space, reflecting the 
piecemeal nature in which the land was developed.

Having served as a thriving residential area for 
over a century, however, most of the buildings 
were cleared during the mid-20th century. 
The area was beset with dilapidation by 2017, 
when Property (Done) Ltd secured planning 
consent to redevelop land at the junction of 
Trinity Way and Blackfriars Road, extending 
southwards to Bury Street. Known as Local 
Blackfriars, the scheme comprised two new 
apartment towers and the restoration of the 
vacant Black Friar public house, a derelict 
Grade II listed building.

LOCAL BLACKFRIARS, TRINITY WAY

Th e boundary of Local Blackfriars superimposed on William Green’s 
survey of 1787-94, showing the excavation area and Mr Bury’s residence

Local Blackfriars nearing completion in 2019
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Chapel Street

BURY STREET

A desk-based assessment 
was produced to support the 
planning application and 
concluded that the site had 
good potential to contain 
buried remains of workers’ 
housing of archaeological 
interest. This was confirmed 
via the excavation of a series 
of evaluation trenches, which 
exposed the well-preserved 
remains of workers’ houses 
dating to the early and mid-
19th century. This led to the full 
excavation of two larger areas 
by Salford Archaeology in June 
2017, which aimed to establish 
the plan form, chronology, and 
dating of the former houses.

The first excavation area 
targeted a block of terraced 
houses that had been built 
on Bury Street in 1820, and 
uncovered two well-preserved 
cellars that had originally 
formed two of a block of four 
buildings. Each cellar consisted 
of a front room measuring 4.2m 
by 3.1m, and a slightly larger 
back room that measured 4.2m 
by 3.95m. The front rooms 
were paved with flagstones, 
whilst the back rooms had 
brick floors.

Excavations areas superimposed on Bancks & Co’s map of 1831

One of the cellars on Bury Street excavated fully
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Both cellars had partially surviving stairwells in the eastern corner, affording access to the ground 
floor. Fireplaces had been built against the western walls of the front rooms in the cellars, whilst 
a doorway in the southern corner of both cellars appears to have been intended to provide access 
directly from Bury Street, but these had been blocked-up and the entrance converted to a storeroom. 
Cellar windows were set into the front walls next to the storeroom. At ground level to the rear of 
the buildings were the foundations for small and presumably single-storey outshuts.

These houses appeared to have been relatively well-built compared to the construction of nearby 
courtyard dwellings and back-to-back properties, and were somewhat more spacious. The fabric 
of the houses deviated from the practice of two-skin exterior walls with single-skin partitions, 
commonly found in the cheaply built houses of Salford and Manchester. Instead, the rear and end 
walls of the property were one and a half bricks wide.

Th e stairs against the rear wall Fireplace excavated in the front room of one of the cellars

Plan of the excavated cellars Excavating the stairs
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An assemblage of pottery fragments recovered from the excavation suggests that the residents 
enjoyed an element of affluence in the mid-19th century. Fragments of a range of tableware vessels 
were found, including shell-edge pearlware plates, porcelain teawares and creamware mugs, 
together with a complete stoneware flagon.

The Census returns for 1841 confirm that the residents of the houses were relatively affluent, and 
included an engineer and a land agent. The occupants of the excavated houses were George Yoxall, 
a grocer from Holmes Chapel in Cheshire, who lived with his family and housemaid, with Jane 
Miner, aged 53 of ‘independent means’, who also had a servant, residing next door. Yoxall was still 
living with his wife, six children and a servant at the time of the 1871 and 1881 censuses, and whilst 
he died during the 1880s, his widow and six children were recorded there in the 1891 Census, but 
no longer employed a servant

A 19th-century salt-glazed stoneware wine 
fl agon found in one of the cellars Th e residents of the properties on Bury Street and their occupations in 1841
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WATERLOO SQUARE

The well-preserved remains of two early 19th-century 
cellar dwellings at the corner of Bury Street were also 
uncovered in the second excavation area. These lay at 
the junction with Brussels Street, and backed onto the 
courtyard dwellings around Waterloo Square, which 
seems to have provided the original access to the cellars. 

The cellars had a floor space of 3.78m by 3.39m, and 
were separated a single-skin partition wall that survived 
to a maximum height of 1.08m. Entry to the cellars had 
been via a doorway in the north-eastern corner that 
opened to the stairs. Whilst all physical remains of the 
ground floor had been removed during demolition in 
the mid-20th century, the stairs appeared to lead to a 
passage along the northern wall of the houses, although 
this is not shown on detailed historical mapping. The 
doorways into the cellars had been bricked-up during 
the later 19th century as part of a programme of 
housing improvements, which included the closure of 
cellar dwellings and the installation of a privy block. 

N
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View of one of the excavated cellars dwellings 

Th e excavated remains of the cellars superimposed on 
the Ordnance Survey Town Plan of 1850

The construction methods employed to build 
these houses contrasted with those revealed 
by the excavation further along Bury Street, 
with only a single skin of bricks dividing 
the two properties. The Census returns for 
1851 show that a variety of craftsmen and 
unskilled labourers resided in the back-to-
back dwellings on Waterloo Square, with 
one property housing eight people from two 
families. 

Census records are also important in exploring 
broader demographic trends, and particularly 
patterns of migration. Whilst four of the 
households living in Waterloo Square in 1841 
were born locally, one family had relocated 
to Salford from Scotland, and another family 
was from Ireland. The proportion of migrants 
increased through the later 19th century, and 
by 1881 the residents of Waterloo Square 
included people who had been born in Ireland, 
Carlisle, Frodsham and Bury. It is interesting 
to note that almost none of the occupants are 
listed at the same address in more than one 
census, implying that the working population 
was fairly transient.

Waterloo Square provided the backdrop for 
the acclaimed British film ‘Hobson’s Choice’, 
which won the British Academy Film Award 
for Best British Film in 1954. Set in the 1880s, 
this fictitious romantic comedy portrays 
the life of Henry Hobson as a miserly owner 
of a boot-maker’s shop in Salford, and his 
tyrannical treatment of his three daughters as 
employees.

Th e blocked-off  stairs that had provided access to the cellars 
from the north

Promotion poster for ‘Hobson’s Choice’, which used 
Waterloo Square as a fi lm set in the early 1950s
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BLACK FRIAR PUBLIC HOUSE

The Local Blackfriars scheme also 
brought the repair and adaptation 
of the redundant Black Friar pub, a 
Grade II listed building, which was 
subject to archaeological research 
and survey prior to any development 
works. The exact date that the Black 
Friar was erected is not known, 
although a building is shown in that 
location on Swire’s map of 1824, and 
it seems possible that it functioned as 
a ‘beer house’ shortly after that date. 
The Beer Act of 1830 permitted any 
householder to pay a one-off fee of 
two guineas to brew and sell beer 
on their own property, although 
these beer houses were prohibited 
from selling spirits and wines. The Black Friar is not named in the Census records until 1891, 
when Henry Lofthouse is recorded as the occupant and is described as a ‘beer house keeper’. The 
building is similarly listed as a beer house in trade directories until 1933, when it is finally referred 
to as a public house.

The property was remodelled in the 1880s, and 
new façades added, when Blackfriars Street was 
extended to create Blackfriars Road. This is recorded 
by a date stone that is embedded in the chimney 
and reads ‘Rebuilt AD 1886’. The reconstructed 
building was in a Vernacular Revival style designed 
by William Ball, the same architect that was 
responsible for the Corn Exchange in Manchester 
in 1890. The building’s fabric comprised brick with 
red sandstone dressings, and included numerous 
interesting features, such as a band on the corbel 
beneath a canted oriel window on the first floor 
‘You may go further and fare worse’.

View of the Black Friar in the 1970s

Canted oriel window on the fi rst fl oor

The character of some of these architectural features 
suggests that they had been salvaged from an earlier 
building. It is debatable if they had been from the 
building that occupied the site previously, or possibly 
came from a Blackfriars Hotel on Blackfriars Street.

The archaeological survey also recorded the interior of 
the public house. Whilst this had been subject to some 
modernisation, a few historic features remained on the 
ground floor. These included two projecting timber 
wings either side of a doorway that comprised four-
panelled timber frames with stained-glass friezes on the 
upper two panels. The friezes depict two friars facing 
each other reading the bible. Timber panelling between bar and lounge

Measured survey drawing of the remodelled elevations  
0 2 m
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Another major development 
scheme, known as Salford Central, 
has focused on the regeneration 
of the Chapel Street corridor as it 
continues westwards from the city 
centre, revitalising the community 
and streetscape at a key gateway to 
the historic city centre. The first part 
of this scheme was delivered by the 
English Cities Fund in 2017, and 
comprised a new six-storey apartment 
block and town houses erected on 
land between Chapel Street, Islington 
Way and Barrow Street, some 700m to 
the west of Local Blackfriars. Known 
as Vimto Gardens, the development 
was named after the famous non-
alcoholic drink that was produced on 
Chapel Street from the early 1900s.

The construction of Vimto Gardens 
was preceded by an archaeological 
excavation, carried out by Salford 
Archaeology in 2015, which 
uncovered the remains of numerous 
workers’ houses of differing types. 
These included large properties that 
had been built along the Chapel 
Street frontage between 1807 and 
1813, smaller houses on Park Street to 
the rear, and low-cost court dwellings 
along Fletcher’s Court. This court was 
packed between Barrow Street and 
Park Street, with covered alleyways 
providing the only access. 

VIMTO GARDENS, CHAPEL STREET

Aerial view across the workers’ houses excavated in 2012

Excavation areas superimposed on the Ordnance Survey Town Plan 
of 1849

N

0 1m

0 25 m

FLETCHER’S COURT

Nos 1 to 4 Fletchers Court formed 
part of a block of 16 back-to-back 
houses,  and the excavated remains 
provided some of the best examples 
of purpose-built court housing to be 
uncovered in the area. The houses 
were all built between 1821 and 
1824, with cellars that appeared to 
have been used as separate dwellings. 
Two passages from Park Street to 
the north (roughly 3m wide) and 
Barrow Street to south (just 1m 
wide) provided access to this court.   

The excavation demonstrated that the court dwellings along Fletcher’s Court were very poorly 
constructed, comprising one-brick wide external walls and single-skin partition walls, enclosing 
rooms that measured just 4m by 3.5m. The character of the houses reinforced comments made by 
Friedrich Engels, who visited the area in 1842-43 and noted that ‘a mass of courts and alleys are to 
be found in the worst possible state’, concluding that ‘the average construction of Salford is much 
worse than that of Manchester, and so, too, in respect to cleanliness’.

Th e excavated remains of Nos 1-5 Fletcher’s Court and Nos 6-12 Park 
Street, all dating to the early 1820s

Th e excavated remains of Nos 1 to 4 Fletchers Court
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Chapel Street extends north-westwards from the 
historic core of Salford to White Cross Bank and 
The Crescent before becoming the A6. The small 
settlement of White Cross had developed at the 
junction of Chapel Street, Oldfield Lane and what 
became Adelphi Street, seemingly focused on a 
large marker stone denoting the one-mile point 
from Manchester. Very little is known about the 
origins of this stone, and the date at which the 
settlement at White Cross was first established is 
similarly uncertain. 

The extent of White Cross at the end of the 18th century is captured on William Green’s map of 
1787-94, which shows a sizeable but informal square, reminiscent of a medieval market place, 
with the marker stone at its western end and small groups of buildings along the southern side. 
The layout of the area was modified in the early 19th century, and the northern part of the ‘square’ 
incorporated into the grounds of St Philips Church, which was built in 1822-24 to a design by 
Sir Robert Smirke. A terrace of impressive townhouses were also built along the southern side of 
The Crescent during this period. A flavour of the area is provided in an advertisement printed in 
the Manchester Mercury in 1805, which offered a plot of land for sale as The Crescent that had 
‘commanding extensive and picturesque views’ and was ‘sufficient to build one good house upon’.

LOCAL CRESCENT, THE CRESCENT

Extract from William Swire’s map of 1824, showing the slight 
realignment of White Cross Bank and the newly completed St 

Philip’s Church

A view along Th e Crescent shown in a painting by John Raphael Isaac in 1859 St Philip’s Chruch today

An opportunity to investigate the origins of White Cross, and the character of the buildings that 
were erected in the area during the 18th and 19th centuries, arose with the granting of planning 
consent to deliver the Local Crescent scheme, situated on the opposite side of Oldfield Road to 
Vimto Gardens. This large scheme was devised by Property (Done) Ltd and aimed to regenerate 
under-used land on The Crescent with the construction of two apartment blocks, one of which is 
22-storeys high and the second 17 storeys. Prior to construction work, Salford Archaeology was 
commissioned to undertake an archaeological investigation.

In the first instance, a series of initial evaluation trenches were opened, which confirmed that 
the foundations of 18th- and 19th-century buildings survived across the site. This led to the full 
excavation of several targeted areas in July and August 2017, together with an archaeological survey 
of the derelict Black Horse Hotel on The Crescent prior to its demolition. The origins of this locally 
listed building may be traced to at least 1804, and probably earlier, when it formed an important 
component of White Cross. It was partially rebuilt in the late 19th century in a Vernacular Revival 
style to provide a fine example of a late Victorian public house, but had fallen into dereliction by 
the end of the 20th century.

A measured survey drawing of the front elevation of the Black Horse Hotel shortly prior to its demolition in 2017

BLACK HORSE INN
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CRESCENT PARADE

Situated a short distance to the east of the Black Horse, fronting onto The Crescent, was a terrace 
of large houses that became known as Crescent Parade. Two blocks of properties, some benefitting 
from large gardens, had been built by the late 18th century, with additional houses erected in the 
early 19th century to create a continuous row. 

A sample of these houses was targeted for archaeological 
excavation, which revealed the remains of five properties. A 
squared block of sandstone set into the foundations of one 
of the buildings had been inscribed ‘RK 1799’, providing 
good evidence for its construction date. Three of the houses 
had a similar layout, suggesting that they had been built as 
a group, each with three rooms in the basement divided by 
one-brick wide walls, a small corridor for a staircase and 
closet, and various outbuildings to the rear. The central 
cellars within each house comprised a fireplace against the 
west wall, which were remodelled in the late 19th century 
with the addition of a hot water boiler.

Date stone inscribed ‘RK 1799’ set into the 
foundations of a former house along Th e Crescent

Th e foundations of late 18th- and early 19th-century buildings along Crescent Parade revealed during archaeological  excavation in 2017   
(© Rick Hulme 90degrees)

A doorway set into  the north wall  of one central cellar led into a second room, at the front of the 
house. The inclusion of a second fireplace, against the west wall, implied that the room may have 
functioned as a bedroom for a servant or a lodger. The third cellar at the rear of each of the houses 
had a floor of hand-made bricks, and one retained a substantial fireplace against the south wall.

Th e excavated remains of the 18th-century properties superimposed on the Ordnance Survey Town Plan of 1891

Excavated remains of a central cellar, comprising a later concrete 
fl oor, a water boiler and a curved staircaseExcavated remains of one of the rear cellars

20 m0
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Situated to the west were the remains 
of a similar property, comprising the 
same layout, with a central cellar room, 
including a fireplace and a boiler placed 
against the west wall, and staircase with 
a closet against the east wall. The front 
room was located to the north, whilst 
the southern room that measured 6.5m 
by 4.95m incorporated the foundations 
for a large bow window.

A description of No 7 Crescent Parade is 
provided in the Manchester Mercury in 

1830, when it was advertised for sale. The property is described as ‘a good single house, consisting 
of a breakfast room, dining room and kitchen on the ground floor, a large drawing room and 
five good bedrooms, with the whole cellared under’. This description can be contrasted to the 
cellar dwellings excavated to the south-east on Gaythorn Street, which comprised a single room to 
accommodate an entire family to carry out all household activities including sleeping.

Garden plots at Crescent Parade were mostly retained throughout their existence, in contrast 
to garden plots at Chapel Street (located within the Gore Street site), which had been sold and 
developed for housing by 1831, reflecting the high demand for land in the town centre.

Excavated remains of central room, showing fi replace built against the west wall

Th e southern room with the bay window that looked out onto the rear garden

Next door were the remains of a 
larger property, which had originally 
comprised two separate dwellings, 
but had been converted into a single 
dwelling in the late 19th century. The 
excavation revealed the remains of five 
rooms in the cellar. The northernmost 
room retained a blocked-up fireplace 
built against the east wall, a small 
recess set into the west wall, and a floor 
of hand-made bricks. To the south 
was a room paved with flagstones. 
The southernmost wall contained 
a pavement light window and a 
doorway, measuring 0.85m, that led 
into a further room. This measured 
just 2.65m by 1.75m, and contained a 
storage cupboard directly beneath an 
internal staircase.

Census records and trade directories 
record a variety of information about 
the families residing along Crescent 
Parade, and show that three surgeons, 
a professor of music, a fustian 
manufacturer, and an engineer were living in the excavated properties in 1851. Census returns 
also demonstrate that the majority of households employed servants, for example, Ralph Milner, 
a surgeon, living at 7 Crescent Parade, employed four servants; a cook, housemaid, nurse and a 
monthly nurse.

Furniture and household goods were sometimes advertised in local newspapers. In 1835, for 
instance, the Manchester Mercury listed ‘elegant and modern household furniture, superior fine-
toned six and a half octave patent grand cabinet piano-forte, in splendid rose-wood case, beautiful 
chased silver tea and coffee service and other silver plates; brilliant chimney glass, mahogany 
massive four-post and camp bedsteads, with rich figured damask, moreen and chintz draperies 
all in fine condition’. All of these luxurious items had belonged to Mr Fletcher of No 12, Crescent 
Parade, and were being sold at auction.

Th e excavated remains of the western part of House 5
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BEEVOR’S BUILDINGS

The archaeological excavation at Local 
Crescent uncovered several different forms 
of workers’ dwellings to the rear of the 
large properties that lined The Crescent. 
Amongst these was a row of three early 
19th-century cottages in the western part 
of the site, identified on historical mapping 
as Beevor’s Buildings, together with a 
single larger mid-19th-century property 
on Hulme Street. Beevor’s Buildings were 
intended as low-cost accommodation, 
while the excavated property situated on 
Hulme Street will have commanded a 
much higher rent.

The back rooms of the dwellings along 
Beevor’s Buildings were excavated, each 
room having an internal area of 4.5m by 
4m; the houses did not have cellars. Within 
each room were the remains of a fireplace 
along the south wall, and a brick-lined 
stairwell against the north wall. A doorway 
demarcated by a doorjamb was built into 
the east wall, leading to a private rear yard.

The back yards were accessed from the 
street via a narrow passageway that curved 
around the southernmost building and 
extended up to the third property. The 
shallow foundations of a rectangular privy 
were uncovered in each of the three yards. 
Whilst these appeared to be original they 
had evidently been improved, as the ceramic 
base of a flush toilet of 20th-century date 
was revealed during the excavation.

Th e excavated remains of Beevor’s Buildings

Th e excavated remains of the back yard and passageway leading to Beevor’s 
Buildings

One of the rear rooms fully excavated 

The dwellings constructed along Beevor’s 
Buildings represent an early improved 
form of a workers’ house. The inclusion 
of a yard and privy would have improved 
the quality of living by providing the 
occupants with some ventilation and 
sanitation. A lack of water supply and 
proper drainage was recognised as a key 
factor in the abnormally high rates of 
mortality in slum areas.

Census returns for 1851 record that each dwelling was occupied by a single family, although those 
living at Nos 1 and 2 Beevor’s Buildings took in a lodger to supplement their income. Various skilled 
and unskilled vocations were recorded on the 1851 Census, including a calico weaver, errand boy, 
railway labourer, shoeing smith and hand engraver. The male ‘head’ of the property was the sole 
form of income at Nos 2 and 3, whilst the 12-year old son and 23-year old daughter of a widowed 
lady named Martha provided the families income at No 1 Beevor’s Buildings.

Excavated remains of Beevor’s Buildings superimposed on the Ordnance 
Survey Town Plan of 1851Th e remains of one of the privies
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NO 16 HULME STREET

The remains of a larger property were excavated 
to the east of Beevor’s Buildings. This was built 
after 1851 on what was previously part of the large 
garden of the adjacent property, and formed No 
16 Hulme Street. The Census returns for 1861 
record two couples living at the property, but in 
1871 it was occupied by Mary Little, a single lady, 
and her male servant. Between 1891 and 1911, 
No 16 Hulme Street was the residence of William 
Walton, a stationmaster, together with his wife 
and four children.

The excavation revealed a large cellar and ground-
floor room, with the remnants of a garden at the 
front of the building, comprising flagstones, a 
pebbled pavement, and curved feature formed by 
rectangular cut stones. The cellar measured 6m 
by 4.95m and was paved with flagstones. A large 
pavement light window and a coal chute were set 
into the south wall of the cellar. A large chimney 
breast and fireplace, with a metal mantelpiece, 
survived against the east wall. A full staircase 
survived against the north wall, leading up into a 
ground-floor room. 

20 m0
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Th e excavated remains of 16 Hulme Street superimposed on the 
Ordnance Survey Town Plan of 1891

Th e excavated cellar of 16 Hulme Street, showing the window light and 
coal chute

Th e remains of the fi replace

GAYTHORN STREET AND ROSSON’S COURT

At the eastern end of Hulme Street, at the junction 
with Gaythorn Street, was a group of single-depth 
and cellar dwellings known as Rosson’s Court, which 
were built in the early 19th century. The layout of 
Rosson’s Court remained the same until 1900, when 
most of the buildings were demolished, although 
those on the eastern side of the court were knocked 
through into houses along Gaythorn Street to provide 
an improved form of housing.

The archaeological excavation exposed the well-
preserved remains of six cellar dwellings, situated 
along Gaythorn Street. The southern three cellars 
were stone built, whilst those to the north were in brick 
and comprised a room measuring approximately 5m 
by 4m, paved with flagstones. An internal staircase 
survived against the north wall, while the remains of 
a fireplace survived against the southern wall.

Although each of the properties 
had an internal staircase, it is 
unlikely that they had use of the 
ground floor. The address for each 
property in the Census returns for 
1851 was recorded as  ‘7 Gaythorn 
Court, cellar under 10 Gaythorn 
Street’, implying that each cellar 
formed an individual dwelling. In 
1851, a family of five lived in No 7 
Gaythorn Court, comprising Joseph 
Jepson and his four children. The 
eldest three children (16, 14 and 11) 
were all employed in unskilled jobs 
including, house servant, bleacher 
and silk winder.

Rosson’s Court, shown on Bancks & Co’s map of 1831

Excavated cellar dwelling on Gaythorn’s Court
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Census returns and other primary sources indicate that the Gore Street area was in decline by the 
1870s, with many of the commercial properties around Chapel Street in use as lodging houses or 
available to rent as dwellings. However, significant housing reforms had been implemented by 
the late 19th century, and the long process of eradicating the worst housing had finally been set 
in motion. In 1904, under the direction of Thomas Marr, the Citizens’ Association of Manchester 
mapped the geographical pattern of housing conditions on a street-by-street basis to assist housing 
improvements. The plan shows that the Local Crescent site contained property that complied 
with earlier bye-laws, implying that the worst housing at Rosson’s Court had been converted into 
‘through’ houses, although slum property dominated the Gore Street and Vimto Gardens sites, and 
around Waterloo Square.

An expansion of the Manchester to Bolton Railway line, carried out around the time of Marr’s 
survey, necessitated the demolition of back-to-back houses along Back Riding Street to allow the 
northern railway viaduct over Gore Street to be built. The remaining back-to-back houses in the 
area, along Beck Street, Short Street and Walker’s Place, had been demolished by the early 1920s, 
and replaced with tennis courts. Nevertheless, large-scale clearance of sub-standard houses along 
the Chapel Street corridor wasn’t completed until the 1960s and 1970s.

In the early 1840s, Friedrich Engels compiled a damning account of the housing stock and living 
conditions of the working population in Salford, describing the historic core of the town to be a 
‘very unwholesome, dirty, and ruinous locality’. He was equally critical of the outlying districts, 
describing the area between Oldfield Road and Cross Lane (including the site of Local Crescent) 
as ‘a mass of courts and alleys in the worst possible state’, drawing comparison with ‘Augean stables’. 
The recent archaeological excavations have reinforced some of Engels’ observations, and have 
shown that typical 19th-century workers’ housing had two-brick wide external walls and single-
skin partitions between properties, with limited access to natural light and sanitation, and were 
 seemingly constructed primarily for private interests 
and profit motives. These dwellings were in contrast 
to the larger terraced houses that lined principal 
thoroughfares such as Chapel Street and Bolton Street, 
and were also of an inferior construction to the late 18th-
century workers’ houses excavated at Gore Street. The 
contrast to the substantially built properties that were 
excavated along The Crescent was especially stark, with 
their grandeur and substance overshadowing the poorly 
constructed cellar dwellings that were hidden from view 
to the rear, providing a poignant reminder of the harsh 
class division in Victorian society where affluence and 
poverty lived side by side.

An aspect of society that wasn’t explored by Engels in his description of Salford was the ethnicity 
of the population. A large proportion of the excavated houses had been occupied by people who 
had moved into Salford from surrounding areas and beyond in search of employment, although 
research has shown that very few were of Irish origin. Irish immigrants occupied some of the 
town’s worst housing in mid-19th-century, including the district on the south side of Chapel Street 
between the Irwell Street Wesleyan Chapel and Irwell Street, where approximately half of the 
residents listed in the 1851 Census were Irish. Greengate and the Adelphi district on the north 
side of Chapel Street near The Crescent also had a large Irish populations, and both areas gained 
renown as home to ‘scuttlers’, violent youth gangs that frequently engaged in fierce pitched street 
battles with each other from the early 1870s onwards. The Adelphi and the Greengate scuttlers 
were drawn primarily from the Irish Catholic community, whilst the Bury Street and the Barrow 
Street scuttlers had different ethnicity. Scuttling caused significant social and political disruption 
across Salford and the surrounding townships until the early 20th century.

A 19th-century cellar at Rosson’s Court, added 
to the rear of an 18th-century stone building on 

Oldfi eld Road 

A plan of the housing conditions in Manchester and Salford produced for the Citizens’ Association in 1904, shading 
those dwellings regarded as ‘slum property’ in dark brown.

Legend: 1. Local Crescent 2. Vimto Gardens 3. Gore Street 4. Local Blackfriars

THE JOURNEY TO REGENERATION
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An ambitious development 
agreement between English 
Cities Fund and Salford 
City Council for the vast 
£650 million Salford 
Central scheme was signed 
in 2006, signalling the 
creation of the city’s biggest 
regeneration project since 
the transformation of 
Salford Quays in the 1980s. 
With a focus on revitalising 
the run-down Chapel 
Street and New Bailey area 
after decades of neglect 
and under-investment, the 
scheme formed the heart of the 50-hectare Salford Central Development Framework, which was 
adopted by Salford City Council in 2009. The drawn-out process of land acquisition and clearance, 
planning and CPO inquiries meant that earth-moving works did not commence until 2012, when 
the archaeological excavation at Vimto Gardens was implemented.

The pace of regeneration quickened thereafter, with 
the delivery of One New Bailey in 2016, a state-of-
the-art office development next to the River Irwell 
with a pedestrian connection with Spinningfields in 
Manchester, and the major mixed-use Middlewood 
Locks scheme that has created a new neighbourhood 
along a restored section of the Manchester, Bolton & 
Bury Canal across the southern part of the regeneration 
of the Development Framework area. The Gore Street 
development has transformed a large area on the 
eastern edge of the Development Framework area from 
a car park to a significant residential complex of private 
apartments and townhouses. Situated on the south side 
of Chapel Street, adjacent to Salford Central Station 
and One New Bailey, it provides a new gateway to the 
historic core of the city.

Local Blackfriars has extended the regeneration 
of Salford beyond the north-eastern edge of the 
Development Framework area, providing a new 
community that comprises 380 apartments, 
townhouses and penthouses across two towers, and 
the repurposing of the historic Black Friar public 
house as a gateway entrance.

Local Crescent has similarly extended the benefit 
of the Development Framework area along 
Chapel Street, revitalising under-used land along 
the western approach to the city centre. This has 
brought seven new townhouses and 399 apartments 
across three towers that overlook the historic Salford Royal Hospital, which was converted into 
luxury apartments following its closure in 1994.

The delivery of all of the new developments presented 
in this booklet followed protocols set out in the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which advises that 
the importance of known or suspected archaeological 
sites should be assessed where they are threatened 
by development, and that any remains should be 
protected, either through sympathetic planning or, 
where appropriate, through archaeological excavation 
and record. Local planning authorities in Greater 
Manchester have access to specialist archaeological 
advisers to help them in assessing development impacts 

on archaeological sites and historic buildings, and ensure that the advice set out in the NPPF 
is implemented. This key role is fulfilled by the Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory 
Service (GMAAS), which provides recommendations for an appropriate response to securing 
archaeological and heritage interest during development schemes, monitors any fieldwork that is 
carried out, and provides quality control of the resultant dataset and reports.

The NPPF also advises that the results from archaeological work are disseminated to the public 
in an appropriate format. It has been the intention of this booklet to achieve the requirement for 
dissemination, and present an illustrated summary of the results gained from a series of important 
archaeological excavations across the heart of Salford city centre. 

View along Chapel Street in 2017, showing Vimto Gardens in the foreground

Computer-generated image of Local Blackfriars

Computer-generated image of Local Crescent

Th e Gore Street development nearing completion 
in 2020
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Most of the historical maps used in this booklet can be found at Manchester Archives and Local 
Studies in Manchester Central Library, and at Salford Local History Library in Salford Museum 
and Art Gallery. 

Copies of the detailed technical reports from Salford Archaeology’s excavations on Gore Street, 
The Crescent and Trinity Way, together with the historic building surveys of the Black Horse 
and the Black Friar public houses, have been deposited with the Greater Manchester Historic 
Environment Record.

Publications in the Greater Manchester’s Past Revealed series are available from GMAAS within 
the University of Salford, and digital copies of all the volumes published between 2010 and 2017 
can be downloaded at https://diggreatermanchester.wordpress.com/publications/.

This booklet arises from the historical research and archaeological excavations that were carried 
out by Salford Archaeology between 2012-19. The archaeological works elicited the support of 
many people, too numerous to mention, although especial thanks are expressed to Paul Johnson 
(UKLP Gore Street Ltd), Ian Wilkinson, Kingsley Thornton and Kirsty Steel (Domis Property 
Group), and Paul Edwards (Network Demolition Services). The invaluable support afforded 
by Salford City councillors, and particularly the City Mayor, Paul Dennett, is also gratefully 
acknowledged. Thanks are also due to Norman Redhead and Andrew Myers of the Greater 
Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service (GMAAS) for their advice and guidance throughout 
the fieldwork and publication processes. This booklet would not have been possible, however, 
without the dedication of the many archaeologists who worked on the various excavations and 
building surveys, particularly Elizabeth Statham, Steve Tamburello, Katie Harvey, Rob Howarth, 
Mandy Burns, Lewis Stitt, Oliver Cook and Charlotte Vallance.
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